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SHOCK AT STABBING DEATH HORROR AT DOCTOR’S SURGERY 


RESIDENTS have told of their shock at the 
death of a woman who died after entering a 
doctor’s surgery with a stab wound. 

A 54-year-old man was arrested at the 
Rowley Healthcare surgery in Rowley Regis 
on suspicion of murder following the inci¬ 
dent on Monday. 

The woman was taken to hospital and 
died a short time later. 

Councillor Chris Tranter, who represents 
the Rowley ward, said: “I am so shocked. 
When I heard it on the news I was in dis¬ 
belief. 

“This does not happen in my ward. Our 
deepest sympathy goes out to this lady’s 
family at this time.” 

Police at the surgery where the stabbed woman went Glen Meredith, aged 54, from St Giles Av¬ 



enue, said: “We heard that the lady had en¬ 
tered the doctor’s surgery with stab wounds 
and was bleeding heavily. I was shocked and 
saddened to hear that she didn’t survive. 

“I was at home at the time and I saw the 
helicopter come across and land and the 
next minute the road was cordoned off. At 
first I didn’t know what was going on. 

“I have lived here for around six years but 
this is just something that you don’t expect 
would happen. This is a nice community 
area.” 

Another resident, who did not wish to 
be named, said: “I couldn’t believe it. I’ve 
heard that the woman was rushed inside 
the doctor’s surgery by a man and doctors 
tried to save her but couldn’t. 


“The last time that we had an incident 
so severe was when a man died after being 
attacked at the pub, but that was several 
years ago now.” 

The dead woman is believed to be in her 
50s. An air ambulance was despatched 
to Rowley Healthcare, on the corner of 
Hawes Lane and St Giles Avenue, after the 
wounded woman arrived at around 3.50pm 
on Monday but she died in hospital a short 
time later. 

The surgery was closed on Tuesday fol¬ 
lowing the incident but phone lines re¬ 
mained opened for medical queries. 

The 54-year-old man was helping officers 
with their inquiries at the time of going to 
press. 


Thousands raised after three months of parking fees 

£ 18k PAID OUT BY 
VISITORS TO VALIEY 


VISITORS to Sandwell Valley Country Park 
paid out more than £18,000 in the first three 
months since parking charges were intro¬ 
duced. 

Controversial parking fees were brought in at the beau¬ 
ty spot for the first time in November. Drivers now have 
to pay from 40p for an hour up to £2 for more than four 
hours. 

Those who don’t pay face fines 


of £50. Since charges were intro¬ 
duced, at total of £18,326 has been 
generated from the pay machines. 

Sandwell Council bosses said all 
the cash would be invested back 
into maintaining the site. 

The authority came under fire 
when it was announced last year 
people would be made to pay for 
the first time. Parking had previ¬ 
ously always been free. 

Willing 

Hundreds signed a petition 
against the plans claiming it 
would affect visitor numbers at 
the beauty spot. 

But the amount generated from 
parking suggests there are many 
people who have been willing to 
pay. Around 200,000 cars park at 
the site each year. 

Charges were brought in at car 
parks across the site, at Lodge Hill 
Road, Swan Pool and Forge Mill 
Farm Visitor Centre daily between 
9am and 6pm. Blue badge holders 
can still park for free. A 12-month 
parking pass is available for £40. 

Councillor David Hosell, en- 


By Richard Guttridge 


vironment and roads boss at 
Sandwell Council, said: “Since it 
was introduced, pay and display 
car parking at Sandwell Valley has 
generated £18,326 - this will help 
us cover the costs of setting it up 
and maintaining it. 

“Any additional revenues will 
be channelled back into improve¬ 
ments to Sandwell Valley, which 
will benefit visitors to the country 
park.” 

Chiefs at the cash-strapped 
authority argued they could no 
longer afford to pay for the upkeep 
of the site, including maintenance 
of the car parks at Sandwell Val¬ 
ley due to huge cuts to its budget, 
and refused to back down over the 
issue. 

The council needs to save £20 
million over the next three years 
and bosses said they needed to pri¬ 
oritise other services. 

There were 56 different reasons 
put forward as to why the charges 
should not be introduced. 


Vamps strike a chord at the Baggies 



Vamps guitarist Connor Ball and singer Brad Simpson, pose beside the Albion plaque 


POPSTARS The Vamps took time out 
from singing to showcase their foot¬ 
ball skills at the Baggies ground. 

Two of the members of the 
award-winning pop rock quartet vis¬ 
ited The Hawthorns ground on Tues¬ 
day as part of a BBC Music project. 

Pictures posted on Twitter by @ 
WBA showed lead vocalist Brad Simp¬ 
son, who comes from Sutton Cold¬ 
field, and guitarist Connor Ball with a 
cheeky pose besides the Albion plaque. 

It appeared that the lads, who are 
known for their chart hits Can We 
Dance and Last Night, even recruited 
two of the players as new members. 

A tweet from The Vamps official 
Twitter page joked that Baggies 
winger Matt Phillips and defender 
Jonas Olsson were part of the group, 
replacing members other members 
Tristan Evans and James McVey. 

Thousands of likes and re-tweets 
were instantly gained as the post was 
shared across the bands worldwide 
fan base. It said: “Shooting @WBA 
today for @bbcmusic @BBCSport, 
new members of The Vamps - Matt 
Phillips (Drums) and @J_01ssonVia- 
sat (Guitar)” 

The Vamps first gained fame in 
2012 with cover songs uploaded to 
YouTube, leading to comparisons with 
One Direction. They went on to sup¬ 
port McFly touring in 2013 and per¬ 
formed at several festivals. 


DEMOLITION 

Blaze-hit pub will 
be knocked down 

A derelict pub which was left in a danger¬ 
ous state after being hit by a series of fires 
is to be knocked down. 

The former Dolls House in Newbury 
Lane, Oldbury, was fenced off in Decem¬ 
ber after the latest blaze led to concerns its 
roof could collapse. Sandwell Council has 
confirmed the pub will now be demolished 
following talks with its owners. 

MP Adrian Bailey had called for action 
over the building. 

The West Bromwich West MP said: “I 
am pleased to say the council’s building 
consultancy team and structural engineers 
have been working hard to secure the site 
and make the building safe for demolition. I 
know it will be a relief for residents.” 

COUNCIL 

Trust delighted 
with leisure deal 

LEISURE bosses have backed the 
agreement of a new deal with the bor¬ 
ough council which will allow them to 
continue running services. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust (SLT), which 
runs leisure centres across the bor¬ 
ough, will be awarded a new contract 
after a deal was reached with Sandwell 
Council. There were concerns for the 
future of SLT last year. 

SLT chairman Lynda Bateman said: 

“I am pleased we have agreed a plan 
for the next three years.” 

FORCES 

Army’s open days 
to showcase skills 

THE Army in West Bromwich is opening its 
doors to the community next week. 

Soldiers who specialise in logistics, 
medical care, engineering, mechanical en¬ 
gineering, artillery, infantry and police will 
be putting on equipment displays, demon¬ 
strations and briefings to explain their role. 

The event is taking place between 
9.30am and 4pm on Monday and Tuesday 
at the Carters Green Army Reserve Centre. 

For further information on the Squad¬ 
ron or joining the Army Reserve, email 
159RLC-237-PSAO@mod.uk, visit 159 
Regt RLC Facebook page or search for 
www.armyjobs.com 
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Richard gets set for top police role 



New role - Richard Baker 


THE new top cop at Sandwell Police is 
aiming to hit the ground running — and 
not just because he loves charity mara¬ 
thon runs. 

Richard Baker has been appointed 
commander of Sandwell neighbourhood 
policing unit after climbing the ranks 
during more than 20 years with the 
force. Over the past two decades he has 
investigated murders involving gangs 
and worked in counter-terrorism. 

Yet in his spare time he has also 
raised £10,000 for the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation through running 
marathons. In his new role as tempo¬ 


rary chief superintendent, Richard says 
an early priority is to get out and meet 
local communities. 

Through this he intends to identify 
the issues which impact on them the 
most, with the ultimate aim being to 
help keep the borough safe and secure. 

The married father-of-three said: “I 
feel incredibly privileged to have been 
given the opportunity to lead policing in 
Sandwell. I have never worked in this 
area of the West Midlands before but 
everyone I have spoken to who does, or 
has worked in Sandwell, has nothing but 
positive comments. 


“Crime trends are continually chang¬ 
ing but one thing that remains the same 
is the determination to keep Sandwell a 
safe and happy place to be.” 

Richard started as a beat bobby in 
Chelmsley Wood, Solihull, and within 
10 years was an inspector at Coventry. 

He progressed to detective superin¬ 
tendent in CID, where he helped solve 
several gang-related killings. In 2012 he 
was made a superintendent in Birming¬ 
ham, and more recently has been part 
of the counter-terrorism unit. Richard 
said: “I believe that policing is not a ca¬ 
reer but a vocation.” 


Driver arrested after 
death of pedestrian 


A MAN has been arrested after 
a pedestrian was killed in West 
Bromwich. 

Neil Perry, aged 39, died when he 
was hit by a blue Mercedes A class car 
at around 11.30pm on Sunday night 
in New Street, Hill Top. 

The driver of the 
car, a 23-year-old 
man, was uninjured 
and arrested at the 
scene on suspicion 
of aggravated vehicle 
taking. 

He has since been 
interviewed and 
bailed while further 
enquiries take place. 
Police are . now 
appealing for anyone with information to 
come forward. 

Pc Chris Ridge from the force’s collision 
investigation unit, said: “Enquiries are 
ongoing and I am keen to speak to anyone 
who was in the area at the time and may 
have seen the Mercedes travelling along 
New Street prior to the collision and would 
ask them to call officers on 101.” 

An ambulance, a paramedic area support 
officer, and a doctor were sent to the scene 
at 11.25pm, following the incident on Sun¬ 
day. 

Doorstep 

A West Midlands Ambulance Service 
spokesman said: “When ambulance staff 
arrived it was clear that the pedestrian 
had suffered very serious injuries. Sadly, 
it quickly became apparent that it would 
not be possible to save him and he was con¬ 
firmed dead at the scene. The man driving 
the car was upset but unhurt.” 

Flowers and tributes were left at the 
scene of the crash, including one which 
stated ‘Neil, you will be sadly missed, love 
you loads’. 

Nearby residents spoke of their shock. 
Christine Davies, aged 41, said: “This is 
always quite a busy road but its horrible 
to hear that someone has been killed just 
minutes away from our doorstep.” 

Tom Nicklin, 27, said: “Sadly, another 
life has been lost not far away from our 
home and our thoughts are with their fam¬ 
ily.” 



Crash scene tributes 


Latest offering Trumps pie sales 



The Pie Factory’s second chef, Alex Taylor, seen with the sellout Trump inspired pie 


A LANDMARK Black Country 
pub is mixing politics and pastry 
with its latest creation inspired by 
America’s new President. 

The Donald Trump Pie is prov¬ 
ing a hit with the public - unlike its 
namesake - at Mad O’Rourkes Pie 
Factory in Tipton. The £9.99 dish, 
which is filled with Mexican chilli 
and surrounded by a wall of nachos 
and topped with melted cheese, 
sold out within three days at the 
pub on Hurst Lane. 

Inspired by landlord Pete Towl- 


er’s six-week visit to America, staff 
are now making a new batch to 
keep up with demand. Head chef 
Dawn Pitts and assistant head chef 
Alex Taylor came up with the rec¬ 
ipe. 

Mr Taylor said: “Pete sent us a 
message while he was in America 
as he was in the thick of all the 
Trump rivalry at the time. The cus¬ 
tomers were all surprised with the 
satirical pie but it’s been extremely 
popular. 

“Once he messaged us to say he 


wanted to do a Trump pie we in¬ 
stantly thought of a Mexican chilli 
pie as we’ve done it before and with 
the whole Mexico wall controversy 
we thought it was quite fitting.” 

The pub also has plans for a 
Brexit pie in March when Britain 
will being the process of leaving the 
EU. The recipe is yet to be revealed 
and the two chefs are keeping 
tight-lipped. 

Mr Taylor, aged 31, said: “Trump 
is quite a controversial character 
but at least he’s selling pies for us.” 


Jail term for 
children’s 
home sex 
offences 

A FORMER social worker who sexually 
abused a boy in a Birmingham children’s 
home has been locked up - more than 30 
years after the attacks took place. 

Bill Cranston, 
now aged 90, was 
jailed on Mon¬ 
day for 12 years 
after molesting 
the youngster 
throughout the 
1980s. 

Cranston began 
his attacks when 
the boy was liv¬ 
ing at the Oakhill 
Centre, Harborne, 
which was then a reception for children 
seeking foster families or long-term 
care. Birmingham Crown Court heard 
how the years of abuse started during 
Cranston’s night shift. 

After grooming the boy, he subjected 
his victim to regular sexual assaults 
throughout his teens, which continued 
after Cranston, of Bradford Road, Castle 
Bromwich, had left social services. 

The victim lived with the torment 
for more than three decades before re¬ 
ceiving counselling and telling police 
about the abuse in 2015. Cranston, who 
worked at several care homes in Bir¬ 
mingham, pleaded guilty to three child 
sex charges and a number of indecent 
assaults and was sentenced to 12 years 
in prison on Monday. 

Dc Jonathan Barker said Cranston 
‘created the fagade of a caring father fig¬ 
ure’ to get close to the boy and control 
him” he added. 

Dc Barker appealed to any further 
victims of Cranston to come forward, 
saying: “The victim feared that, as the 
offences occurred more than 30 years 
ago, he wouldn’t be believed and police 
wouldn’t be able to prosecute. 

“There is no need for people to such 
harbour concerns: we have a successful 
track record.” To contact West Midlands 
Police’s Public Protection Unit call 101. 

Council boost 
for city causes 

BIRMINGHAM City Council is launch¬ 
ing a crowdfunding platform to donate 
cash to worthwhile causes from the city. 

The authority has set aside £470,000 
from its Community Innovation Fund to 
provide match funding to projects that 
will benefit the people of Birmingham. 

Councillor Paulette Hamilton, cabinet 
member for health and social care, said: 
“Not only will the partnership stretch 
our grant funding that much further, 
it’s a great platform for local innovation 
and entrepreneurship.” 

For more information visit birming- 
hamnewsroom.com/crowdfund-birming- 
ham-to-help-vulnerable-people 



Jailed - Cranston 


End of exhibition 

A FREE admission art exhibition at 
Langley library ends on February 18. 
The Maurice Ryman exhibition at the 
Barrs Street venue, began in October. 
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Scooter Speakers 

£17.99 

(Black or White) 


Perfect For The Elderly 
Zanco Big Button EasyFone 

with Emergency SOS Button 

Only £39.99 

any network 


PWONPS 


Brand New 
Nokia 105 


Mini 

X6 

Speakers 


Give Us A Call For Any Queries 

“Dm't Vetfiafo 'Wid ftefiah, 


Worlds Smallest Phone 

Zanco Fly Phone 


Only £9.99 

(Various Colours) 


We buy and sell new and used 
mobile phones Unlock allmakes 

and models All repair work under¬ 
taken Walk in Repair Centre 


Tel:0121 557 8899 
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Ambitious 
trust move 
for nature 
school plan 

ONE of the first nature schools in 
the UK could be created in the Black 
Country, it has been revealed. 

Bosses from The Wildlife Trust 
have unveiled ambitious plans for the 
school which places an emphasis on 
outdoor learning. 

The school, which will be in Smeth¬ 
wick, would be ran as an academy, 
and funded through the Government. 

It would be the among the first four 
in the country. The local environment 
will be used a place for learning, using 
nature as a learning experience. 

The school will be run by a head 
teacher and the exact location will 
be determined according to available 
sites once the application is approved. 

Georgia Stokes, chief executive of 
The Wildlife Trust for Birmingham 
and the Black Country said: “Chil¬ 
dren’s connection to nature continues 
to decline. Rather than treating a visit 
to a natural space as a rare treat, we 
want to make nature the tool through 
which pupils learn every day. 

“We plan to open a Nature School 
where it is needed and wanted. We’re 
talking to Sandwell Council and ask¬ 
ing for feedback from the local com¬ 
munity. We’re looking forward to 
working with parents, teachers and 
pupils to make this school a success. ” 

Complete joy for 
activities firm 

THE staff of Black Country commu¬ 
nity interest company (CIC) Com¬ 
plete Kidz are celebrating after gain¬ 
ing Gold CAA accreditation - the first 
in the country to do so. 

The CAA (Children’s Activities As¬ 
sociation) is the first not-for- profit, 
industry-led organisation to set and 
raise standards in all organised chil¬ 
dren’s activities across the UK. 

It offers parents a simple way to 
make informed decisions when choos¬ 
ing from the wealth of children’s ac¬ 
tivities available. Jo Haydon, Chief 
Executive of Complete Kidz, said: “We 
are thrilled to have our professional 
approach to children’s activities rec¬ 
ognised by the CAA. 

“Our systematic methods provide a 
solid foundation for us to deliver fun, 
exciting activities for children of all 
ages. Parents can be confident that 
their children are being cared for and 
having a great time in a secure envi¬ 
ronment.” 

Post office to shut 
for modernisation 

A POST office in Tividale will close for 
revamp work, for just over two weeks. 
The post office on City Road will shut 
from February 15 to March 3. 

Damian Mulholland, Post Office 
area manager said: “We are confident 
that this vibrant new-style Post Office 
at the heart of the local community 
will meet customer needs.” 


Children's home set to house adults 



The building in Chance Drive, Smethwick 


A FORMER children’s home is set to 
transformed into a residential home 
for up to 20 adults with learning and 
physical disabilities. 

The extension of the currently un¬ 
used home off Chance Drive in Smeth¬ 
wick, is expected to create around 30 
full time jobs. The building has been 
empty since being placed on the open 
market by Sandwell Council in 2013. 

Now Dignus Healthcare have pur¬ 
chased the premises and propose 
to extend it from an eight-bedroom 
home for children into a 20-bedroom 
home for disabled adults. 


The developers highlight that while 
standing vacant the interior has been 
vandalised, but that they now intend 
to create a ‘homely and comfortable 
environment’. 

Plans have been submitted to 
Sandwell Council for the conversion. 

The existing, single storey building, 
already has a residents’ garden and 
a controlled security barrier, with 
boundaries facing Chance Drive, Spon 
Lane and Narel Sharpe Close. 

The application states: “The pro¬ 
posed development involves the re¬ 
tention of the existing building as its 


core, with six bedrooms, a single sto¬ 
rey extension of four bedrooms front¬ 
ing Spon Lane and a two storey wing 
facing Narel Sharpe Close to create a 
total of 20 bedrooms. 

“All the bedrooms will be a sub¬ 
stantial size, with large en-suite 
bathrooms to provide flexibility to 
accommodate residents with a range 
of physical disabilities and to enable 
all residents to have their own private 
sitting space in addition to the com¬ 
munal areas, as it is quite probable 
some residents will require very long 
term care and rehabilitation.” 


'That's enough' - door 
shut on Syrian refugees 


SANDWELL Council has refused 
to sign up to a scheme that would 
help Syrian refugees settle in the 
borough. 

Families fleeing their war-torn home¬ 
land have been given refuge across the 
UK, with local authorities asked to take 
part in the Government’s Syrian Reset¬ 
tlement Programme. 

Syrians have been allowed to live elsewhere 
in the Black Country but Sandwell Council 
leader Steve Eling said the borough already 
takes more than its fair share of refugees from 
other parts of the world. 

He said: “We have had a fairly disproportion¬ 
ate amount of refugees placed in Sandwell by 
the Government. 

“This council took the position we wouldn’t 
consider participating unless the Government 
fairly disperses refugees and asylum seekers. 

“Sometimes we have around 900 at a time 
when places like Solihull have none. 

“It is nothing to do with the people of Syria, 
it is to do with unfair treatment. 

Accepted 

“I would love to take our fair share [of Syri¬ 
ans] but it means other places taking their fair 
share as well. The Government has got to get 
a grip with this.” 

Staffordshire has accepted 51 refugees from 
Syria, Walsall Council has agreed to take in 20 
refugees up to May, and in Wolverhampton 100 
will be bought in by 2020. 

In Dudley, two families arrived in June last 
year, with the council agreeing to take in 20 
over the next five years. 

Other politicians have also spoken about un¬ 
even placing of Syrian refugees, including Dud¬ 
ley MP Ian Austin, who last year claimed areas 
in the South East were not taking enough. 

Teresa Clements, from the Brushstrokes 
Community Project, which works with asylum 
seekers in Sandwell, said other parts of the 
country needed to do more. 

She said: “The resettlement of asylum seek¬ 
ers is a very big undertaking and does need to 
be resourcing. Other parts of the country could 
do more than they are doing currently. 

“We do see some Syrian refugees who have 
got here through other ways who have enor¬ 
mous talent and want to integrate into the 
community. 

“These are people who have suffered hugely,” 
she added. 


LJam-busting design for junction 10 



How the new junction 10 island of the M6 will look with the new four-lane bridges to ease congestion 


A CONGESTION-BUSTING de¬ 
sign to finally ease the misery of 
motorists at M6 junction 10 has 
been revealed. Two new, wider 
bridges form part of the design - 
increasing the junction’s number 
of lanes from two to four - and 
should be constructed by 2020. 

The new design for the £64.5m 
scheme has been chosen by 
Walsall Council and Highways 
England to reduce congestion, 
increase safety and improve links 


for businesses in the area. Under 
the plans the current roundabout, 
built in the 1960s will be replaced, 
to avoid the need for extensive 
maintenance. 

Around 8,000 vehicles pass 
through the junction every hour 
during peak periods but the new¬ 
ly-built roundabout will increase 
its capacity to 10,500. Improve¬ 
ments will also be carried out to 
pedestrian and cycle facilities 
at the junction. The A454 Black 


Country Route will be widened 
from Junction 10 to the Bentley 
Mill Way bridge, with enhance¬ 
ments made to the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Road and Bloxwich Lane 
junction. 

Members of the public can view 
the design at three events - at 
the Village Hotel on February 15, 
from 2pm to 8pm, at the Holiday 
Inn from 12pm to 4pm on Febru¬ 
ary 20 and on February 25 from 
11am to 2pm at Boundary Mill. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cadets head south 
for mountain trek 

AIR Cadets from the West Midlands 
will be walking on the wild side as 
they embark upon a once-in- a-life- 
time trek through the Drakensberg 
Mountains in South Africa. 

The expedition, part-funded by 
the RAF Charitable Trust (RAFCT), 
will take cadets on a journey through 
challenging conditions and demand¬ 
ing terrain. 

Trustees approved a £2,000 grant 
towards the South African World 
Heritage site trek, which has been 
supported by the Ulysses Trust and 
will run from August 5 to 28. 

Aston has biggest 
students' increase 

ASTON University saw the biggest in¬ 
crease in students accepting a course 
place compared with all UK universi¬ 
ties, according to the latest data. 

The University and Colleges Admis¬ 
sions Service has published its 2016 
recruitment data which shows accept¬ 
ances rose by 80 per cent since 2011 
- an increase greater than other UK 
university by a significant margin. 

The second and third largest rises 
were achieved by Coventry University 
and University of Surrey, which saw 
a 53 and 50 percent increase respec¬ 
tively. 

Brand stand-up 
heads for cities 

RUSSELL Brand has announced a 
new extensive stand-up tour of the 
UK, including shows in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Birmingham. 

The new tour, RE:BIRTH, will see 
Brand tackle the matrix of modern 
media, politics, sex, fatherhood and 
death. 

He will appear at Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall on November 1, 2018 and 
Birmingham Symphony Hall on De¬ 
cember 5, 2018. Tickets are on sale 
priced from £30.50. 

Firner DIY store is 
now hospice shop 

A FORMER DIY store in Blackheath 
has been turned into a Compton Hos¬ 
pice shop. The clearance store, in 
Halesowen Street, stocks a range of 
items including men’s and women’s 
clothing, accessories, homeware and 
small items of furniture. 

It is also offering customers a ‘Bag a 
Bargain’ promotion where customers 
can buy 10 items for £10 on selected 
items. Anyone who would like to vol¬ 
unteer at the shop can call 01902 774 
545. 

Charlotte's dungeon 

WELSH singer Charlotte Church is 
bringing her Late Night Pop Dungeon 
show to Birmingham. 

The 30-year-old former classical 
singer will be performing a set fea¬ 
turing a wide range of pop and rock 
songs at the 02 Institute in Digbeth 
on May 12. 



BOILER REPAIR SPECIALIST 

• Landlord/Home-owner 
Gas Safety Checks • 

BOILER SERVICING AT 

£45.00 inc. VAT 

For more info call Roger on: 

07974 653 770 01384 413446 

or visit website: 

www.blackcountryboilerrepairs.co.uk 
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Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
Q FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

Q Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
<E> Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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THE BEST OF 


PETER 

% "1 

RHODES 



WORD of Mouth (Radio 4) came from 
Birmingham and explained how the Mid¬ 
land expression blarting, meaning to cry, 
came from the word bleating. What it 
didn’t explain was the expression an old 
Brummie mate of mine would use to de¬ 
scribe someone who was upset: “She was 
blartin’ like Friday.” Why Friday? Any ide¬ 
as? 

THE most fascinating aspect about the 
online petition against a state visit for Don¬ 
ald Trump is the geographical breakdown. 
The areas with the highest rates of peo¬ 
ple signing the petition are London, Cam¬ 
bridge, Oxford, Glasgow and Edinburgh - 
pretty much identical to the results of last 
June’s referendum on the European Union. 
If you’re against Trump, you may well be 
against Brexit. And you’re probably in a 
minority. 

THE strangest thing about Donald 
Trump’s “Muslim ban” is not that it’s rac¬ 
ist or Islamophobic but that it is so stu¬ 
pid. Most US terrorism is committed by 
home-grown loonies who either have a US 
passport or none at all. Trying to keep out 
terrorists by banning visitors from certain 
countries is about as useful as a chocolate 
musket at the Alamo. 

WE all make mistakes. There was no 
shame in a misspelt BBC News commen¬ 
tary which popped up on our screens this 
week referring to “grievious bodily harm.” 
But it was a little alarming that “grievious” 
was on screen for at least two hours and 
no-one in BBC News either noticed or cor¬ 
rected it. 

THIS is prob¬ 
ably not the 
right health 
message to 
take from the 
death of John 
Hurt, as we try 
hard to stick 
to two or three 
units of alcohol 
per day, plus a booze-free day 
every week. But we are told that at his 
worst, Hurt was slinging seven bottles of 
wine a night down his neck. He still made 
it to 77. 

YOU know how it is. Your car lets you 
down and you start looking at the used- 
car ads. I found a nice little runner which 
seemed excellent in all respects, except 
the number plate. It begins with an N, has 
an 0 in the middle and ends NCE. You see 
the problem? 

AND talking of booze, farewell to our 
Christmas cake. Mrs Rhodes’s 2016 mas¬ 
terpiece was steeped in rum and spent the 
final weeks of its life fermenting merrily 
in the cake tin. I swear the last few slic¬ 
es were slightly fizzy and left the mouth 
numb, like a dentist’s injection. The trou¬ 
ble with such epic cakes is that you know, 
no matter how hard you try to repeat the 
recipe, it will never be the same again. As 
Richard Harris told us. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


open their doors to public 


Mosques 



Imam - Yaqoob Bhat in Smethwick 


HUNDREDS of people came togeth¬ 
er to visit mosques around the Black 
Country to find out more about them 
and the Islamic faith as part of a na¬ 
tionwide project. 

The #VisitMyMosque open day 
took place on Sunday, with more 
than 150 mosques around the UK 
taking part. Mosques across Wolver¬ 
hampton, Walsall and Smethwick 
were just some of those that opened 


their doors to visitors and gave peo¬ 
ple the chance to step inside the place 
of worship perhaps for the first time. 

Visitors to the mosques, which 
included Masjid Usman Mosque on 
Shireland Road, Smethwick, were 
able to view special exhibitions re¬ 
vealing what it is to be a Muslim 
and to go on guided tours around 
the prayer rooms, classrooms and 
sensory play areas for children with 


special needs. Yaqoob Bhat, aged 35, 
one of seven Imams leading prayers 
at the Shireland Road mosque in 
Smethwick, said: “This was an op¬ 
portunity for the community to get 
together and show that different cul¬ 
tures can live together. 

“It’s about creating a better un¬ 
derstanding and showing people that 
there there is nothing to be afraid 
of.” 


Drink driver forced 
off road after chase 

By John Scott 

POLICE had to force a drink 
driver off the road to bring a 
high speed chase to a halt, 
a judge heard. 

Remell Glanville had already 
rammed one patrol car when he 
ended up broad side across the 
road after bungling an attempt¬ 
ed handbrake turn, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was told. 

He reversed into the side of a 
police car that had pursued him 
through narrow residential streets 
at more than twice the speed limit. 

Then a second patrol car foiled 
the defendant’s escape by shunting 
the Ford Focus into iron railings in 
Hill Top, West Bromwich. 

Glanville kept revving the engine 
in a bid to break free until officers 
smashed one of his windows with a 
baton and dragged him out, said Mr 
Neil Ahuja, prosecuting. 

Parked 

The chase had started in Bever¬ 
ley Road, Stone Cross, when police 
hunting the Focus after an earlier 
incident with a taxi found it parked 
at 5.50am on December 17. 

A second police car joined the 
chase as Glanville, aged 27, hurtled 
along Heath Lane at more than 
70mph in a 30 limit before travel¬ 
ling on the wrong side of the road, 
ignoring a one-way street, surging 
through red lights and going the 
wrong way round a traffic island. 

At one point he let two passengers 
out before ramming a patrol car. A 
test later showed he had 43 micro¬ 
grams of alcohol in 100 millilitres of 
breath. The legal limit is 35. 

Mr Simon Burch, defending, said: 

“He feared he would be in trouble if 
caught since he knew he had been 
drinking and had neither insurance 
nor driving licence.” 

Glanville, of Grove Lane, Hand- 
sworth had previous convictions 
involving 27 offences. He admitted 
dangerous driving, driving with ex¬ 
cess alcohol, failing to stop and driv¬ 
ing without insurance or a licence. 

He was jailed for 14 months and 
banned from driving for four years, 
seven months. 


Derelict former pub could be razed 





The derelict former Bridge pub in Oldbury has stood empty for years and has been a target for vandals 


A VANDAL-hit former landmark pub in Oldbury could 
be pulled down. 

The Bridge, in Station Road, Langley Green, was 
partly demolished in 2013 after standing empty for more 
than two years. Only its frontage remains - and that is 
covered in graffiti and overgrown trees. 

The pub has previously been ransacked by vandals 
and last year plans were put forward for a development 
of houses and apartments to be built on the site. 

However, the development has yet to go ahead and the 
pub remains half standing on the roadside. 

Councillor Bill Gavan, who represents the Lang¬ 
ley ward, said: “It has stood this way for a while now 
and ideally should not be there. If it became a danger 


to the public it would need to be removed anyway.” It 
was formerly known as the New Inns and was a regular 
drinking hole for workers from nearby factories. Comic 
Frank Skinner is said to have frequented there when he 
worked in Langley. 

Terry Daniels, chairman of the Langley History So¬ 
ciety, said: “It is sad as there is virtually nothing left 
of it and the only reason it is still up is probably to stop 
people falling into the canal.” 

The pub sits close to the Grade II Langley Maltings 
which date back to 1870, but have been empty for 10 
years. 

An application for demolition was submitted in 2012, 
but the council rejected the plans after an outcry. 


Bungling 
burglar left 
his blood at 
crime scene 

A BUNGLING burglar who left a 
trail of blood breaking into the home 
of a 79-year-old woman in the middle 
of the night has been jailed for 14 
months. 

Przemyslaw Skrobich smashed a 
glass panel in the front door of the 
house in Wellington Street, West 
Bromwich, at 2am, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

The noise woke the occupant who 
was alone in the property and she 
switched on her bedroom light, said 
Mr Howard Searle, prosecuting. She 
checked the room upstairs but did not 
go to the ground floor until she got up 
again five hours later on July 30. 

She discovered broken glass litter¬ 
ing the floor and blood on the door 
frame and wall indicating that the in¬ 
truder had started to climb the stairs 
before fleeing empty handed, probably 
after realising somebody was awake. 

Scientific checks on the stains re¬ 
vealed it matched the DNA of the 
40-year-old defendant, who had three 
previous convictions in this country as 
well several in Lithuania before arriv¬ 
ing in the UK. 

The driver’s mate, who had al¬ 
legedly been travelling around the 
country and was of no fixed address 
following the break up of his mar¬ 
riage, did not give himself up to police 
until December 7. 

Miss Blondelle Thompson, defend¬ 
ing, said: “He is totally ashamed. This 
was not a targeted burglary. He had 
no idea of the age of the occupant.” 
Skrobich had pleaded guilty to bur¬ 
glary with intent to steal. 

Choreography 
hopefuls 1 boost 

DANCERS looking to develop a ca¬ 
reer as a choreographer are in line for 
support through a new award. Danc- 
eXchange, the Midlands-based dance 
house has announced the inaugural 
dx Choreography Award to support 
artists at an early stage of their cho¬ 
reographic career. 

As part of DanceXchange’s new 
Artist Development programme, 
which will be launched this spring, 
the award will support the practice of 
up to eight early-career artists each 
year who are based, living or working 
in the Midlands. 

The dx Choreography Award is an 
ongoing programme for artists with 
the ambition to grow and further de¬ 
velop their practice. Further details 
are available by visiting www.dancex- 
change.org.uk 

Car auction centre 
is officially opened 

A MULTI-MILLION pound car auc¬ 
tion site has been officially opened 
by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, 
Councillor Carl Rice. The 20-acre 
British Car Auctions (BCA) centre 
has been created in Perry Barr, Bir¬ 
mingham. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE T0PHWS 


CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 

WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 


Could you change a child’s life? 


Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They work 
with them through challenges that many parents will never encounter - and 
experience rewards that many of us cannot imagine. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after young people since 
1870. We’re a small fostering agency so there’s a family feel to what we do. 

We’re looking for people to foster teenagers or sibling groups of younger children. 
You’ll need at least one spare bedroom and the time, patience and compassion to 
work with a young person on a one-to-one basis. 

Foster with us and you’ll be a valued member of a dedicated team working to 
change a child’s life. We provide full training and support and offer a competitive 
allowance of around £420 per week. 

Want to know more? Visit our website or phone a member of our team today. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 0800 234 6282 

St Christopher’s Fellowship @StChris1870 

Caring for children and young people since 1870 







































Be vigilant 
to prevent 
bird crime, 
says charity 

COUNTRYSIDE users must continue 
to be vigilant to stop Midlands birds 
of prey being victims of wildlife crime, 
according to leading charity the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds 

The RSPB’s Birdcrime 2015 report 
reveals 196 reports of illegal per¬ 
secution of birds of prey in the UK, 
including the confirmed shooting of 
16 buzzards, 11 peregrines, three red 
kites, one red-footed falcon and a hen 
harrier. Of the total, 92 confirmed 
persecution incidents and 61 per cent 
occurred in the England. 

There were 34 reported incidents of 
bird of prey persecution in the Mid¬ 
lands, with 13 of those confirmed in¬ 
cluding two shot peregrine falcons, a 
shot goshawk, a shot red kite, three 
poisoned buzzards, and a spring- 
trapped osprey. 

The national and regional figures 
are thought to represent a fraction of 
the actual number of offences, with 
many incidents going unreported and 
undetected. 

Martin Harper, RSPB director 
of conservation, said: “Our birds of 
prey are magnificent creatures, and 
the sight of a hen harrier’s dramatic 
skydancing display flight is simply 
breathtaking. 

“Everyone should be able to witness 
this but sadly millions of people are 
denied this opportunity. 

“Conservation groups, the shooting 
community and the general public 
need to be vigilant, in order to stop 
a small minority from continuing 
to commit these kinds of wildlife 
crimes.” 


Best Brummie 
buskers online 

A WEBSITE celebrating the best 
buskers has been launched. Busking 
has been modernised through an in¬ 
novative new service, exclusive to the 
buskers of Birmingham. 

Busk in Brum allows each busker 
to make their own free profile on new 
website www.buskinbrum.com 

The buskers can then be found by 
members of the public who have en¬ 
joyed their talents. The website aims 
to promote, support and celebrate the 
city’s buskers by providing them and 
their act an additional level of expo¬ 
sure through this online platform. 

Any performer, from musicians, 
dancers, artists and circus acts are 
welcome to create their own profile, 
which will appear on the site and can 
be searched for using simple filters. 

Fitness classes 
at leisure centre 

HADEN Hill Leisure Centre is hold¬ 
ing sessions for fitness fanatics on 
Mondays. The classes start with Body 
Pump at 5.30pm and Body Combat at 
6.30pm. 

Details via www.slt-leisure.co.uk 


Lane is blocked by dumped rubbish 



The pile of rubbish. Picture: Alistair Paul 


FLY-TIPPERS blocked a road with 
building waste at scenic spot. 

Rubble, tarpaulin, wooden pallets 
and bricks were strewn across Back 
Lane in Aldridge on Sunday January 
29. Alistair Paul was walking with his 
wife Louise when he came across the 
rubbish. 

The waste had been placed in the 
middle of the track, off Chester Road, 
blocking the way. Mr Paul, from Little 
Aston, said: “I was looking for poten¬ 
tial evidence in there. I didn’t know 
what you do (to catch fly-tippers) but 
it was a disgraceful sight.” 


He added there were other litter 
problems along nearby Hobs Hole 
Lane, where the couple found lager 
cans littering the walkway. Mr Paul 
added: “What’s quite obvious about 
Hobs Hole Lane is that there are so 
many Stella Artois cans there it would 
seem to be a frequent visitor.” 

Walsall Council’s portfolio holder 
for Clean and Green, Councillor Chris 
Jones, said: “We are aware of this in¬ 
cident and, as the fly-tipped waste 
is blocking the public highway, have 
made arrangements for its prompt 
clearance. Any fly-tipping is bad, but 


to dump waste in the middle of the 
road in such a cavalier fashion beg¬ 
gars belief.” Last year Walsall Coun¬ 
cil said it spent £120,000 on clearing 
up fly-tipped waste in just 12 months. 

Willenhall North councillor Ian 
Shires told the Express & Star in De¬ 
cember that he wanted a review to be 
undertaken over whether a company 
could be located around Walsall to 
clamp down on littering. 

Private firm 3GS was brought in by 
Walsall Council in September to spot 
environment offences, including dog 
fouling and fly-tipping. 


Redundancies pledge by 
council in £500k savings 


COUNCIL bosses in Sandwell are 
set to continue its “Jobs Promise” 
scheme to make no compulsory re¬ 
dundancies for another year - after 
totting up more than £500,000 of 
savings since it was launched. 

The pledge, which gives workers job se¬ 
curity and the council a far greater flexi¬ 
bility, was launched in April 2015 and is 
due to run out at the end of the financial 
year. 

Now the council chiefs say that the deal, 
which has saved people from compulsory re¬ 
dundancy and enabled the council to avoid 
spending over half a million pounds on redun¬ 
dancy payments, should be extended for an¬ 
other 12 months. At the time of the launch of 
the award-winning scheme chief executive Jan 
Britton described the scheme as “good for staff, 
for residents and for the council.” 

His comments came after Sandwell had shed 
almost 400 jobs, 39 of them compulsorily at a 
cost of about £6 million, as it worked at restruc¬ 
turing the council after more than £280m in 
cuts from its budgets in the previous five years. 

Under the deal, employees facing redun¬ 
dancy get the opportunity to retrain and be 
offered another job with the council, which has 
otherwise frozen all but essential recruitment 
of new workers. 

Redeployed 

Councillor Steve Trow, cabinet member for 
core services, said: “The council has kept its 
commitment not to make any employee com¬ 
pulsorily redundant and almost 50 employees 
have been successfully redeployed. 

“However the actual number of avoided re¬ 
dundancies is much higher as many managers 
and their teams have adapted to work more 
flexibly and so avoid the need for any redun¬ 
dancies at all, including voluntary redundancy. 

“Apart from the substantial savings made, 
and just as importantly, the council has been 
able to maintain what we see as our moral com¬ 
mitment as a responsible employer.” 

Councillor Trow said that the scheme had 
led to national recognition, with the council 
being shortlisted for six national awards in 
2016 alone, winning three of them so far. “The 
move has enabled us to move away from the 
usual ‘boom and bust’ cycle of downsizing by 
investing in people we already have while at 
the same time achieving huge savings,” he said. 



Chief Exec Jonathan Westhoff on the main stairs of the new West Brom Building Society headquarters 


THIS is the home ‘back to basics’ 
built: the towering new head¬ 
quarters of the Black Country’s 
biggest building society, the West 
Brom. 

A strong recovery after getting 
back to home loans and savings, 
following near collapse in the 
wake of the credit crunch, has left 
the society, with 460,000 mem¬ 
bers, facing the future with con¬ 
fidence. 

The £20 million, five-storey 


70,000 sq ft offices in Providence 
Place are now home to up to 550 
staff, with another 200 working at 
the West Brom’s 37 branches. 

Measured 

It may just be a few hundred 
yards from the society’s old 1970s 
head office, but the difference 
in the two could be measured in 
miles. 

“We have room to grow,” says 


chief executive Jonathan West¬ 
hoff. “We could hold up to 700 
people here.” 

But, less than a decade ago, 
such a move would have been un¬ 
thinkable with 150 jobs being cut 
in the wake of the credit crunch. 

Mr Westhoff has now helped 
put the West Brom back on track. 

Its most recent figures revealed 
mortgage lending was up 50 per 
cent to £441 million and underly¬ 
ing profit tripled to £3.8m. 
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Crackdown call 
on landowners 

A COUNCILLOR has said that land- 
owners who don’t comply with coun¬ 
cil regulations should be addressed 
‘aggressively’ in order to get the best 
results for residents. 

Councillor Ian Shires, who repre¬ 
sents Willenhall North, has said that 
landowners of eyesore buildings need 
to meet Walsall Council half way to 
ensure they don’t ‘blight’ areas. 

He said: “Land owners need to step 
up to the plate. Sites that aren’t main¬ 
tained can become an eyesore and a 
blight on an area. As a council we do 
all we can to help developers.” 

£700k to improve 
charity's support 

A CHARITY has been awarded 
£699,000 from the Big Lottery Fund 
to improve bereavement support for 
older people in sheltered housing. 

Cruse Bereavement Care will de¬ 
liver the project with The ExtraCare 
Charitable Trust, which operates 
31 retirement villages and housing 
schemes and supports 4,400 older 
people, including those living with de¬ 
mentia. Anne Townsend, deputy chief 
executive, said: “We are delighted 
that with this funding we will be able 
to extend the services we are able to 
provide.” 

That's amore, at 
Valentine's talk 

THE romance of Italy will be in the 
air this Valentine’s Day at the West 
Bromwich Institute’s latest talk. 

The audience will be taken on a tour 
of the mountains and cities of Umbria 
and the Marches next Tuesday, with 
pictures and commentary from David 
Keith Jones. Fascinating insights into 
the history, architecture and art of 
this beautiful region are guaranteed. 

The journey will begin at 7.30 at the 
Central Library, admission £3.00 via 
the rear entrance. 

Next of kin sought 
by healthcare trust 

A HEALTHCARE trust is searching 
for the next of kin of three patients. 

Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust 
wants to locate the family of Cohn 
Sanderson, from Walsall, who was 
born in 1943, Kathleen Coley, from 
Darlaston, born in 1937 and Francis 
Jones of Walsall, born in 1938. 

Anyone related to any of these pa¬ 
tients is asked to please contact Julie 
Venables at General Office, Walsall 
Manor Hospital on 01922 721172 ex¬ 
tension 4637. 

Turtle-y awesome role 

SEA Life Centre Birmingham is on 
the lookout for a young ambassador. 
Youngsters aged 11-14 can apply by 
sending in a sea turtle story, of no 
more than 1,000 words, and illus¬ 
trated if possible, to birminghammar 
keting@merlinentertainments .biz by 
February 28. 


Affordable | Affordable windows, doors 
W i n d o w s and conservatories 


Windows 12 x 12 


Conservatories 3x3 


I 


BESPOKE AND CONTRACT 
FURNITURE DESIGN 
& UPHOLSTERY 


Stockists of celebrity furniture 



www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk I Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879 


Full re-upholstery service available 


Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, Long Lane Halesowen, 
West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Tel: 0121 559 7143 E: sales@gdupholstery.co.uk 
www.gdupholstery.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Slippers 
at school 
is just a 
step too far 

THE headmistress of a school in Derby¬ 
shire has come up with a, ahem, uncon¬ 
ventional approach to school uniform. 

EmmaTitchener is encouraging young¬ 
sters to wear slippers in the classroom, 
saying it makes them more relaxed. 

Yeah I bet it does. What next? Novelty 
onesies? 

Actually, having seen the pictures of 
Findern Primary School, that wouldn’t 
come as a total surprise. It certainly ap¬ 
pears to have a laid-back approach to 
education. 

One of the photos shows a couple of 
children relaxing on a bright-red sofa. An¬ 
other shows a teacher in furry footwear 
sat in front of a giant flat-screen telly. It 
looks more like a slightly tacky health spa 
than a place of learning. 

Now I don’t suppose it ever occurred 
to Mrs Titchener, but in a few years’ time 
it will fall to the same children’s teachers 
at secondary school to persuade them 
to dress smartly, and convince them that 
slobbing around in slippers will not be ac¬ 
ceptable in the workplace. 

Perhaps it is all part of a cunning plan, 
the hope being that by the time teenage 
rebellion sets in, they will all angrily insist 
on shiny black brogues instead. 

A study by Bournemouth University 
says a casual approach to footwear also 
reduces bullying. Hmm, forgive my scep¬ 
ticism, but not sure that would work in the 
Black Country. 

Still, it probably hurts a lot less when 
they kick one another’s heads in. 

□ □□ 


RATIONING is back, well sort of. Due to 
inclement conditions in southern Europe, 
Tesco has restricted its customers to a 
maximum of three iceberg lettuces each. 

However will we manage? Now I 
thought iceberg was a nasty alcohol-free 
wine which I once bought by accident 
when I was 17. Can’t tell you how im¬ 
pressed my friends waiting outside the 
off-licence were. 

But it appears that a touch of frost in 
Spain means some of us will have to go 
a few weeks without flavourless, watery 
leaves. 

And just as everybody felt the need to 
queue for five hours at Don Miller’s when 
the bakers went on strike in the late 70s - 
going a couple of days without toast was 
unthinkable, wasn’t it? - you can bet that 
somewhere there will be reports of peo¬ 
ple brawling over who has the last salad. 

It reminds me a bit of the episode of 
Open All Hours, when Arkwright found 
himself lumbered with a job lot of Jamai¬ 
can ginger cake. 

So he limited sales to one loaf per cus¬ 
tomer, and everyone was clamouring for 
it. 


* 



Lee eventually got the picture he wanted at Mount Olympus 


Lee in Latvia, the highest point is 90m less than the Wrekin 



Lee seen at the highest point in the gardens at Vatican City 



Roofer Lee hitting the 
heights across globe 



Gaizinkalns, which at 312 metres above sea level is the highest point in Latvia 


Lee Humpries is on target to 
reach 100 highest points in 
countries across the globe. 

HEATHER LARGE reports 


MOUNTAIN climber and intrepid 
traveller Lee Humphries is a man 
on a mission as he continues his 
quest to stand on the highest point 
in 100 different countries. 

The 34-year-old, from Bilston, is travel¬ 
ling across Europe, Africa, South Ameri¬ 
ca and Asia as part of his challenge. 

So far he has crossed 40 off his list and 
scaled Mount Olympus in Cyprus, Har Meron 
in Israel and Gaizinkalns in Latvia in recent 
months. 

Self-employed roofer Lee has set himself 
the target of reaching another 20 by the end 
of 2017 with the aim of getting to 100 by 2019. 

His dedication to his challenge was shown in 
Cyprus where he faced a few hurdles in achiev¬ 
ing his goal of climbing Mount Olympus. 

Summit 

“I could see the Starbrook wide field tele¬ 
scope on the summit and the RAF Troodos 
military compound accompanied with several 
signs showing a camera with a cross through 
it,” he said. 

“As with other military compounds, I was 
aware of the photography issue but it does 
conflict at times with me taking a photo on the 
high point or highest legal point. 

“I pushed on past two small manned out¬ 
posts and heading briskly towards the main 
gates. By this point I had already taken my 
camera out and took a super fast selfie. 

“I went to take another and a heard a man 
shout ‘Oi no photographs” in a very British 


voice. I turned around as my back was to the 
compound and said no problem and that I was 
climbing to the highest point in 100 countries, 
and would take a photo of me and the view not 
the facility. 

“I continued back down the path but I 
wasn’t satisfied. I stopped and thought of 


other pictures I had seen showing people 
closer to the summit. 

“I planned to head back up to the top but to 
the opposite side of the military facility. 

“There was a ski slope and another small 
manned box but this time unoccupied. 

“I made my move and quickly jogged to the 


fence close to the summit where I had seen the 
other photos taken.” 

His recent travels have included a trip to 
Vatican City in Rome, a place where he had to 
visit two sites to ensure he was at the highest 
point - and where he found patience was also 
key to his success. 

“The Vatican lies entirely within Rome and 
is the world’s smallest sovereign state in terms 
of size and population. 

“The highest natural point lies in the Vati¬ 
can gardens which are only accessible as part 
of a group tour. 

“There is also a discrepancy regarding 
which is the actual higher point out of two 
areas within the gardens, so I really needed 
to go to both. 

“There are a lot of variables when on a 
guided tour that I had no control over and on 
several occasions nearly decided to quickly slip 
away from the group as we passed very close to 
the high points before continuing on. 

Elbrus 

“Thankfully the tour guide was thorough 
and took in the Vatican radio station and other 
high points, so I was able to take photos.” 

Among the high points on the agenda for the 
year are Suur Munamagi, the highest peak in 
Estonia at 1,043ft, Balanesti in Moldova, 
which stands at 1,410ft, and the 1,130 ft high 
hill Hara Dzyarzhynskaya in Belarus. 

He is also planning a trip to Mount Elbrus 
in Russia, Europe’s highest peak, as well as 
Haiti in Finland, Fan Si Pan in Vietnam and 
Halla-San in South Korea. 

During his adventures around the world he 
has had to deal with high temperatures, driv¬ 
ing rain and even military gunfire in Croatia 
when he went to climb Dinara. 

He has also visited Kekes in Hungary, 
Dingli Cliffs in Malta and Mount Titano in 
San Marino. 

To follow Lee’s continuing adventures visit 
www.100countryhighpoints.com or follow him 
on Twitter . 


Cl 
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. “off 

selected products 

Y Old Buildings Removed 

Y Asbestos Disposal 

Y Base Laying Service 

Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 

wm 


HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

& Garden Rooms 







Prices from g^jvgjd 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

£1599 
£3099 


Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Fitted prices from 


8ft x 6ft £725 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 
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Resolve disputes around the table 


ANDREW Scattergood’s letter (Janu¬ 
ary 6) castigates Nigel Hastilow’s ar¬ 
ticle about industrial action. Whilst I 
admit that I do not always agree with 
what Nigel writes, I would defend his 
right to hold his own opinions. 

Andrew’s letter illustrates a com¬ 
mon trait among those with left wing 
sentiments in that they think that 
only their opinion count. This is well 
illustrated if you look to present and 
previous socialist regimes where any 
opposing views lead you to a Gulag, 
prison or worse. 

As a retired octogenarian, with no 


political affiliations but a keen interest 
in history, I would suggest that An¬ 
drew comes to terms with the fact that 
this is the 21st century, a time of mas¬ 
sive change which affects us all. 

Whilst I do not claim to be an aca¬ 
demic, I do try to use the method of a 
good historian observing all sides of 
any issue without prejudice. 

Of course unions use chosen times to 
their advantage and they always give 
the reply that heavy-handed teachers 
used to give to children - “This hurts 
me more than it hurts you! ” 

My late father, who was also non-po¬ 


litical, used to say ‘management and 
union should be shut in a room, fed 
and watered, but not allowed out until 
an agreement had been made’. This is 
a truism as all agreements require a 
degree of compromise. 

I am not anti-union and agree with 
Andrew that they have accomplished 
many admirable rights for workers but 
they need to come fully into this ‘tech¬ 
nical age’ and try to appreciate that the 
best way to resolve a dispute is around 
a table and not walk out in a sulk. 
JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 
Great Barr 


Allowance 
best option 
for workers 

THE letter from Elizabeth 
Mary Chance about council 
workers’ mileage allowance 
suggests a lack of knowledge 
on why payments are made. 

The payments are made 
to essential car users, that 
is council workers who use 
their own vehicle in the 
course of doing their job. 

She states that her daugh¬ 
ter works at a school but she 
is not paid mileage to travel 
to and from the school. 

Well, neither are the 
council workers. They are 
only paid for the miles they 
cover while moving around 
the borough while doing 
their job. For example, a 
school truant officer who 
attends several schools and 
makes visits to parents if 
they need to be spoken to 
about a child’s attendance. 

If the council had to 
provide dozens of cars at 
a cost of many thousands 
of pounds, plus servicing, 
maintenance and insurance 
that would far outweigh the 
‘few hundred pounds’ she 
says the council will save by 
not paying allowances. 

R MASON 
Tividale 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Think of cats when 
disposing of liquids 

WE have four cats, all of whom have been rescued. We are 
also regularly visited by others looking for food and shelter. 

One of these was a large ginger and white tom cat. We 
have no idea to whom he belonged. Last week, a neighbour 
came to see if we had seen ginger as he had not looked well 
and had run off when our neighbour had tried to get him 
in a carrier to take him to the vet. 

Ginger disappeared for a few days and last Saturday I 
found him in our summerhouse looking unwell and with 
a runny nose. I telephoned the RSPCA. An inspector came 
and said that he might have an abcess in his mouth as his 
mouth was bleeding. The inspector telephoned me later 
that day to say that Ginger had consumed something caus¬ 
tic as his mouth and throat were badly burned and his kid¬ 
neys were damaged. He had to be put down. 

I would urge people to get rid of caustic substances safely. 
However, if this was a deliberate act, then whoever has 
done it should be ashamed. It was fortunate that Ginger 
trusted us enough to come to us, otherwise he could have 
spent a long and agonising time until he starved to death 
LEN HALES 
Cradley Heath 


Art can still 
be of value 

IS Rolf Harris any less of an 
artist because of his convic¬ 
tion than he was previous to 
it? Van Gough was a raving 
madman but we will pay 
millions for his work. 

So Coventry Uni wants 
to erase Harris’s self-por¬ 
trait caricature, due to his 
now sullied reputation. But 
surely art is art. 

It might be created by 
dark minds, but art isn’t 
the work of innocents. Har¬ 
ris might be a convicted per¬ 
vert, he might not be liked, 
but in a way it makes his art 
more challenging. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Birmingham 

A bitter end? 

I THINK Sandwell Council 
ought to canvass the opin¬ 
ions of its citizens before 
committing such a large 
sum of money to new meth¬ 
ods of cremation. 

I find it appalling the idea 
of a human body being re¬ 
duced by some new fangled 
acid-bath. Then the result¬ 
ant sludge being washed 
into the sewer system is an¬ 
ything but eco-friendly. 
DAVID EVETTS 
West Bromwich 



COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £ 149.00 

from i 

INSTALLED £ 299 . 00 ^/ 


KITCHENS & BA 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION I WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 



Fully Installed inc. 

Safety Glass Enclosure, 
Shower seat. Grab Rail, 
Shower valve 
Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall 
Panels. 


INSTALLED 

from 

£ 1895 . 00 * J 


Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed 
Includes, Walk in bath, 
Thermostatic bath/ 
shower mixer, bathing 
seat tiling or easy 
clean wall panels 

INSTALLED 

from 

£ 2995.00 




• Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 

• Long established business • Quality installers ‘Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 



Nursing 


Home 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 


www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 



POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 
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House prices are streets apart, 
as borough is among cheapest 


THEY are communities rich in industrial heritage with 
award-winning parks and known for their friendly people. 

Yet anyone wanting to buying a house in Sandwell, Walsall and Wol¬ 
verhampton can expect to pay the least for a home in the West Mid¬ 
lands. Affluent areas such as Solihull, Worcester and Lichfield may see 
potential home owners having to break the bank to get on the property 
ladder. But those wishing to purchase a home in the Black Country will 


spend less. 

But for some community leaders the 
prices are still too high. 

A report by the National Housing 
Federation has revealed the cheapest 
and most expensive locations to buy 
a house in terms of average prices. 
The cheapest area is Stoke-on-Trent, 
where the average price is £112,476. 

This is followed by Sandwell, where 
the average house fetches £134,267, 
Wolverhampton, £146,359 and Wal¬ 
sall, £158,017. In Dudley the average 
house price in 2016 was £164,648, 
while Wyre Forest has an average 
house price of £186,377. 

Fewer 

In Stafford, the average price 
is £207,307, and in Lichfield it is 
£249,396. In South Staffordshire the 
average house price was £224,556. 
Cannock Chase has an average price of 
£158,222 - but offers one of the cheap¬ 
est average private sector rents - £517 
a month. 

According to the report, there are 
40,000 fewer homes than needed in 
the West Midlands. In Sandwell there 
are 4,889. 

Sandwell council leader Steve Eling 
said: “House prices have always been 
lower in Sandwell. They are more af¬ 
fordable than elsewhere in the region. 
It is not a bad thing if the prices are 
lower, if it helps people get on the 
housing ladder. Sandwell is a good 


By David Banner _ 

place to live.” 

Councillor Judy Foster, deputy 
leader of Dudley Council, said: “I 
think house prices in Dudley have in¬ 
creased by six per cent in the last 12 
months. But the question is how do 
we keep young people in the borough. 
As house prices increase, does it affect 
them trying to get on the ladder.” 

The report claims the average 
income required for a mortgage is 
more than £45,000. The report also 
illustrates how housing associations 
are providing solutions to these chal¬ 
lenges, including that last year hous¬ 
ing associations in the West Midlands 
built over 3,500 new homes, and 
started building almost 5,000 more. 

The average house price across the 
West Midlands according to the report 
is £197,600. The average private sec¬ 
tor rent is over £600 a month, but this 
also varies greatly across the region, 
from £450 to over £800. 

The report also sets out the average 
rent paid by private sector tenants in 
each area. Tenants in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton have the lowest rents in the Black 
Country with the average at £513 per 
month. In Sandwell the average is 
£519; in Walsall the average is £524; 
and in Dudley it stands at £530. 



Walsall, where average house prices are £158,017 Stafford homes are more expensive, at £207,307 on average 



Wolverhampton - lowest average rents, £513 a month Sandwell - where the average house fetches £134,267 


Apprentice 
contest call 
by Screwfix 

APPRENTICES across the Black 
Country and Staffordshire are being 
invited to enter this year’s Top Trade 
Apprentice awards. 

The competition, organised by 
Screwfix which has stores in West 
Bromwich, Wednesbury, Brierley 
Hill, Dudley, and Wolverhampton is 
setting out to find and reward the best 
trade apprentice in the UK. 

The finest apprentices from the 
region will be selected by Screwfix to 
go head-to-head at a national final at 
Google headquarters in London dur¬ 
ing April. The winner will receive a 
business start-up pack including a 
laptop with accessories, £5,000 worth 
of Screwfix products and funds for fu¬ 
ture training and courses. 

Graham Smith, Screwfix’s director 
of marketing, said: “As a leading sup¬ 
plier to the trade, we run this compe¬ 
tition to safeguard the future of the 
industry and invest in the next gener¬ 
ation of top tradespeople. 

“This is the third year we’ve run 
the Screwfix Top Trade Apprentice 
competition and every year we’re 
hugely impressed by the bright, en¬ 
thusiastic young apprentices who are 
keen to get on in their careers.” 

Entries are open until March 5. 
To find out more you can go into the 
Screwfix stores across the region or 
visit www.screwfix.com/sfta to com¬ 
plete an application form. 

Merseyside music and 
laughter on the way 

SIXTIES pop group The Mersey- 
beats will be performing in a show 
mixing music and comedy in Dudley 
Town Hall. Rockin’ and Rolling with 
Laughter is visiting the venue on No¬ 
vember 11 at 7.30pm. 

The show will also feature Beryl 
Marsden, Mick Miller, Berni Flint, 
The Merseys and The Dakotas . 

Advance tickets are on sale at 
£25.00 from 01384 812812. 



m 






Cleaning 1 
Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 


products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




ii 


nm 




Replace the existing roof on MSnfAEET^^^ 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


FREERHONEi0800i917i6060Aw 1 wwirydalewindowsTco 1 .uk 


[ksagOan^, 


Blackheath 


5!30pm 
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lost lorry gets stuck on 
city tram line for hours 



The HGV after it blocked the Metro tracks at St Chad’s in the city centre 


THE Midland Metro tram net¬ 
work was disrupted for more 
than five hours after a con¬ 
fused lorry driver drove his 
truck on the tracks and got 
stuck. 

The HGV blocked the tracks at 
St Chad’s in Birmingham city cen¬ 
tre last Tuesday morning, forcing 
services from Wolverhampton to 
halt at St Paul’s instead of contin¬ 
uing onto Grand Central at Bir¬ 
mingham New Street station. 

The driver was hauling a load of 
concrete barriers through the city on 
his way to the M6 but ended up driv¬ 
ing down the tram line, despite signs 
warning of a tramway. 

It caused major disruption for 
Black Country commuters heading 
to St Chad’s, Bull Street, Corporation 
Street or Grand Central who were 
forced to walk, take a shuttle-tram or 
board a bus. 

Recovery 

British Transport Police was called 
at 6.30am but had to wait for two re¬ 
covery trucks and the lorry was not 
reversed off the tracks until 10.30am, 
when it left a trail of churned up turf 
behind it. 

The tracks then had to be checked 
to make sure the lorry, owned by Not¬ 
tinghamshire-based Hardstaff Barri¬ 
ers, hadn’t caused any damage. 

The network was back running as 
normal from around noon. 

The driver of the stranded lorry, sit¬ 
ting in the cab, shielded his face with 
his hand as office workers stared and 
took photos of the unusual scene, be¬ 
tween Birmingham Snow Hill station 
and the plush One Snow Hill office 
block. 

After painstakingly winching the 
lorry back off the tram line, a recov¬ 
ery worker asked the bemused driver 


“do you know where you’re going?”, to 
laughs from engineers inspecting the 
tracks. The driver replied “the M6”, 
and was soon back on the road and on 
his way. 

Tickets were accepted on National 
Express buses into the city centre and 
London Midland trains from the Haw¬ 
thorns while the city route was out of 
action. 

Frustrated travellers took to Twit¬ 
ter to question how the lorry loaded 
with concrete blocks ended up on the 
tram route so far from the road and 


why it took so long to be moved. But 
it’s not the first time motorists have 
ended up following the tram line in¬ 
stead of driving along Queensway near 
Snow Hill train station. 

In May last year, revellers heading 
to Birmingham’s pride festival were 
forced to find alternative transport 
when a Peugeot 207 was left strad¬ 
dling the tracks, while in November 
an uninsured drink-driver made the 
same mistake when he tried to drive 
his Mercedes home to Telford after a 
night out. 


ubhi’s 


* 
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KITCHENS & FURNITURE 




MASSIVE 

KITCHEN SALE 

NOW ON 

UP TO 60% OFF 
CERTAIN 
RANGES 





DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG.Tel: 0121 557 7222 


Find us on a 


lPa. 5 Lqn.ci Blind 5 

Vertical Blind Specialist 


| www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 



All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 
Suitable for any room and environment 
i/ Light control in all situations 
i/ Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 
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SAL 



2 FOR 1 OFFER - THIS SATURDAY ONLY 


ri? PAY FOR 1 


Saturday 11th February 

WE WILL BE OFFERING 
SUPER 2 FOR 1 OFFERS 

at 9.30 am and 1.00 pm 
Note: We will have more lines 
— than those advertiser 1 


* \a 

9.30am I.OOpm 


MENS S/S SHIRTS 2XL to 6XL 

Plain Colours £13.99 Sale Price £11.99 

THIS SATURDAY at 9.30 am Any 2 for £11.99 


MENS TROUSERS 

48 to 54 Waist £28.99 Sale Price £23.99 
THIS SATURDAY at 9.30 am Any 2 for £23.99 


First Edition 00 SCALE BUSES 

Wolverhampton Corporation etc 
Normally £19.99 

THIS SATURDAY at 9.30 am Any 2 for £19.99 


Various BACHMANN 5 PLANK WAGONS 

Normally £13.95 

THIS SATURDAY at 9.30 am Any 2 for £13.95 

LADIES Leather Flat Shoes 

Black sizes 4 to 8 Usually £9.99 

THIS SATURDAY at 9.30 am 2 pairs for £9.99 

LADIES BRAS underwired 

Normally £5.99, Sale Price £5.49 

THIS SATURDAY at 9.30 am 2 for £5.49 

Motif Emb T Towels 

Special Purchase £1.99 

THIS SATURDAY at 9.30 am 2 for £1.99 



MENS KNITTED JUMPERS 

2XL to 5XL £25.99 Sale Price £20.99 

THIS SATURDAY at 1 pm Any 2 for £20.99 

MENS CHECK BOXER SHORTS 

Double Pack £14.99 XL to 4XL 

Sale Price £13.99 pack 

THIS SATURDAY at 1 pm Any 2 packs for £13.99 
BACHMANN SCENECRAFT 

Resin 00 Buildings 
Low Relief Normally £24.95 

THIS SATURDAY at 1 pm Any 2 for £24.95 
HORNBY COACHES 

New unboxed LMS & Eastern Region 
Normally £35.99 

THIS SATURDAY at 1 pm Any 2 for £35.99 
Ladies NIGHTSHIRTS 

Usually £9.99 

THIS SATURDAY at 1 pm 2 for £9.99 _ 

MENS SHOES SLIP ON 

Sizes 6 to 11 

Usually £15.99, Sale Price £13.99 

THIS SATURDAY AT 1 pm 2 Pairs for £13.99 

Open Saturday 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 

174/180 Vicarage Road, Near Oldbury 
On the main B4159 Smethwick to 
Blackheath Main Road 
0121 552 1684 • Customer Car Park 


GOLD PRICES THE 
HIGHEST IN YEARS 


9ct Gold £10.50 
18ct Gold £21.00 
22ct Gold £25.66 

(price as of 7.2.17) 


Full Sovereign 

£212 

Full Kruggerand 

£905 


d\r v**; 


A' 


Best rates and pay no commission on all foreign currency 
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Take chance to see all the accessories on offer 

COMPETITION 

Say I Do and 
enjoy a top 
fashion fix 



THE National Wedding Show has 
a spectacular line up for spring 2017, 
bringing the nation’s most beautiful, 
stylish and inspiring wedding suppliers 
together under one roof. 

It has the hottest names on the high 
street and independent boutiques. All 
the bridal party will be entertained with 
live music, food tastings, shopping 
hotspots and DIY classes, not to men¬ 
tion The Champagne Bar! 

And the organisers have teamed 
up with the Chronicle series to put 
30 pairs of tickets up for grabs for 
the show at Birmingham’s NEC from 
March 3-5. 

The Revlon Runway brings to life 
the latest trends for the bride, groom, 
mother-of-the-bride and the brides¬ 
maids on the UK’s largest bridal 
catwalk. 

The biggest names in bridal design 
will showcase their latest collections 
including Jenny Packham, Vera Wang, 
David’s Bridal, Alfred Angelo, Allure 
Bridals, Berketex Brides, Maggie Sot- 


tero, Maids to Measure, Debenhams, 
Coast, Phase Eight, Young’s Hire, 
Moss Bros, Nigel Rayment, Katya 
Katya Shehurina, Cad & The Dandy, 
Ben De Lisi, and many more. 

The National Wedding Show tours 
the country to bring brides-to-be 
their fashion-fix and the latest in 
stationery, honeymoons, beauty, plus 
so much more. 

It’s the perfect place to shop for 
your entire wedding or if you are 
on a ‘quest for the dress’ head to 
the Bridal Boutique and Designer 
Boutique, to try on that dream dress 
and get advice. 

The National Wedding show has a 
line-up of industry insiders to devour 
their passions at The Makeover The¬ 
atre, the home for hair, beauty and 
style advice. 

Savile Row tailors from Cad & The 
Dandy and Yardsman lead the way 
for the boys and there is advice on 
accessories and even the honey¬ 
moon. 


So many styles to chose from 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
a pair of tickets simply answer the 
following question. 

Where do you go for 
beauty advice? 

Send your name, address and 
phone number and contact phone 
number to Wedding Competition, 
Chronicle editorial 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
Closing date: Thursday Febuary 16. 


Rave on, and fans didn't 
need to be asked twice 



All on stage for a rip roaring show finale which had the audience on their feet 


The Buddy Holly Story, 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

RAVE on, he sang, and that is just 
what we all did at The Buddy Holly 
Story at Wolverhampton’s Grand The¬ 
atre. 

It may be 58 years ago that the leg¬ 
end died but this just proves that his 
music will live on forever. 

In 18 short months the Texas-born 
boy revolutionized the face of con¬ 
temporary music. This show tells of 
his meteoric rise to fame and his final 
performance at the Surf Ballroom in 
Clear Lake, Iowa, before his tragic and 
untimely death, at the age of 22, in a 


REVIEW BY SUE ATTWATER 

plane crash with fellow performers. 
The Buddy role was played by Glen Jo¬ 
seph, who alternates the role with Alex 
Fobbester, and although he looked a 
bit old to be the young Buddy his voice 
was spot on. 

Teamed with The Big Bopper 
(Thomas Mitchells) and Ritchie Va- 
lens (Jordan Cunningham) - the two 
who died with him in the plane crash 
on that freezing night - the stage was 
absolutely rocking. 

In all the audience was treated to 


two hours of music with more than 20 
of his greatest hits, including the clas¬ 
sics That’ll Be The Day, Peggy Sue, Oh 
Boy and Rave On. 

The performance showed just how 
versatile the cast is. They can act, sing, 
dance and fit perfectly into the differ¬ 
ent roles they take on. 

This production, seen by over 22 
million music fans since it opened in 
London’s West End in 1989, continues 
to thrill audiences of all ages. 

And from the way the Grand audi¬ 
ence got on their feet for a standing 
ovation and to sing along at the end 
no doubt it will for many, many more 
years to come. 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY ^ 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE ^ 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs 


Express & Star 


FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 




for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until 
you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




r 


k 


*AII prices are subject to VAT 
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Knifepoint 
robber is 
jailed for 
lift attacks 


A MOTHER OF ONE who robbed vulnerable 
people at knifepoint in the lifts at two high 
rise blocks in West Bromwich has been jailed. 

Jenny Cooper, aged 30, followed each victim into 
the building and struck when the lift was between 
floors, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. Cooper 
was jailed for four and a half years. 


She targeted a 54-year-old 
stroke victim, who walked 
with the aid of a stick, strug¬ 
gling home from a shopping 
trip, revealed Mr Howard 
Searle, prosecuting. 

The defendant tailed 
him into Kenrick House 
in Green Lane and slipped 
through the main door be¬ 
fore it closed behind him 
shortly before 10am on Oc¬ 
tober 25 

Mr Searle continued: “In¬ 
itially she was friendly and 
helped him into the lift but 
as soon as the doors shut 
she produced a knife with a 
nine inch blade. 

“She pointed it at his 
stomach and said: ‘Give me 
all your money now.’ He 
refused but she removed a 
wallet from one of his pock¬ 
ets and very sensibly he did 
not attempt to stop her.” 

Two days later she fol¬ 
lowed a 55-year-old sup- 


By John Scott 

port worker into the lift at 
Mountford House in nearby 
Glover Street and when it 
started to move pulled out 
another knife. 

She bolted down the stair¬ 
well with the woman’s purse 
when the lift stopped but 
CCTV showed the robber 
going into a flat where she 
was arrested half an hour 
later. 

Heroin addict Cooper, 
from Mountford House, 
who had 14 previous convic¬ 
tions and wanted money for 
drugs, pleaded guilty to two 
robberies and twice being in 
possession of a knife. 

She was sent to prison 
by Judge Barry Berlin who 
said: “The result of your 
escapade is that these two 
people are now frightened 
to go into lifts and, in some 
situations, to go outside.” 


Singer Sheeran’s 
concern over touts 



Chart-topping singer/songwriter Ed Sheeran, who 
will be performing at the Barclaycard Arena in April 

ED Sheeran has urged thousands of disappointed fans not 
to paying extortionate prices for his upcoming concerts in 
Birmingham. 

Tickets for the anticipated Barclaycard Arena gigs, on 
April 28 and 29, were released online and sold within 40 
minutes, but surfaced quickly on resale sites on sale for 
up to £1,000. 

Sheeran said he was ‘deeply concerned’ about online 
touts and urged his fans not to engage with them. 

The singer-songwriter has teamed up with face value 
ticket platform Twickets for his April and May concerts, 
part of a headline arena tour. 

But dozens of listings appeared on secondary ticketing 
sites offering the passes at inflated prices just minutes after 
going on sale. 

Resale websites are touting tickets for Sheeran’s tour for 
hundreds of pounds, with the original tickets costing just 
£77.80. 

Sheeran two most recent singles, Shape Of You and Cas¬ 
tle On The Hill hit numbers one and two in the charts. 



0800 088 7044 


Free Worktops 


KitchcnllooklnaifireffP] 


Replace your Kitchen Unit Doors and 
Save £££’s with the Midlands No.1 


Over 40 Styles & Colours 


t Your 


NEW 


BROCHURE 

For 


2017 


^ ■ ■ If . *Buy 5 or more Doors 

M • VW • U rn\m to qualify. Full details 

available online. 


Made to Size Doors New Worktops New Handles New Look! 

costly cabinets P 

'SSSISS' Showrooms: Visit your 
Wo fan local Showroom or I Doors , 
vveian re q U est a FREE More 

Replace home Cab Cheeky 


the 

Doors 

Doors 
^*2 More h. 


01384 293654 


We Welcome 




10am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 10 - 4om 





Elite uPVC Repairs At last! A company you can Trust and Rely on 


We can repair/replace the following:- 


• Window/Door/Patio Handles 

• Window/Door Hinges 

• Window/Door/Patio Locks 

• Patio Wheels & Tracks 


• Rubber Seals & Gaskets 

• Letterboxes 

• Rubber Seals 

• Silicone 



Broken or Misted Double Glazing Units Replaced uPVC Door Lock Specialists | We also fit Energy Rated Window and Doors 

For your FREE quote please call 0800 028 7685 or 07412 7666651 www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk 



•Bearwood Veterinary CLinic 


CHECK OUT 
THESE 
| OFFERS! 


Nobody cares more 
for your pets than 
Bearwood Vets 


Book your appointment now: 

®0121 429 1400 
bearwoodvets.co.uk 

1 -2 Lightwoods Road. Bearwood. 
Birmingham. B67 5AY 


Bring these vouchers and save! 



Offers exclusively available at Bearwood Vets until end of March 2017 





Fresh/Good Quality Products Come to 

ncludin^ 

se lecti on of Asian Vegetables 

COMPETITIVeKpRICES! COME & HAVE A LOOK! 






, , 


■ - ^ pic*; ^,4 


~oke 

S'o 

rots t-Okg 

VJkite Potatoes 

£3 .OO 

I 7 DAYS: 

MON-SAT 8am-7pm SUN 9am-7pm OPEN 
AS USUAL BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
DELIVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 
(FREE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS) 



elephant Medium 


Onions ZSka 

£-S-.<?<7 

Value Potatoes 25kg 1 

£.55^1 — 


NOT ONLY SPECIALISTS 
IN FRESH FRUIT &VEG 
ALSO STOCK LEADING 
BRANDS LIKE 
EAST END, HEERA & KTC 


<g»Q| 


Empire House, 11 New Street, 
Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ 


0121 558 5089 G 
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Why not add an illustration (as above right) for only €10? (tick appropriate box below) 



1 - ~ 1 

•?7 >~ ?7| 
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SENDER'S DETAILS 

♦♦♦IMPORTANT*** 


If you have selected an illustrated 

Name: 

message, please enclose a cheque 


for £10, made payable to M.N.A, 

Contact No: 

and send to the address above. 


Express & Star 01902 317 878 


Problem solver Ann finds 
true calling in the NHS 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus some 
of our time on the quiet heroes 
of the NHS, from a wide variety 
of backgrounds doing a wide 
variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

ANN GARRITY 

Patient Admin Manager 



IT was Ann Garrity’s child¬ 
hood dream to work in a hos¬ 
pital, although she wasn’t 
sure what occupation to 
choose. That was until she 
had the idea of becoming a 
medical secretary. 

More than 20 years later, the pa¬ 
tient admin manager has enjoyed 
a wide range of roles at Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hospitals 
Trust. And for the past 10 years 
she has worked closely with can¬ 
cer patients at City Hospital, in 
Winson Green. 

Ann, 57, of West Bromwich, 
laughed: “I have always wanted to 
work in a hospital and with patients, 
but I didn’t want to deal with blood 
and other bodily fluids. 

“So I decided to train as a medical 
secretary, and in fact this has worked 
out much better for me. I’m an organ¬ 
iser and a problem-solver by nature, so 
I love working this side as I get to use 
those skills all day every day.” 

Working 

Ann’s career began when she de¬ 
cided to come back to work after hav¬ 
ing her kids. 

She explained: “I was a ward clerk 
for a bit as I got back into the swing 
of working life, and I did some train¬ 
ing on the side to become a qualified 
secretary. 

“I then moved to x-ray, and after 
that I was the secretary to a consult¬ 
ant in trauma and orthopaedics, and 
from there I moved to diabetes. 

“It’s safe to say my career has cov¬ 
ered a lot of disciplines.” 

But it was when the oncology team 
was forming that she knew what she 
really wanted to do, and now she’s 
been working in the team for more 
than 10 years. 


The team cover both haematology 
and oncology and work to schedule 
all their own appointments, liaising 
with both staff and patients to keep a 
smooth-sailing ship. 

“Oncology is definitely not the 
department for everyone,” Ann ex¬ 
plained. 

“You have to be able to close the 
door at the end of the day, and you 
cannot let each patient’s story get to 
you. It can be hard, because the people 
that we speak with can be frantic and 
worried, which is understandable. 

“But you, behind the scenes, have to 
be able to keep a level head. 

“Watching the oncology service 
grow and grow has definitely been a 
career highlight for me. 

“It was difficult when it started off, 
and it’s gone over some bumps in the 
road in its time, but watching it flour¬ 
ish has been brilliant. 

“And I have absolutely no desire to 
work anywhere other than the NHS, 


or do anything else for that matter. I 
really, really love my job.” 

If Ann herself had to pick an NHS 
Hero, she says it would have to be the 
trust’s very own cancer services man¬ 
ager, Jenny Donovan. 

“We work parallel with Jenny, and 
we have watched her facilitate and 
work through all the changes to the 
service. She has handled it absolutely 
brilliantly, and she is a solid friend to 
all of us.” 

In her spare time, Ann is an avid 
chef and baker and loves to put on cui¬ 
sine-themed evenings for her friends 
and family. 

“My speciality is death by chocolate 
or carrot cake,” she said. 

“I also have two kids, who are 33 
and 26, and I see them often - my 
daughter actually works with me here 
in the team, and my son lives at home 
with his partner and their toddler. 

“And I love reading thrillers, when I 
get the chance.” she added. 


“ s * * s 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Your chronicle 

in association with 

ISjtVIERA 

^y^ TRAV E L 


DUBROVNIK, THE 
DALMATIAN COAST 
& MONTENEGRO 





See the website to 
view our videos! 

8 days 

half-board 

from only 

£859pp 


Croatia is one of Europe's best-kept secrets. Ruled by the Romans, Byzantines, Venetians and the Hapsburgs, all have left 
their legacies. Lord Byron christened Dubrovnik'Pearl of the Adriatic'; the Dalmatian coastline is one of the most dramatic 
in Europe; and if you can imagine what the Mediterranean was like thirty years ago, Montenegro is probably it. This 
matchless blend of history, Mediterranean ambience, with truly stunning natural beauty, refreshingly free from tasteless 
development, is again on the discerning traveller's map. 

Price includes: 

• Return flights from a selection of regional airports 

• Seven nights in four-star accommodation, with breakfast and dinner 

• Tour of Dubrovnik, the'Pearl of the Adriatic' with its medieval and baroque centre almost untouched by the 21 st century 

• Visit to Krka National Park and its series of stunning waterfalls and lakes 

• Tour the Dalmatian coastlines one of Europe's most dramatic, studded with Venetian influenced, perfectly preserved villages 

• Visit to Mostar, setting of an iconic bridge, once Europe's border with the Ottoman Empire 

• Tour of Montenegro, one of the most beautiful and unspoilt Mediterranean countries, including visits to the unspoilt towns 
of Perast and Kotor, both UNESCO-listed sites 

• Visit to Split and tour Emperor Diocletian's monumental palace 

• Visit to medieval Trogir, one of Dalmatia's most seductive old ports 

• Services of our experienced tour manager 

Holidays organised by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton On Trent, Staffordshire DE14 ISP and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 
protected. Per person prices based on two sharing a twin room. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Additional entrance costs may apply. 
Prices correct as of 1-2-17. 


To request a FREE brochure, call: 01283 245211 
or visit: www.wlsriviera.co.uk 
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Free toll road use call as 
drivers face M5 misery 



Carl Campbell, who was shot in West Bromwich town centre 


A COUNCIL leader wants drivers 
to be able to use the M6 Toll for 
free while ‘vital’ roadworks take 
place on the M5. 

Repairs to the Oldbury viaduct on the M5 
- crossed by 160,000 vehicles a day - start 
in April and are due to last 18 months. The 
works are expected to cause major gridlock 
problems in West Bromwich and Oldbury. 

Alternate sides of the carriageway over 
the viaduct will be closed and a speed limit 
of 30mph introduced along the Sandwell 
stretch of the motorway. 

Sandwell Council leader Councillor 
Steve Eling suggested pressure be put on 
the Department for Transport and High¬ 
ways England to open the M6 Toll for free, 
encouraging motorists to take alternative 
routes and reduce the number using the M5 
and M6 during the critical period. 

Minimise 

He added said it was “absolutely vital” 
that Highways England agreed a detailed 
plan to minimise as much as possible the 
expected traffic problems the work will 
bring to Sandwell roads. 

He said: “We know this work is vital but 
Highways England must recognise and deal 
with the massive impacts on our local roads 
this work create. 

“Our concern is that the impact on the 
local network does not kill West Bromwich 
and Oldbury with 18 months of gridlock 
misery for local people. 

“If our roads are gridlocked it would have 
serious consequences for the borough and 
could seriously affect our local economy and 
make our residents’ lives a misery. 

“We have made a number of suggestions 
to Highways England that we feel could 
help to reduce the effects on the stretch 
between Junction 1 and 2 and are hopeful 
that they take them on board.” 

Councillor Eling said the council must be 
satisfied that Highways England was doing 
everything possible to keep traffic moving 
on the local roads. 


A MAN who was shot dead in broad 
daylight may have been caught up 
in a drug deal before he was killed, 
a detective has told an inquest. 

Carl Campbell, aged 33, from Low 
Hill, Wolverhampton, was shot in 
West Bromwich town centre in De¬ 
cember while sitting in a stationary 
Ford Fiesta. His inquest was opened 
at Black Country Coroner’s Court 
in Oldbury. Det Sgt Sue Hordern, 
from West Midlands Police, said 
their investigations had led them to 
believe his death was drug-related. 

She told the hearing: “It looks 
like the other people in the car were 


doing a drug deal prior. It looks like 
some kind of gang fallout.” 

The inquest heard father-of- 
one Mr Campbell died of a gun¬ 
shot wound to the face. The police 
later arrested and charged Vikesh 
Chauhan, aged 24, and Mohammed 
Humza, 19, with murdering Mr 
Campbell. Another man wanted in 
connection with the killing has been 
traced in Belgium and is set to be 
extradited to the UK. 

Black Country Coroner Mr Zafar 
Siddique suspended the inquest 
until after the conclusion of the 
criminal investigation. 
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Attention 

all pet owners 


YourVets24 Smethwick is a new kind of vet 
clinic, passionate about providing affordable 
veterinary care for all. We offer the highest 
standards of vet care at fantastic low prices - 
24 hours a day! 


• Open 8am-7pm weekdays 

• Open Saturdays and Sundays 

• 24hr emergency clinic 

• Car parking and easy access 


01215161999 


www.yourvets.co.uk 


YourVets24 Smethwick, Londonderry Ln, 
Queen’s Head B67 7EW 


Your 



THE AFFORDABLE VETS WHO LOVE YOUR PETS 


£15 


first consultation 
at YV24 Smethwick 
with this voucher* 



Open day 


Sunday 12th Feb 12-4pm 

We are throwing a big party and 
we would love you to come along! 

• Tea & cake stall 

• Facepainting & kids games 

• Behind the scenes tour 

• Prizes to be won 

See you there! 



£15 


vaccinations 
at YV24 Smethwick 
with this voucher* 



Warn my ptmed.... job well 
dom ' you, r&y mck" 

Mrs Taylor of Halesowen 

M*y good lociolohle fyUuy term, 
M^lbvmclolhoubk, vvybdfo 

twd itOotigltj lecomnmd " 

Mr&Mrs Whitehosue ofHasbury 

Vexy iotufied uidk Ue, wwdouii md I 
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Mrs Gould of Hurst Green 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

'or ojo t 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


...Including 

fitting! 


• Full Window Doctor Service Available 

• Misted Units Replaced 


e Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 
• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 






It to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONEUNES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 




-i 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


YVN /v\ rir\ 

V V v V V 
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Sad owner Trisha Uccellini with stock which is being sold off at half price 


Fleetwood Mac guitarist Peter Green 


Trisha Uccellini with Gabrielle Drake, sister of singer Nick Drake 



Wizzard frontman Roy Wood 



Trisha Uccellini with her treasure trove of items 


It's vintage finish 
for costume drama 


A POPULAR clothes shop, 
frequented by rock-world 
royalty, is due to close its 
doors after 43 years. 

Trisha’s Vintage Clothing in 
Wolverhampton has been the 
must-go-to shop for musicians 
appearing at the Civic Hall. 

Customers calling in for a leather 
jacket or faux fur waistcoat might 
well find Roy Wood or Motorhead’s 
Lemmy mooching through the 
same rails. At the helm of the tiny 
emporium for all that time has 
been the eternally fabulous Trisha 
Uccellini, still a rock chick. 

Despite being past retirement 
age, she is shutting shop not out of 
choice but to be with her son Marco 
a website designer who has been 
diagnosed with a serious illness. 

The location in Blossoms Fold, 
off Darlington Street, was perfect 
for such a business but its proxim¬ 
ity to the Civic was merely a happy 
accident, it turns out. 

“I was very choosy about the lo¬ 
cation,” says Trisha. “It had to be 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


in one of Wolverhampton’s lovely 
Victorian folds. It seemed to be in 
keeping with the vintage theme, 
although when I started out, I was 
selling all my own designs with 
only the odd bit of Victoriana.” 

That was in January 1974 and 
actress Gabrielle Drake, who was 
appearing in panto at The Grand 
with Trisha’s musician husband 
Georgio, performed the official 
opening. 

Trisha turned to retail after 
years of touring with Giorgio in 
Europe. She was bright, a former 
student of King Edward’s School 
in Camp Hill, Birmingham, where 
she grew up, but not academic, she 
says. The family moved to Wol¬ 
verhampton when she was 14 and 
even then there were signs that she 
was destined for a career in fash¬ 
ion. She was developing her own 
individual style, getting into trou¬ 
ble for wearing a dufflecoat over 


her school uniform. Her years on 
the road with Georgio, who had his 
own band at the time, later joining 
60s pop groups The Fourmost and 
Freddie and The Dreamers, sowed 
the seeds of her later career. 

She started making stage out¬ 
fits - flamboyant shirts and flared 
trousers - for her husband’s band, 
and then for other musicians on 
the gigging circuit. Young people 
flocked to her shop - there was 
nothing like it in Wolverhampton 
- but she couldn’t keep up with 
demand, eventually forced to give 
up making her own stock to buy in. 

Keeping it authentic she used to 
travel to New York and Los Ange¬ 
les to buy her gear. “ Ironically I 
used to get a lot of American bands 
making a special pilgrimage to my 
shop for clothes that I’d bought in 
America,” she says. 

Eventually she became as well 
known among the rock community 
as some of her customers.Famous 
bands to grace her boutique have 
been Whitesnake, W.A.S.P., Skin- 
dred, Steel Panther, Echo and the 
Bunnymen, the list goes on. 



US musician Duff McKagan’s Loaded at Download Festival 



HIGHLIGHTS OF CORSICA 


r R 2f f 


* 


U.- 


English 

speaking 

rep 


Return 
transfers to 
your hotel 


Full day 
excursion 


3 star hotel with half board 


Sunday departures, 

18 June & 3 September 2017 


✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to Bastia + 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Saint 
Christophe, Calvi 

✓ Full day excursion to Cap Corse including wine 
tasting in Patrimonio 

✓ Full day excursion to Porto including boat cruise 

✓ An evening with Corsican songs and guitars 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


Quote Code: MEC485 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


8 days, by AIR from 

£ 1059 ™ 

The advertised price is correct as of 2 February 2017 and is based upon departure from 
Birmingham airport on 3 September 2017. 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com IEC485 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement 
applies. Subject to availability. f We have included the current flight price within the above 
package price. Should the cost of flights change the package price may vary. The final price will 
be confirmed to you at time of booking. 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


^cover R e ^ s 




Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



'O 1 




NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



ONG NURSERY 

Voted Sandwell’s Day Nursery of the Year 2016! 


SPACES AVAILABLE FOR 

3 MONTH - 2 YEAR OLD'S 




For more information please call 0121565 8 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 



SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 
FEBRUARY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 fitted 

t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

FANTASTIC SPECIAL 
NEW UPVC 0FFER 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


■ Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

■ OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


BRAIN AND WALDRON 

FUNERAL DIREC TORS 

• Family owned and run company 

• Established 1987 

• All faiths welcome 

• Serving Smethwick, Oldbury & surrounding areas 

• Reasonable rates 

96 Cemetery Road, Smethwick B67 6BG 
0121 558 9601 

www.brainandwaldronltd.co.uk 



> 
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4 High Street fjEep Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT 


Phone : 0121-553-0666 
















































































wonderful land for a 
great musical escape 



Kerry Ellis as Alice and Stephen Webb as Jack in Wonderland 


REVIEW 


Wonderland, 

New Alexandra Theatre. 
By Diane Davies 


£ I DON’T want to live in the real 
world!’ Well we have all had days like 
that but poor Alice has had her car 
nicked, lost her job and her toe-rag ex 
is getting married again. 

No wonder she decides to go chasing 
after a giant talking white rabbit with 
her daughter Elbe and some bloke 
from downstairs! They find themselves 
in Wonderland and Alice is convinced 
she doesn’t want to return to the real 
world ever again. 

The production, which recently 
debuted in Edinburgh, offers a con¬ 
temporary take on the Lewis Carroll 
classic with the play starting at the 
foot of a tower block before plunging 
down the rabbit hole. 

The magic dust is quickly sprinkled 
on in the second half however when 
the fairytale story starts to emerge. 

Colourful 

Meanwhile the first half is saved by 
the colourful characters and an ex¬ 
tremely strong cast. 

From the funky caterpillar, played 
by Kayi Ushe, to the ‘very impor¬ 
tant rabbit’ played by stage veteran 
Dave Willetts, and the mesmerising 
performance from the scene-stealing 
young actress Naomi Morris as Elbe 
- the cast are captivating. This Frank 
Wildhorn musical, however, is largely 
about girl power. About two women 
who go through the Looking Glass 
to find their true selves - and return 
transformed in entirely different ways. 

The Mad Hatter, played by Natalie 
McQueen, is egged on by Elbe to go 
through the Looking Glass to find her 
mettle and challenge the Queen of 
Hearts. Unfortunately the lunacy that 
follows is far more disturbing. 


McQueen is hilarious as both the 
original Mad Hatter and the still bonk¬ 
ers but slightly tyrannical transformed 
character. She is physically comical 
and her delivery wonderful. She shines 
particularly in the second half with 
her edgy number I Will Prevail and in 
a powerful duet with Alice in This is 
Who I Am. 

Likewise, it is in the second half 
that Kerry Ellis, as Alice, really ex¬ 
cels. Ellis is a seasoned West End star 
with an award-winning performance 
as Elphaba in Wicked. She is utterly 
convincing as the downtrodden single 
mother Alice evoking some real empa¬ 
thy from the audience. 


The love interest is Jack, the bloke 
downstairs, played by Stephen Webb 
who also brings some humour to the 
show.But top billing goes to Wendi 
Peters, alias Cilia Battersby-Brown 
in Coronation Street, who plays the 
Queen of Hearts. She is perfect for the 
role and boy can she hold a note, but 
it would be nice to see her on stage a 
little more. 

The better numbers come in the sec¬ 
ond half and the singers’ performances 
were excellent. This is an uplifting, 
fun show, so if you need to escape from 
the real world for a couple of hours - 
head to Wonderland. Runs at the New 
Alexandra Theatre until Saturday. 



SPRINGHILL, HOCKLEY 
BUILDING AND 


FENCING SUPPLIES 

Concrete Products 
Massive Stock Fencing & Timber 
Sheds/Gates made to order 
Collection & Delivery Available 
Trade & Public welcome 
Open 7 Days 


Springhill B18 7BS 




Email najranfenoing@gmail.com 
Website www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk 


ICarpet Warehouse 


DUE NAILED IT! | FEBRUARY SALE NOW ON 

f£gmm 


J 


• Stripe carpets from £4.77 per sq metre^ 

• All stock fitted within Z4 hours 

• Laminate flooring from £20 per pack 

> Vinyl (rnm £4.77 per square metre 
Carpets bleach cleanable from £4.99 sq yard 

> End of roll carpets from £15.99 


Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 



To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


0121 572 0202 

Unit 14, New Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 OPG 

Opening Times: Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm Sunday 10am - 4pm 



EE 


4l 




Search 'Be Clear on Cancer' 



Don’t ignore the 
warning signs. 

If you’ve been suffering from tummy troubles such as 

diarrhoea, bloating, discomfort or anything else that 
just doesn’t feel right for three weeks or more, 

it could be a sign of cancer. 

It’s probably nothing serious, but finding 
cancer early makes it more treatable, 

so tell your doctor. 




Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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Canal work 
tales relived 
with Heather 

FASCINATING stories of women who 
took over working canal boats during the 
war will be brought to life, including a 
new poem about the delivery of flour to 
Tipton. 

Idle Women and Judies, written and 
performed by Heather Wastie, is at the 
Great Bridge library on February 23 
from 7pm until 9pm. 

The women, known as trainees at the 
time - the Idle Women nickname came 
much later - worked for the Grand Union 
Canal Carrying Company and their usual 
route was a three-week round trip from 
London to Birmingham, returning via 
Coventry. Tickets for the event cost £3 
and can be booked on 0121 557 3277. 

The performance will include a new 
poem about two women who operated a 
working boat delivering flour to Tipton 
in 1942 and will end with questions and 
answers about the writing process. 

Heather Wastie is a poet, singer and 
accordion player. Tickets cost £3 and can 
be booked on 0121 557 3277 or Great- 
bridge_library@sandwell.gov.uk. 

Find out about 
Tipton's old firms 

THE old firms of Tipton will be the sub¬ 
ject of a local history coffee morning. 

Local historian Keith Hodgkins will be 
leading an illustrated tour of some of the 
names that made Tipton great, includ¬ 
ing Beans Industries, in Tipton Library, 
Unity Walk, off Owen Street, on Febru¬ 
ary 16 from 10.30am to 12 noon. 

Admission will be free with a ticket to 
be obtained in advance from the library. 

Car park site homes 

NEARLY 50 homes will be built on a for¬ 
mer car park and market in Tipton. 

The vacant site in Great Bridge was 
formerly a market place but in more re¬ 
cent years it has been used for parking. 

The residential blocks will contain four 
one-bedroom studios, 12 one-bedroom 
flats and 32 two-bedroom flats. 

A decision will be made in the coming 
weeks. 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Police helping to give town 
youngsters chance to thrive 


A TIVIDALE school is working with a Sandwell 
police neighbourhood team and local busi¬ 
nesses to come up with ways to improve the 
lives and aspirations of young people. 

The school and police are working closely together 
to develop confident, respectful and confident young 
people in a project, funded by Sandwell Council. 


The scheme at Tividale 
Community Primary School 
is also supported by Friends 
of Tividale Park, and is 
aimed at the young people 
living in the area, to raise 
aspirations and promote 
community cohesion. 

Emma Burnell, head¬ 
teacher of the school said 
Year 6 pupils are working 
closely with Oldbury Neigh¬ 
bourhood Police Team and 
pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 
from Ormiston Sandwell 
Community Academy and 
local businesses. 

She said the project aims 
to encourage respect, raise 
self-esteem, and develop the 
students’ ability to make 
confident healthy lifestyle 
choices. 

“As adults, working and 
living in the area, it is our 
responsibility to provide our 
young people with the best 
platform from which they 
can enter their own adult 
lives. 

“This means they need 
to be educated and feel em¬ 
powered to be able to make 


By David Banner 


choices to overcome prob¬ 
lems and concerns, and to be 
proud of their community,” 
she said. 

The two hour workshops 
are running every week 
for 27 weeks and are based 
around healthy eating, 
cross-cultural music, dance 
and visual art activities, 
cultural heritage, physical 
activities and developing 
young leaders. 

Police Sergeant Gary 
Capewell said: “As a neigh¬ 
bourhood policing team, we 
are constantly looking at 
ways in which we can work 
with our partners and young 
people in our community, to 
build positive relationships 
in the community.” 

Councillor Simon Hack- 
ett, cabinet member for 
children’s services said: 
“I’m really impressed with 
the work the school is doing 
with the police and the 
local community. It’s some¬ 
thing I’d like to see in other 
schools in Sandwell.” 



Club exhibition 
moves to new 
archives venue 

DUDLEY Camera club is holding its an¬ 
nual photographic exhibition in a new 
location, following the closure of its pre¬ 
vious venue, Dudley Museum and Art 
Gallery. 

The photographic exhibition has 
moved to Dudley Archives off Tipton 
Road and is on show now with free ad¬ 
mission. This year’s exhibition features 
180 colour and black and white prints, 
along with 125 projected images, includ¬ 
ing a wide range of subject matter. 

Club secretary Eric Broadbent said: 
“Following the closure of the Dudley 
Museum and Art Gallery, we have been 
compelled to find a new location for our 
prestigious event and are pleased that 
the Dudley Archive and Local History 
Centre are able to accommodate our ex¬ 
hibition.” 

Club members will be on hand each 
Saturday for the duration of the event 
to answer questions and give an insight 
to the activities of the club. 

The selection of photographs was 
made by external judge David Lowe, in¬ 
cluding awards for prints and projected 
images. 

The event will run until Saturday, 
February 18. Opening times are Mon¬ 
day to Friday, 10.30am to 4.00pm, and 
from 10am to 4.30pm on Saturday. 


SCRUFFY PUPZ 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies 


Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

129 High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JE 

0121 522 3332 
07964 220937 


Beautiful 

bathrooms at 
affordable prices 



No obligation quotation. 
Visit our showroom now. 
We offer a complete 
expert fitting service 

FREE PARKING 



OFFICIAL VALOR CENTRE 

■ These offers cannot be 

(3K0HES3 found on the internet 


JUBILEE FIREPLACES LTD., 

HIGH ST, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY4 9JF 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 


TRUSTED FATHER AND SON BUSINESS 
- BUT DONT TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT 
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK REVIEWS 



Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA 

0121 520 4200 07756 578 028 


A.J.N. 

VEHICLE 


(MOTT and SciGrwtte® Centre 


• OH- 1 .!©™ 

MOT and Service Centre 

MOTs £30 
No retest fee 



Interim Service 
and MOT 

from £85 plus VAT 

| SERVICE AND REPAIRS FOR 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS 



TIPTON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 

ULTIMATE LABOUR z 

OF 2 

TRIBUTE -FEATURING ANTHONY JON- 

SATURDAY 25th MARCH 

Brook Street Community Centre 

(Tipton Community Centre Hub) Brook Street, Tipton DY4 9DD 
Licensed Bar & Snacks Available - Tickets £7.50 

ALL ENQUIRIES: 0121 557 0371 


II 


TYRES & EXHAUSTS 


Tyre fittings i Puncture repairs 
Exhaust fitting I Free tyre pressure check 


Battery replacement ■ Catalytic converter fitting 


Call us for a FREE quote 

on 0121 557 8471 


Unit 7, Sedgley Road, Tipton, DY4 8XA 


PRINCES END 

GARAGE 




• Servicing 

• MOT’S 

• Diagnostics 

• Steering 

" i_ — Suspension 
, S' • Exhaust 
A'Hl — Car Spares & 
y Accessories 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 

Contact@princesendgarage.co.uk I www.princesendgarage.co.uk 
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Get more in Tipton... ^ 


ONE UNLIMITED 


CARD 

MEMBERSHIP 

Monthly One 2 One: 


A personal plan for you to follow based 
on your goals, reviewed every month to 
ensure you keep progressing. 

• Provides you with a structured plan to 
follow each workout. 

• Plans to suit every goal available. 

• Flexible to fit around your lifestyle and 
commitments. 

• For lifetime of membership. 


• Inclusive for One Card members. 


GYM FITNESS 

_ _ CLASSES 

SWIMMING 


1 Motivate Sessions:! 


Sometimes everyone needs a little 
motivation, that’s why we offer 
motivate sessions. 

• Ideal for people who need that 
extra push or support. 

• Personalised to your ability. 

• Bespoke to your needs. 

• One to One with a trainer. 

• Focused on you & your goals. 


J • £15 per session 
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Still getting kick 
out of Subbuteo 



Box of tricks - keeping the tiny players safely packed away 



Stephen Davis, of Cannock, with Wolves fan Simon Davies 



TODAY’S top football -;-;-;-;— 

stars earn hundreds and Th© footballing tricks cind flicks of old fctvourit© 
thousands of pounds a can still draw a crowd, reports TOM OAKLEY 


week for their silky tricks 
and flicks. 

But flicking of a different kind 
rose to the fore when a Subb¬ 
uteo table football competition 
was held in the Black Country. 

You might have thought Sub¬ 
buteo was a thing of the past af¬ 
ter disappearing from the shelves 
decades ago. But everyone’s 
favourite ‘flick-to-kick’ table top 
football game is making a dramatic 
comeback across the globe. 


And in the Black Country, the 
Wolverhampton Subbuteo Football 
Club (WSFC) is launching itself, 
almost 20 years after the Black 
Country and Wolverhampton Ta¬ 
ble Football Club called full-time 
in 1999. 

Recently 14 football flicking fa¬ 
natics from as far as Sheffield met 
at the Pendeford Community Flub 
in Whitburn Close for the club’s 
first tournament and the first such 


event in Wolverhampton for more 
than five years. The first memorial 
Roy Holden Subbuteo Tournament 
is aptly named in memory of the 
man who ran the original club until 
1999. He died back in 2011. 

Among those taking was 
13-year-old Joseph Kinrade, from 
Sheffield, who represents England 
at the game. He travels across Eu¬ 
rope to compete. 

Justin Scott,43, from Pendeford, 
is the man behind the WSFC. He 
stopped playing in the late ‘90s but 
got back into the game after a nas¬ 
ty injury in the ‘real game’ meant he 
had to hang up his boots. 


Friend 


Total concentration from teenager Joseph Kinrade 


He said: “I used to play in the 
mid 80s and got to a good stand¬ 
ard as Midland Youth number two 
and won a National team event in 
Leicester. In July last year, I saw 
a picture on Facebook of an old 
friend playing Subbuteo and ‘liked’ 
the post. 

“Less than two minutes later, 
he’d got in contact and asked me 
over for a game. We’ve been play¬ 
ing at people’s houses since but 
things have grown quickly and we 
have formed the Wolverhampton 
Subbuteo Football Club.” 

The competition started off as a 
league before the best teams bat¬ 
tled it out in the knockout stages. 

At the end of the tournament, its 
first winner was Robert Ramsey, of 



Up close - West Bromwich Albion fan Rob Ramsay from Quarry Bank 


Brierley Hill, and runners up were 
Mike Bradbury, from Willenhall, 
and Stephen Davies in third, from 
Hednesford. 

Justin added: “Roy Holden was 
the organiser of the Black Country 
and Wolverhampton Table Football 
Club from 1965 to 1999. 

“Roy was very passionate about 
Subbuteo and ran his club from a 
venue in Colliery Road in Eastfield 
which is where I began playing in 
the 80s. 

“He was a very, very good player 
with a whole string of titles to his 
name. Roy was very well thought 
of in the Subbuteo community, so 
it seemed fitting to start off the new 
club by holding a tournament in his 
honour. I was very pleased that his 
daughters Samantha and Joanne 
were able to come along and pres¬ 
ent the trophies.” 


The club was at The Poynings 
in Regis Road, Tettenhall, from 
7-9pm. It will meet up at that time 
and venue on a weekly basis. 

Justin wants both experienced 
and new players to join from 
across the Black Country, regard¬ 
less of ability, gender, age or skill. 
Full training will be provided to turn 
beginners into potential profes¬ 
sionals. 

He added: The great thing about 
Subbuteo is that you can get a set 
for under £30, which is cheaper 
than your average computer game 
nowadays. It is very collectible too, 
with virtually any team worldwide 
represented in the iconic plastic 
figures. 

Anyone interested can go to 
Facebook @wolverhamptonsubb- 
uteofootballclub or email wolver- 
hamptonsfc@gmail.com 


AMPLIFY 

Struggling to get noticed? 

Broadcast 
your brand 

Build brand awareness and increase traffic to your website with an Amplify package. 
To find out more go to www.mnadigital.co.uk/amplify or call 01902 504512 

MNA DIGITAL 

51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES | 01902 504512 | www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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R\UL & Co. 

SOLICITORS 



FREE 
parking 
spaces at 
rear 


We are regulated by 
the Law Society of 
England and Wales. 


• Custody / Contact 

• Visa Application 

• Affidavits/Declaration 

• Name Change Deeds 

• Wills 

• Asylum Applications 

• Immigration Appeals 

• Sponsorship Declaration 


We can offer 
advice in Punjabi 
and English. 


With over 10 years experience, Paul & Co. 
recently moved to the heart of West 
Bromwich with the aim to provide a 
quality and cost effective service to our 
new and existing customers 


SPECIALISTS IN: 

• IMMIGRATION 
• FAMILY LAW 
• WILLS & PROBATE 


First Floor, 15 St. Michael Street, West Bromwich B70 7AB 

TELEPHONE: 0121 533 1990 

OPENING TIMES: 

FAX: 0121 525 7855 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 

MOBILE: 07958400102 

9AM-1PM 2PM-5PM 



The P ’ Pauls Firm 
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Don’t be Torn about 
seeing Natalie or not 

MUSIC and screen star Natalie Imbruglia will perform 
for fans in Birmingham later this year, it has been an¬ 
nounced. 

Natalie is best known for her role in the early 90s as 
Beth Brennan in Neighbours and Lorna Campbell in 
comedy Johnny English, starring Rowan Atkinson. 

Now she is to perform at Birmingham’s 02 Institute 
based in Digbeth on May 17 from 7pm. 

Natalie is widely known for her successful music ca¬ 
reer, which has seen her win multiple awards, including 
MTV video awards, Grammys and Brits. 

Her best known songs include Torn, Shiver, Big Mis¬ 
take and Wishing I Was There. 

In May 2010, Imbruglia became a judge on the second 
season of the Australian version of The X Factor. She 
mentored the Under 25 Girls category. 

Tickets for the Birmingham show go on sale this Fri¬ 
day at 9am. 

For more information, visit https://academymu- 
sicgroup.com/o2institutebirmingham/events/936339/ 
natalie-imbruglia-tickets. 



Alan Preece, senior warden for Saltwells Nature Reserve, with the trolleys recovered at the beauty spot 


We're s-hopping mad 
over dumped trolleys 


THESE shopping trolleys are clearly 
not where they belong. 

Dozens of them have ended up 
blighting a nature reserve, posing a 
risk to wildlife, having been dumped. 

But thanks to Alan Preece, the 
senior warden at the Saltwells Na¬ 
ture Reserve in Brierley Hill, and a 
hardy band of volunteers, they have 
been pulled out out brooks, hedges 
and ditches around the beauty spot. 

Around 30 trolleys were rounded 
up during a clean-up operation. 

They are thought to have been 
dumped by shoppers from the 
nearby Merry Hill shopping cen¬ 
tre with many ending up clogging 
brooks and streams on the site. 

Mr Preece said: “There was a lot 
more than usual over Christmas. We 
collect them up, put them in a cen¬ 


tral location and arrange for them to 
be collected.” 

“When you walk around a nature 
reserve you don’t come to see shop¬ 
ping trolleys,” Mr Preece said. 

“If there is a build up in the 
brooks it could cause the water lev¬ 
els to rise and all the plants and bur¬ 
rows would be flooded. They form a 
grid and leaves stick to it, effectively 
forming a dam.” 

It is thought many of the trol¬ 
leys are used to transport heavy 
goods and then discarded no longer 
needed. As well as being a nuisance 
for visitors to the beauty spot, the 
trolleys also pose a danger to the 
wildlife. Mr Preece added: “I am 
sure Merry Hill are doing what they 
can. People are stealing them from 
the shops and dumping them.” 


SHIRLEY AQUATICS IS MOVING! 

TO BECKETTS FARM IN SEPTEMBER 2017 

ON THE A435 IN VMHALL, JUNCTION 3 OF THE M42 • B47 6AJ 

Our superstore has been based at the Shirley site for nearly 80 
years but it’s started to show its age and now is the time for the 
next chapter. From September 2017 we will be located in our 
brand new, custom built, state of the art facility at Becketts 
farm. Sign up to our newsletter for updates with details of the 
new store and the grand opening spectacular. Don't forget that 
we'll still be here until September for business as usual & we will always 
have our great range of fish & reptile equipment in stock at our usual low prices 

Look OUt for great deals on discontinued lines & 
ex-display items throughout the next 9 months! 




Lottery's 
£3.6m is 

paid out 
to groups 


NEW figures show that more than £3.6 mil¬ 
lion of National Lottery funding was awarded 
across Sandwell, for use in the community, 
last year alone. 

A total of 73 lottery grants were given out across 
the borough during 2016; providing a vital boost to 
arts, sports and heritage projects alongside various 
groups helping those most in need. 


A wide variety of local 
projects received National 
Lottery grants last year, 
including £9,980 which was 
given to Tipton Young Asian 
Women’s Forum to run 
outdoor pursuits for group 
taking part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards scheme. 

Friends of West Smeth¬ 
wick Park benefitted from a 
grant of £9,082 to run activ¬ 
ities to bring the community 
together. 

Elderly 

Then a payout of £1,500 
was made to Broomfield 
Senior Citizens Club for day 
trips for elderly people. 

And now any of these re¬ 
cipients, or any organisation 
to have been chosen for Na¬ 
tional Lottery funding, has 
the possibility of gaining 
nationwide acclaim by en¬ 
tering The National Lottery 
Awards 2017 - the annual 
search for the UK’s favour¬ 
ite Lottery-funded projects. 

National Lottery Awards 
winners will receive a £3,000 
cash prize and national rec¬ 
ognition at a glittering cer¬ 
emony broadcast on BBC 
One later in the year. 

Entertainer and actor, 
John Barrowman MBE, who 
is the presenter of the Na¬ 
tional Lottery Awards show, 
said: “The National Lottery 


By David Banner 


Awards are a fabulous cele¬ 
bration of the UK’s favour¬ 
ite Lottery-funded projects 
as voted for by the public. 

“The awards rightly put 
the focus on ordinary people 
doing extraordinary things 
with National Lottery fund¬ 
ing, whose efforts go such 
a long way and are indeed 
changing lives. 

“National Lottery players 
can be very proud to have 
contributed towards their 
fine work.” 

National Lottery Awards 
cover seven categories; 
sport, heritage, arts, envi¬ 
ronment, health, education 
and voluntary/charity, to 
reflect the range of funding 
that the Lottery gives out. 

“There is also a Special 
Achievement Award to 
recognise the outstanding 
contribution made by an 
individual to improving the 
lives of others.” 

If you wish to nominate 
your favourite project in 
this year’s National Lot¬ 
tery Awards, tweet @Lot- 
toGoodCauses with your 
suggestions or call 0207 293 
3399 to find out more and to 
enter. Entries must be re¬ 
ceived by midnight 7 April 
2017. 


HomeServe pays 
£37m for stakes 

MAINTENANCE group HomeServe has splashed out £37 
million on snapping up stakes in Checkatrade and Habi- 
tissimo, marking its entrance into the home improvement 
market. 

The Walsall-based group picked up a 40 per cent stake 
in Checkatrade, which is based in Selsey, with an option to 
increase its position by another 35 per cent in two years’ 
time. 

At the same time HomeServe has bagged a 70 per cent 
stake in Habitissimo, with an option to increase its position 
by a further 30 per cent in four or five years’ time. 

Richard Harpin, HomeServe’s founder and chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “Our investments in Checkatrade and Habitis¬ 
simo underline HomeServe’s ambition to be at the forefront 
of the technological revolution as the world’s most trusted 
provider of home repairs and improvements.” 



















we're s-hopping mad 
over dumped trolleys 


THESE shopping trolleys are clearly 
not where they belong. 

Dozens of them have ended up 
blighting a nature reserve, posing a 
risk to wildlife, having been dumped. 

But thanks to Alan Preece, the 
senior warden at the Salt wells Na¬ 
ture Reserve in Brierley Hill, and a 
hardy band of volunteers, they have 
been pulled out out brooks, hedges 
and ditches around the beauty spot. 

Around 30 trolleys were rounded 
up during a clean-up operation. 

They are thought to have been 
dumped by shoppers from the 
nearby Merry Hill shopping cen¬ 
tre with many ending up clogging 


brooks and streams. Mr Preece said: 
“There was a lot more than usual 
over Christmas. We collect them up, 
put them in a central location and 
arrange for them to be collected.” 

“When you walk around a nature 
reserve you don’t come to see shop¬ 
ping trolleys,” Mr Preece said. 

“If there is a build up in the 
brooks it could cause the water lev¬ 
els to rise and all the plants and bur¬ 
rows would be flooded. They form a 
grid and leaves stick to it, effectively 
forming a dam.” It is thought many 
of the trolleys are used to transport 
heavy goods and then discarded no 
longer needed. 



Alan Preece, senior warden for Saltwells Nature Reserve, with the trolleys at the beauty spot 


City hospital seeking 
final-year students 

BIRMINGHAM Children’s Hospital is on the look¬ 
out for the next generation of talent. It is inviting fi¬ 
nal-year university students to find out more about its 
award-winning Aspire programme, at an open day on 
Tuesday, February 14. 

The hospital is hosting the event. Running from 
2-4pm, it will provide information about its graduate in¬ 
tern scheme. Members of the Aspire team will also pro¬ 
vide details on opportunities available, across a range 
of departments, and give advice on how to apply for the 
48-week paid internships starting in September 2017. 

Rebecca Orton, the hospital’s widening participation 
lead said: “Our graduate internship programme has 
been a real success story.” 

Anyone interested in coming along to the open day will 
need to register their attendance in advance by visiting 
www. aspir eatbch .com 


Kurdish-link 
hackers hit 
websites in 
cyber attack 


A CYBER attack was launched against 
schools, pubs and an NHS trust in the Black 
Country by hackers claiming to support the 
Kurdish army 

Among the organisations targeted were All Saints 
Primary School in West Bromwich, Perton Middle 
School in Wolverhampton and The Holly Bush pub 
in Cradley Heath, as was Dudley and Walsall Mental 


Health Partnership NHS 
Board. 

The Staffordshireshort- 
breaks.co.uk website was 
also a target. 

The messages show that 
those who hacked the web¬ 
site then state ‘long live to 
peshmarga’ and a Kurdish 
flag. They also come with 
message ‘Kurdish Hackers 
Was Here’. 

The peshmerga is the 
army of Kurdish fighters 
in northern Iraq, which are 
currently fighting ISIS in 
both Iraq and Syria. 

It is believed the hackers 
managed to break in via 
outdated versions of Word- 
Press, a website provider. 

Alerted 

All Saints Primary School 
headteacher Jackie Beech 
was alerted about the cyber 
attack by a parent. 

It was under a blog page 
on the school’s website for 
an arts festival. 

Ms Beech said: “A parent 
called us in the morning, 
they are good, the parents, 
and use the website regu¬ 
larly. 

“I was in a staff meeting 
so did not see it, but we 
told our IT team and it was 
quickly taken down.” 

On Staffordshireshort- 
breaks.co.uk, the hackers 
attacked a holiday review 


By Alex Ross 

posted in May last year. It is 
hosted by Laurels Tech Web 
Design. Owner Phil Tester 
said he believed the site was 
hacked as the WordPress 
software had not been up¬ 
dated but the problem had 
been fixed. 

Also targeted was the 
website for the Holly Bush 
in Newtown Lane, Cradley 
Heath. Owner Dave Francis 
said: “I find it slightly amus¬ 
ing, I’ve got nothing against 
the Kurds. I’m happy for 
them to love the Bush.” 

He said his website was 
designed by a friend. 

He added: “It is scary 
to think what else they 
can hack, such as bank ac¬ 
counts.” 

University of Wolver¬ 
hampton maths and com¬ 
puting principal lecturer 
Tony Proctor, who spe¬ 
cialises in cyber security, 
said the problem was often 
linked to websites using out 
of date software. 

He said: “Websites using 
out of date software do so at 
their peril. The hackers will 
often look for out of date 
software which leaves web¬ 
sites vulnerable. It is impor¬ 
tant users make sure they 
have the latest update.” 


Cyclist tragedy 
follows collision 

A CYCLIST has died following a crash with a car in Bir¬ 
mingham. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service was called to Alum 
Rock Road at 12.21am on Sunday night. 

Two ambulances, a paramedic area support officer and 
the Warwickshire and Northamptonshire Air Ambulance 
were sent to the scene. 

A West Midlands Ambulance Service spokesman said: 
“On arrival at the scene, crews discovered a man who had 
fallen from his bike following a collision with a car. 

“Ambulance staff immediately began CPR and adminis¬ 
tered advanced life support as the man was found to be in 
cardiac arrest. 

“Unfortunately, it became apparent that nothing could 
be done to save him and he was confirmed dead at the 
scene. A man from the car was assessed for the effects of 
shock but did not require taking to hospital.” 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 


THE BIG SALE CONTINUES!! 

DELIVERY MILEAGE 66 REG GARS AND VANS 
RIG SAVINGS - GREAT CHOICE AVAILABLE 


DELIVERY MILES 


Vauxhall Viva Se from 

£8195 
GOING FAST!! 


DELIVERY MILES I DELIVERY MILES 


Vauxhall Meriva Exclusiv 1.4 Vauxhall Combo Swb from 

from £10695 £10695+VAT 


Vauxhall Adam Jam from 

£9195 


Vauxhall Vivaro Swb from 

£11695 


NOW ONLY! 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi SRi 23,000 miles, Silver, 5-dr. £12,495 

10/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi SRi 5-dr. Black, 52,000 miles. £6695 

14/64 VAUXHALL CORSA1.3 CDTi EXCITE 5-dr. Blue, 22,500 miles........... £8995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SRi 1.4 TURBO 3-dr. Big Alloys, White, 10,500 miles ..£12,995 

13/13 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SRi 1.6 TURBO 200PS ENGINE 

Silver, Big Alloys, 32,000 miles... £8995 

16/16 ABARTH FIAT 5951.4 TURBO 3-dr. White, 3100 miles. £11,995 

12/62 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.2 PETROL 5-dr. White, 19,000 miles. £6995 

14/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA SRi 1.4 TURBO 5-dr. White, 21,000 miles. £8995 

14/14 VAUXHALL M0KKA SE 1.7 CDTi Orange, 38,000 miles.. £12,995 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, 15,000 miles, Black. £13995 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CTDi SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, 18,000 miles, Black. £13995 

16/65 VAUXHALL M0KKA 1.6 Petrol, 2WD, Black, 17,540 miles. £12995 

10/10 VAUXHALL CORSA SRi 1.4 3-dr, 28,000 miles, Black, Air Con, Alloys. £5795 

15/65 VAUXHALL M0KKA 1.6 SE Petrol, 2WD, Black, 14,200 miles... £13495 

13/62 VAUXHALL CORSA SRi 1.4 3-dr, Red, 25,000 miles, Air Co, Alloys. £6495 

10/60 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 SE Automatic, 33,000 miles, Silver, Alloys ......_ £5495 

15/15 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTi SRi 7 Seats, MPV, Alloys, 9722 miles. £13995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 TURBO SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, Red, 11,000 miles. £13995 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SRi Sat Nav, 5-dr, Silver, 10,000miles. £13995 

15/15 VAUCHALL INSIGNIA ELITE CDTi Sat Nav, Silver, Alloys, Upgrade, 11,500 miles .£14995 

09/09 NISSAN QASHQAI + 21.6 PETROL Gold, One Lady Owner, Only 24,000 miles, 

7 Seats. £7995 

11/61 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 5-dr. A/C, Silver, 34,000 miles... £5995 

15/65 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5-dr. Choice of Colours/Miles.. £9250 

16/16 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA VXR LINE 1.6 CDTi 5-dr. Grey, 4,000 miles. £14,995 

12/62 PEUGEOT 3008 ACTIVE HDi AUTOMATIC Bronze, 28,000 miles. £7995 

15/65 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 PETROL DESIGN ESTATE TOURER Red, 8,000 miles. £9995 

12/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTS SRi CDTi 3-dr, White, 18,000 miles. £8495 

15/64 VAUXHALL CASCADA 2.0 SE CDTi S/S Gold, 24,584 miles. £13,495 


NOWONLY! 

15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.6 CDTi 136 SRi VX LINC NA White, 5162 miles. £15,495 

15/15 VAUXHALL M0KKA HAT 1.6115PS EXCLUSIV ST 5-dr. Silver, 10,466 miles ...£11,995 

13/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA ELITE 1.4 S/S Convertible, Grey, 26,303 miles. £11,995 

15/64 VAUXHALL M0KKA SE S/S 1.6 5-door. Satin, 12,381 miles. £12,495 

13/13 CITROEN Cl VTR+ 5-dr. Grey, 33,910 miles. £4850 

12/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CLUB EC0FLEXVAN Silver, 58,279 miles. £5995 

14/14 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6 VXR 5-dr. Blue, 12,750 miles. £11,750 

13/63 VAUXHALL ASTRA TOURER ESTATE 2.0 Diesel, Blue, 43,000 miles, 

One Owner. £8495 

13/63 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 TOURER T-L CDTi EF Silver, 27,400 miles. £11,495 

14/63 VAUXHALL MOKKA TECHLINE 1.4T S/S Olympic, 12,876 miles. £11,995 

12/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SE Automatic, Grey, Two Owners, Air Con,.. £7995 

08/58 MERCEDES CIS0 COUPE CLC Black, 78,500 miles, Alloys, History,. £6695 

13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.6 ACCESS 4X2 5-dr. White, 47,920 miles. £6495 

13/13 VAUXHALL ADAM HAT 1.2 70PS JAM Red N Roll, 8564 miles... £6250 

13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.6 ACCESS 5-dr. Silver, 31,429 miles. £7250 

15/65 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.4 T TOURER EXCLUSIVE Grey, 11,057 miles. £13,495 

13/13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 VXR 3-dr. VXR, Red, 28,087 miles. £14,995 

10/59 KIA CARENS 2.0S 5S ESTATE, BLUE, 38,892 miles_____ £3450 

10/10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN 5-dr. Silver, 37,317 miles. £4750 

16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.0T TECHLINE 5-dr choice. Available from... £11,495 

16/66 VAUXHALL ADAM HAT 1.2 70PS JAM Red N Roll, 1 mile. £9195 

13/63 CHEVROLET TRAX 1.4 LT TURBO 5-dr. White, 8698 miles. £10,450 

12/62 HYUNDA1110 ACTIVE 1.2 5-dr. Silver, 23,383 miles. £4995 

13/13 VAUXHALL CASCADA CVTBi 1.4 TURB0140 SE 2-dr. Red, 16,502 miles. £11,850 

13/13 VAUXHALL MOKKA HAT 1.4140 TB0 XDSIV 4X Silver, 37,071 miles. £10,750 

14/64 VAUXHALL CORSA HAT 1.4i WT ENERGY EX-DEMO 3-dr. Grey, 22,760 miles...£6650 

14/14 SEAT IBIZA 1.4 T0CA 3-dr. Red, 23,897 miles.. £6995 

13/13 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SPORT TOURER CDTi 2.0 MACADEMIA 

Metallic, 25,000 miles. £9995 


14/63 SUZUKI SX4SZ31.6 5-dr. White, 18,377 miles. £6495 16/16 VAUXHALL ASTRA SRi NAV 1.6 CDTi 5-dr, White, Sat Nav, One Owner. £14,350 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 


£ DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY f 

3 TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) Z 

° 01384 454100www.dudleymotorco.co.uk < 
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Wide selection of 
Wedding Dresses to suit 
all sizes and budgets 

Tiaras/Accessories/ 

Alterations 

SIZES FROM 6 TO 32 


48 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HJ 
irgo@simonesbridd.co.uk 


Valentines day 14th February 2017 



±13 Hill Top 
west "E»rom,wick 
west Midlands 
~&7-o OHM. 


Fresh flowers from, the 
heart to the door avui 
you. oai/u order what ever 
the time through our web 
shop 

Www.poslesflorlst. oo m. 


0±Q±~505~±±°)& 


FOR ALL YOUR VALENTINE’S 
GOODIES COME TO US! 


• Balloons 

• Flowers for Any Occasion 
• Cake and Main Table Dressing 
• Backdrops 
• Funerals, Birthdays, 

All Occasions 
• Banners andWall 
Decorations 
• GiftWrapping Service 
• Cards 


,yvr¥r« 


fir-'W 



156 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury, 
Birmingham, West Midlands B68 OLU 

For appointment please call 

New ID 0121 422 4001 


NEW ID 


Lorraine - Hair 07939086163 
Tracey ■ Hair 07967827731 
Louise - Neapolis Beauty 07940446306 
Sam - Nails 07732963843 

f New I.D.@newidhairnailsandbeauty 
• @NewlD 156 ® @NewlD156 


Offers on Hair, 
Nails & Beauty 
all Valentine’s 
Week 


✓ 

(7 DAY 

CARVERY 

£3.89 Monday - Saturday 
£5.99 Sunday 


FUNCTION 

ROOM 

FOR... 

Wedding 

Receptions, 

Birthday 

Parties, 

Anniversaries 

and 

Funerals 


36, Lourer High St 
\ Wednesbury 



uue* 

NEWS 


We cater for all your occassions. 
Good quality at competitive prices! 




94 High Street, Smethwick, Birmingham B66 IAQ 

0121 555 6438 07969 567 801 


Please note a skin test is required 24 hours prior to having any tinting treatment. 

Prices quoted for colours and perms are only a guideline unless seen before appointment. 



'Valid until February 14th 2017 


0121 420 4288 

WY' Pi 

281 Bearwood Road, 

(JOUU’u 

Smethwick 

3rf f 

Open: 10am - 6pm 5 days 

/ouch 

Closed Wednesday & Sunday 


Late Night Friday 


VALENTINE’S COMPETITION TIME 

... lM' VWm, tospendwithan 

W *— ,,v - ADVERTISER WHO HAS 


WSIO 7AQ 

A Jl As Seen On: 

STFVFS C0MEDINE 

Q1 LVLO WITH ME 
V 

a E5t jtf aaa 

NEWS 

£10.00 OFF A £40.00 SHOP 

(valid from 11.02.2017 
till 18.02.2017) 

0 121 556 0104 
07932 77 3607 


Valentines Special Offer 

5% off Perms & Extensions* 


• Cutting • Relaxing Weaves 

• Perming • Colouring 

• Extensions • Plaiting / Cornrows 


TOSPENDWITHAN 
ADVERTISER WHO HAS 
APPEARED ON THIS PAGE 

To be in with a chance of winning all you have 
to do is answer the questions in this panel 
which relate to the adverts on this page. 

Send your answers to the address on the coupon. 


W/Mr Closing date 

* 17th February 


JV/* 


F OH ONE 

m 

IY! 


1. Which advertiser is giving £10 off a £40 shop? 

2. Which advertiser's telephone number ends in 6438? 

3. Who has offers on hair, nails and beauty in Valentine's week? 

4. Which customer is encouraging you to visit their Facebook? 

5. What is the name of the florist at Hill Top? 


Send your entries to Rachel Hunt (17/02/17) Express & Star, Black Country House 
Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 

Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name.Surname.. 

Address... 

Postcode.Tel No.Email... 

I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature.., 

I would like to spend my prize money with... 


first correct entry opened after the closing date will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize will be 
issued in cheque form made payable to the advertiser as chosen by the winner. Once issued the cheque cannot be altered and 
must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of companies may NOT 
enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 


m (5531 

I/O V/t 



)od 01597 
ES 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 





















































UNDER NEW 
OWNERSHIP 


WAGGON 8c HORSES 



GUEST ALES 




ENTERTAINMENT 

Tiiesday 

28th February 

PRIZES TO BE WON ! 

EVERY 

FRIDAY 


JOIN OUR 
NEW 
LOYALTY 
CARD SCHEME 



10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 


INCLUDING BATHAMS 

Real Ale Public House Church Street. Oldbury B69 3 AD sports 


9, 2017 
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Sunday, 7pm 
Glee Club, Birmingham 
The stone circle admiring, Tam- 
worth-raised pagan rocker, one of the 
finest purveyors of post-punk psych 
pop in the 80s, makes a rare return to 
Brum. It’s already sold out. 

See www.glee.co.uk 


Jack 

Whitehall 



Thursday, 8pm 
Genting Arena, NEC 

The comedy star of TV’s Fresh Meat, 
Bad Education and numerous panel 
shows makes the transition to a me¬ 
ga-venue, and is also back on Febru¬ 
ary 26 to play the Barclaycard Arena. 
Visit www.gentingarena.co.uk 


Alpines 


Hi 



Tuesday, 7pm 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 

Treat your Valentine to some stylish 
electronic R&B when London duo 
Catherine Pockson and Bob Matthews 
(AKA Alpines) bring songs from their 
second album Another River. 

See hareandhoundskingsheath.co.uk 


Cinderella 



Wednesday to 
Saturday (February 25) 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

Birmingham Royal Ballet return home 
to present David Bintley’s spectacular 
and award-winning family favourite. 

See www.birminghamhippodrome. 
com 


here please call 
Daniel Eccles on 


JAZZ. SOUL. BLUES- 

REGGAE & MOTOWN 


Up 4 The Downstroke 

Tonight - tomorrow, 
The Jam Flouse, 
Birmingham, B3 1QU. 
Call 0121 200 3030 



Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 ONFI. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Jazzlines presents.. 

Stella Roberts’ Sextet 

Tue, £14.95 
The Jam Flouse, 

Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Big Wolf Band 

Wed, £14.95 
The Jam Flouse, 

Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Dan Spirrett Nonet: 

Of Mice and Men 

Thu, £6-£12 

Birmingham Conservatoire, 
Birmingham City University, 
Edgbaston, B3 3FIG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Green Bayou feat. Gary 
Whittingham & Smokin 
Ade Wakelin 

Thu, £3 

The RoadFlouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

ROCK 
& METAL 


The Boss (Springsteen) 

+ Bryan Adams Experience 

Tonight, £12 - £14 
The Robin 2, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Cult Fiction + Iron 2 
Maiden double header 

Tonight, £7 - £8 

The RoadFlouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, 

B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Dire Streets 

Tomorrow, £15 
Huntingdon Flail, Crowngate 
Shopping Centre, Worcester, 
WR1 3LD. 

Call 01905 611427 

The Modfathers 

Tomorrow, £10 - £12 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Oaceis + The Jam DRC 
+ The Coopers 

Tomorrow, £7 - £8 

The RoadFlouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 


Strange Bones + 

Blackwaters + special guests 

Tomorrow, £6 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

Valentines Rock n Roll 
Dance -1950s featuring 
Debra-June & The Rockin 
Tunes, plus top DJ Big Col 

Tomorrow, 

The Austin Sports & Social Club, 
Birmingham, B31 2SF. 

Call 0121 475 1641 

Altered Bridge + Mallen 

Sun, £6 

The RoadFlouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Julian Cope 

Sun, 7pm 

Glee Club Birmingham, 

The Arcadian Center, B5 4TD. 
Call 0121 693 2248 

Colin Blunstone 
with his full band 

Wed, £16-£17.50 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Rumours of Fleetwood Mac 

Wed, £22.50 - £32.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Four Year Strong 

Thu, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

POP 

Voice of the Fleart 
- Karen Carpenter tribute 

Tomorrow, 

Festival Drayton Centre, 

Market Drayton, TF9 3AX. 

Call 01630 654444 

Alpines 

Tue, 7pm 

Flare & Flounds, Kings Fleath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0121 444 2081 

Let There Be Love 
Valentines Day Event 

Tue, 

The Chameleon Restaurant & 
Bar, Birmingham, B1 1BD. 

Call 0121 643 2233 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 


The Furrow Collective 

Sun, 

MAC Theatre, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B3 1QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Barbara Dickson 

Tue, £20 - £27 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 


Wille & The Bandits 

Thu, £10-£12 

The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

CLASSICAL 


SOT Festival - BBC 
Philharmonic Feb 2017 

Tonight, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Steven Osborne: Rachmaninov 

Wed - Thu, 

CBSO Centre, Birmingham, 

B1 2LF. Call 0121 616 6500 


THEATRE 


Stand By Me 

Tonight, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR Call 0844 871 7649 

Wonderland 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Dial M for Murder 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Hall Green Little Theatre, 
Birmingham, B27 7RY. 

Call 0121 707 1874 

The Red Shoes 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

What’s In A Name? 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, B1 2ER 
Call 0121 236 4455 

Ursula 

Tomorrow, £6 - £8 
The University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TT. 
all 0121 414 4117 

The Nutcracker 

Sun, £13.50-£39 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

Thoroughly Modern Millie 

Mon - Thu, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Frankenstein 

Mon - Wed, 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

Jamie Raven Live 

Tue, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AP 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Anita And Me 

Tue - Thu, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 42 92 12 


William Shakespeare’s Long 
Lost First Play (Abridged) 

Tue - Wed, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Swan Lake 

Wed, £11.50-£36.50 
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

Cinderella 

Wed-Thu, 

Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Carmen 

Thu, 

Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB. 
Call 01684 892277 

COMEDY 

Standup comedy - James 
Redmond, David Whitney, 

Sean Percival 

Tonight - Sun, £15 
Jongleurs Comedy Club, Bir¬ 
mingham, B1 2HG. 

Call 08700 111 960 

Jimmy Carr: The Best Of, 
Ultimate, Gold, Greatest 
Hits Tour 

Tomorrow, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Jack Whitehall 

Thu, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT 

Call 0121 780 4141 

RH Comedy Presents 

Thu, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Spotlight Tour 

Today, Sun, Free 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 

Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Stitch Social 

Today, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 
Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Theatre Tour 

Tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Musical Portraits 

Tomorrow, 

Ruddock Performing Arts Centre, 
King Edward’s School, 
Birmingham, B15 2UA. 

Call 0121 472 9585 


Beginners Machine 
Embroidery with Angie Hughes 

Tomorrow, 

Winterbourne House and Garden, 
The University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TT. 

Call 0121 414 4117 

David Cox and 
his Contemporaries 

Today - Thu, 

Worcester City Art Gallery, 

WR1 IDT. 

Call 01905 25371 

Darwin Memorial Lecture 

Sun, £10 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Whyley Dance 

Tue, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, 

Areley Common, Astley Cross, 
Stourport-on-Severn, DY13 0NB. 
Call 07939 318973 

Bite-sized talk: David Cox 
Influence and Influences 

Tue, 

Worcester City Art Gallery, 

WR1 IDT. 

Call 01905 25371 

Solihull Photographic 
Society - Tessa Mills 

Tue, 

Solihull Women’s Institute, 

B91 3DQ, 

Call 07815 165438 

Somewhere Never Travelled - 
Annette Pugh Solo Exhibition 

Today - Thu, 

Reuben Colley Fine Art, 
Birmingham, B3 2BB. 

Call 0121 236 0920 

Beginners Embroidery Course 

Wed, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 

Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Photographic Prize 2017 

Thu, 

RBSA Gallery, Birmingham, 

B3 -|SA 

Call 0121 236 4353 

FAMILY 

& KIDS 

Parent and toddler morning 

Tue, £2 

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, 
Birmingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

MISC. 

EVENTS 

Rugby Ramble 

Tomorrow, 

Birmingham Moseley Rugby 
Club, 

Billesley Common, 

B13 0PT. 

Call 0121 443 3631 


Express & Star 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 

























































thefastticket 


entertainment 25 


Dancer Joanne takes 
the lead in 20s musical 

A GOLD-DIGGING flapper 
gets more than she bar¬ 
gained for in the new re¬ 
vamped version of Thor¬ 
oughly Modern Millie, a hit 
musical from the 60s that 
was set in the 20s and is 
coming to Birmingham. 

This delirious comic celebration of 
the jazz age has star power with the 
professional winner of Strictly Come 
Dancing’s glitterball, Joanne Clifton, 
making her leading role debut as 
the bobbed and bewildered Millie 
Dillmount, a Kansas girl adrift in 
New York City. 

Searching for a rich husband amid 
the speakeasies and skyscrapers, 

Millie falls on hard times and finds 
herself in a low-rent hotel run by the 
villainous Mrs Meers, being played 
with relish by former EastEnder Mi¬ 
chelle Collins. 

Tap 

The winner of six Tony Awards 
including Best Musical, Thoroughly 
Modern Millie is based on the 1967 
Academy Award-winning film (which 
starred Julie Andrews) with new 
songs by Jeanine Tesori and Dick 
Scanlan. It was a Broadway smash 
when it opened in 2002, and was fol¬ 
lowed by a West End production star¬ 
ring Amanda Holden. 

Highlights include explosive tap 
dance numbers and a ‘Fred and Gin¬ 
ger’ style routine on a window ledge. 

The show runs at Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre from Monday 
to the following Saturday. 

For tickets see www.atgtickets.com 
or call the box office on 0844 871 3011. 


Growing up 
in the 1970s 

CORONATION Street and Dinnerladies actress Shobna 
Gulati is starring in Anita and Me, a culture-clash comedy 
with its roots in Staffordshire village life. 

The play was a huge success when staged at Birmingham Rep 
in 2015 and a new production by the Touring Consortium Theatre 
Company is staged at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre from Tues¬ 
day to the following Saturday. 

Shobna Gulati (pictured left) will play Daljit in the new tour of the play 
adapted by Tanika Gupta from the book by Wolverhampton-born actress, 
author and comedienne Meera Syal. 

The semi-autobiographical tale draws upon Meera’s own childhood in 
Essington, and tells the story of Meena, the only girl from a Punjabi family 
growing up in a West Midlands mining village during the 1970s, and her 
friendship with Anita. 

Meera Syal, a former Queen Mary’s High School pupil who found fame 
on TV’s Goodness Gracious Me, said: “I’m delighted that Anita and Me is 
touring the UK. 

“It is amazing to think of so many people engaging in this story, particu¬ 
larly young people, who like me as a child, may be wondering how they fit in.” 

Admired 

Oldham-born Shobna was delighted to land a role in Anita and Me. She 
said: “I’ve wanted to work on Meera’s work for some time. Meera and I seem 
to have missed each other for one reason or another, but I’ve admired her 
work greatly over the years. 

“I didn’t read the book when it first came out, I don’t know why. But it’s 
a great role and it’s one that I identify with strongly.” 

Tickets are on sale from the theatre box office, online at grandtheatre. 
co.uk or by calling 01902 429212. 




From Strictly to the roaring 20s, glitterball winner Joanne Clifton stars as Thoroughly Modern Millie in Birmingham 


She’s Not There but 
Colin will be at the Robin 

HIS voice features on one of the most 
spellbinding songs of the 1960s, She’s Not 
There. Now the former lead singer of The 
Zombies, Colin Blunstone, is bringing is 
latest band to the Black Country. 

The Zombies had another major hit 
four years later in 1968 with Time Of The 
Season and that year produced acclaimed 
album Odessey And Oracle. Blunstone 
had solo success in the 70s, including the 
hit Say You Don’t Mind, and with Dave 
Stewart (What Becomes Of The Broken 
Hearted) and The Alan Parsons Project 
in the 80s. He’s at The Robin 2, Bilston, 
on Wednesday. For ticket information see 
www.therobin.co.uk or call 01902 401211. 


Dub rockers promise a 
Dread good night out 

FOUNDED by Big Audio Dynamite drum¬ 
mer Greg Roberts and sound engineer/ 
musician Tim Bran in 1993, Dreadzone 
went on to become stalwarts of the fes¬ 
tival and post-rave dance music scenes 
with their fusion of dub reggae, electronic 
dance, folk and rock. 

The John Peel favourites even made 
the UK top 20 singles in 1996 with Little 
Britain. 

This month the band return to their 
dub roots on eighth album Dread Times, 
on their Dubwiser label, and will be in 
concert at The Slade Rooms in Wolver¬ 
hampton on Saturday. Visit www.wolves 
civic.co.uk or call 0870 320 7000. 


Hard Rock Hell with 
40 bands on the bill 

FORGET flowers, how about some very 
heavy metal for Valentine’s Day? 

This weekend more than 40 hard rock 
bands will be gathering at the 02 Acad¬ 
emy in Birmingham city centre for two 
days of metal mayhem. 

The weekend festival under the HRH 
(Hard Rock Hell) Metal banner has been 
named the St Valentine’s Day Metal Melt¬ 
down and is marking ten years of HRH. 

Bands playing at the venue’s three 
rooms include Skindred, Raging Speed- 
horn, Evile, Sodom, Lawnmower Deth, 
Senser, Obzidian, and Feed The Rhino. 
See www.hrhmetal.com for the full 
line-up details and ticket information. 



The Lion King 

London Showtime 


Sat 11 March 

£149 

Sat 30 September 

£149 



» Coach travel with 
reserved seating 

• One night bed & 
breakfast at our select hotel 

• Free time to enjoy the attractions of London 
» Inclusive admission to the matinee 

performance of The Lion King at the Lyceum 
Theatre, London. Age 3+ 


NATIONAL 


2/3 DAY SPORT BREAKS 

Sat 8 Apr 2 The Grand National ■ Steeple Chase Enclosure & Liverpool... £119 

Thu 13 Apr 2 Betway Premier League Darts - Live!.£99 

Sat 15 Apr 2 Liverpool & Haydock Races - Easter Special.. £99 

Sat 13 May 2 Liverpool & Haydock Races.£99 

Sat 13 May 2 Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi .£99 

Sat 20 May 2 British Touring Car Championship - Oulton Park...£119 
Sat 20 May 2 FA Vase & FA Trophy Finals - Wembley ib&bi .. £99 

Sat 27 May 2 Truckfest Spectacular 8< Oxford.£99 

Sat 5 Aug 2 England v South Africa - Old Trafford.£129 

Sat 12 Aug 2 Liverpool & Haydock Races.£99 

Sat 26 Aug 2 Ebor Stakes - York Racecourse.« w ,<..£119 

Sat 2 Sep 2 Burghley Horse Trials.. £99 

Fri 8 Sep 3 London & The Goodwood Revival. .ft! .£199 

Sat 30 Sep 2 The Offical World's Strongest Man Tour Finals ib&bi ....£119 


E** 

2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Sat 4 Mar Dreamboats and Petticoats - Live in Manchester £99 

Sat 4 Mar London 8< Star Wars Identities at the 02.£99 

Sat 4 Mar Sunny Afternoon & Historic York.£119 

Sat 11 Mar Beautiful - The Carole King Musical - London ib&bi£139 

Sat 11 Mar Funny Girl - Live in Liverpool.£119 

Thu 16 Mar Frankly Sinatra Live In Concert ib&bi .£99 

Thu 16 Mar Oily Murs - Live in Liverpool.£139 

Fri 17 Mar The Magic of Motown & Liverpool.£99 

Sat 18 Mar The Full Monty & Historic York.£99 

Mon 20 Mar Llandudno Grand 8< Anton and Erin... £209 

Sat 25 Mar Grease - Live in Manchester.£119 

Sat 25 Mar Justin's Party 8< Blackpool Fun Time.£99 

Sat 1 Apr Bay City Rollers - Les Mckeown Live.£99 

Wed 5 Apr The Who Live in Manchester.£159 



Sat 27 May 

£99 

Sat 5 August £99 

Sat 1 July 

£99 



• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed 8< 
breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• Visit to Liverpool 

• Inclusive admission to 
Chester Races. 



Explore Europd^ of Europe 


Rome 

& Taste of Italy 


Sun 5 March 

£319 

Sun 2 April 

£349 

Sun 19 March 

£319 

Sun 23 April 

£349 


I 


Coach travel with reserved seating 

Four nights dinner, bed & continental breakfast plus 

two evening meals in Montecatini Terme 

Overnight stops on outward & return journeys on 

bed and continental breakfast basis 

Guided tours of Vipitino & Innsbruck 

Full day excursion to Florence 

An extended day to Rome 

Excursion to Pisa 


4/5/7 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Fri 24 Feb 4 Disneyland Paris at the Magic Circus ib&bi... £349 
Fri 24 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bii £279 
Fri 24 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi£279 

Fri 24 Feb 4 Ostend Weekend Superdeal. £129 

Fri 24 Feb 4 Paris Weekend Superdeal ib&bi.£149 

Mon 27 Feb 5 Rhine & Moselle All Inclusive. £199 

Mon 27 Feb 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £169 

Sun 5 Mar 7 Lake Garda & Venice All-Inclusive. £339 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Ostend All Inclusive... £239 

Mon 6 Mar 4 Ostend Special Breakaway.. £139 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Ostend Superdeal........... £209 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine & Moselle All Inclusive. £219 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal... £189 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Three Countries Inclusive Special £199 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 1 Apr Victoria at Harewood House . £89 

Mon 3 Apr Flying Scotsman Special £119 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale The Tour. £99 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special £119 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special. 1 . £89 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market & Harrogate Flower Show.. £99 
Tue 25 Apr Gino's Italian Escape - Live!...,.^.,.^*,,.,,,,.. £99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show ib&bi..£99 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow & Historic Bath. £99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!. £79 

Sat 20 May Emmerdale The Tour. £99 

Sat 27 May Chelsea Flower Show ib&bi.£169 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show 8< Liverpool. £79 

Sat 24 Jun Victoria at Harewood House. £89 



Sat 18 March 

£99 

Wed 17 May 

£79 

Sat 22 April 

£99 

Wed 21 June 

£79 


. Coach travel with reserved seating throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

. All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

• Saturday visit to Skipton for its colourful market. 

• Included guided tour at the Emmerdale 
Studio Experience and enjoy the much loved 
surroundings of the Dingles, Bernice's Salon, Smith 
Cottage and The Woolpack 


family fun^ for all the family! 


Penguins 
& Kingdom of Ice 

■ 

Sat 15 April £99 

Sat 17 June 

£99 

Sat 20 May £99 

Sat 29 July 

£99 


• Coach travel with reserved seating throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• Included admission to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park to 
visit the Polar Bears and numerous other animals 

• Included admission to the stunning 'Deep' in 
Hull where visitors can enjoy a unique interactive 
experience. 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Sat 18 Mar Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£99 

Sat 25 Mar London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 1 Apr Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise..£99 

Thu 6 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Thu 13 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.. £119 

Sat 15 Apr Legoland Spectacular ib&bi.^1,4 £119 

Sat 15 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour..£119 

Sat 22 Apr Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor .£99 
Sat 29 Apr Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise..£99 
Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime..£89 

Sat 20 May London 8< Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor..£99 
Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime..£89 
Sat 10 Jun Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise..£99 


-f To book go to 

^ nationalholidays.com 



formerly Travelstyle 


fk\Jk 


A NATIONAL 
W HOLIDAYS 
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“thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 11 


CHOICE 



Terry Pratchett: Back in 
Black 

(BBC2, 9pm) 

A dramatised documentary 
telling the story of the life of Terry 
Pratchett, the fantasy author 
whose popular Discworld series 
made him a household name, 
selling more then 85 million 
copies worldwide. In 2015, 
following a prolonged and very 
public battle with Alzheimers, 
Terry died, leaving behind one 
last unfinished story - his own. 
Here, actor Paul Kaye steps into 
the celebrated writer's shoes, 
charting Terry's life from his 
troubled schooldays and his 
difficulties securing the respect 
of literary critics, through to his 
eventual success, and his 
gradual decline into ill health. 
The film makes use of Terry's 
own words, along with those of 
his friend and collaborator Neil 
Gaiman. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Nitro Athletics: Usain Bolt 
Takes on the World. 2.00 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 2.30 Film: Shrek 2. (2004) Animated 
adventure sequel. 3.55 BBC News. 4.05 
Regional Programme. 4.15 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. Wales v England 
(Kick-off 4.50pm). 

6.55 Let It Shine. Graham Norton and 
Mel Giedroyctake the nationwide 
talent search live, as the five 
assembled boy-bands discover for 
the first time what the viewing 
public really think of them. Having 
battled through solo auditions and 
collaborations with some of 
Britain’s biggest musical stars, the 
would-be pop princes must now 
stand on their own two feet, 
performing as five-pieces for the 
first time. There’s a change to the 
judging panel too, as Dannii 
Minogue, Martin Kemp and Gary 
Barlow are joined by a special 
guest judge to cast their verdict on 
each band’s performance. At the 
end of the show, lines are opened 
for viewers at home to vote for 
their favourite act. 

7.55 Casualty. Connie is on the 
warpath as the day of Elle’s 
hearing arrives. However, when 
Grace is severely injured, her life 
ends up in Elle’s hands. 

8.45 Let It Shine-The Results. The 
results of the viewer vote are 
revealed, and the three top-scoring 
bands claim a place in the next 
stage of the contest, while the 
remaining two battle for survival. 

9.15 Taboo. Delaney’s trading plans 
begin to unravel, and a shocking 
family revelation have an impact 
on not only James himself, but 
also his erstwhile allies, his 
household, and his family. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Liverpool v Tottenham 
Hotspur at Anfield. 

11.55This Country. New series. 

Mockumentary presenting a wry 
look at the lives of young people 
living in modern, rural Britain, via 
two ne’er-do-well cousins living in 
the Cotswolds. 

12.20 Film: Passion. (2012)2.00 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.05 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Film: Magic Town. (1947) 8.10 

Film: The Lavender Hill Mob. (1951) 

9.30 Coast. (R) 10.00 Britain’s Secret 

Seas. (R) 11.00 Homes Under the 

Hammer. (R) 12.00 A Cook Abroad: Tony 

Singh’s India. (R) 1.00 Film: Quo Vadis. 

(1951) Historical epic, starring Robert 

Taylor. 3.45 Flog It! (R) 4.30 Final Score. 

5.30 Mastermind. (R) 

6.00 University Challenge. Student 
quiz, chaired by Jeremy Paxman. 
(R) 

6.30 Only Connect. Victoria Coren 
Mitchell presents the quiz show in 
which successful contestants 
make connections between things 
that initially do not appear to be 
linked. (R) 

7.00 Welcome to Hull: City of Culture 
2017. Comedienne Lucy 
Beaumont returns to Hull to 
preview some of the cultural 
highlights taking place throughout 
2017, with help from actress 
Maureen Lipman and writer 
Richard Bean. 

7.30 George III-The Genius of the 
Mad King. After 200 years under 
lock and key, all the personal 
papers of George III are seeing the 
light of day for the first time. I n this 
documentary, Robert Hardman 
uses these documents to shed new 
light on Britain’s longest-reigning 
king, revealing a man who was a 
political micromanager and a 
restless patron of science and 

the arts, and someone who 
was driven - sometimes to 
distraction - by his sense of duty 
to his family and his country. 
Featuring readings by Simon 
Callow and Sian Thomas. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon 
competes against a rival unit for 
the honour of guarding Winston 
Churchill on a visit to Walmington- 
on-Sea. Guest starring Barbara 
Windsor. (R) 

9.00 Terry Pratchett: Back in Black. 

Paul Kaye steps into Terry 
Pratchett’s shoes in a dramatised 
documentary that makes use of 
the celebrated fantasy author’s 
own unpublished writing to tell his 
own life story. 

9.50 Ql XL. 

10.35 Film: Behind the Candelabra. 

(2013) Biopic of pianist Liberace. 
Directed by Steven Soderbergh 
and starring Michael Douglas. 

12.30 Film: A Royal Affair. (2012) 2.40 

This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.30 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 Alphabetical. 
(R) 10.25 Guess This House. (R) 11.25 
River Monsters. (R) 11.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.00 Dance Dance Dance. (R) 

1.30 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. Italy 
v Ireland (Kick-off 2.25pm). 4.30 Tipping 
Point. (R) 5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! To the Max! 
Harry Hill showcases a selection of 
high-octane comical mishaps, 
captured on video by viewers. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the penultimate edition of the 
obstacle-course contest, as 
competitors from across the UK 
test their strength, speed and 
courage. 

8.00 The Voice UK. Celebrity “coaches” 
William, Tom Jones, Jennifer 
Hudson and Gavin Rossdale 
preside over the penultimate 
round of Blind Auditions. As 
ever, the celebrity panel must 
decide whether to lend their 
support to each act with their 
backs turned to the performer, 
allowing only the contestants’ 
voice to play a part in the selection 
process. If more than one coach 
wants to claim the same artist, 
then the contestant is given a 
chance to choose which coach 
they would like to join. 

9.20 Through the Keyhole. Fay Ripley, 
Steve Jones and Rochelle Humes 
form the studio panel, as Keith 
Lemon challenges them to guess 
which celebrity homes he has 
invaded this week. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: The Bourne Ultimatum. 
(2007) The amnesiac assassin 
regains his memory, just as a CIA 
director sets in motion a plan to 
kill him. Spy thriller sequel, 
starring Matt Damon, Julia Stiles 
and David Strathairn. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (Ft) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (Ft) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (Ft) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 9.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.20 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 
10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.55 Jamie and Jimmy’s 
Friday Night Feast. (R) 12.55 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 1.25 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 1.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (Ft) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.35 Grand 
Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Hidden 

Villages. The Welsh peninsula of 
Pembrokeshire provides the 
setting for Penelope’s last outing, 
as she tours villages clinging to 
the cliffsides and estuaries, or 
nestled beside beaches, farms and 
castles. She discovers how 
Manorbier has connections to 
both Virginia Woolf and CS Lewis’s 
Narnia stories, and pays a visit to 
the waterside villages of the 
Cleddau Estuary, from Llangwm to 
Lawrenny. She encounters native 
Welsh-speakers in the Preseli 
Hills, and visits St Dogmaels, 
home of an impressive food 
market. Last in the series. (R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales take a 
trip to Bristol, where Timothy is 
soon to play King Lear at the Old 
Vic, and revisit both their 
childhood homes in Devon. (R) 
9.00 Film: 2 Guns. (2013) Two 

undercover agents - one working 
for the DEAthe other for the Navy 
- infiltrate a drug cartel, only for 
the planned sting operation to go 
disastrously wrong. Both 
operatives become fugitives and 
must work together to survive - 
but both keep their true identity a 
secret, mistakenly thinking the 
other is a real criminal. Action 
adventure, starring Denzel 
Washington and MarkWahlberg. 
11.10 Film: Riddick. (2013) A fugitive 
left for dead on a dangerous alien 
world lures bounty hunters to the 
planet in a plot to escape. Sci-fi 
thriller sequel, starring Vin Diesel. 

1.15 The Last Leg. (R) 2.10 Hollyoaks. 

4.15 Building the Dream. 5.05 Jamie’s 
Comfort Food. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 Access. (R) 

10.30 Police Interceptors Unleashed. (R) 
11.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.00 
Police Interceptors. (Ft) 1.00 Benefits: 
Can’t Work, Won’t Work. (Ft) 2.00 
Benefits: 19 Kids and Counting the Cost. 
(R) 3.00 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 4.00 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 5.00 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 

6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Repossession agents Mike Allonby 
and Terry Jones travel to Cheshire 
to collect a vehicle from a woman 
who owes several hundred pounds 
on a loan, then they head to 
Liverpool to recover a Jaguar 
X-Type. High court enforcement 
officers Paul Bohill and Steve 
Pinner carry out an order to evict a 
couple with young children in 
London’s East End just a few days 
before Christmas, and later, in 
Essex, try to track down a man 
who owes more than £10,000 to 
his landlord. (R) 

7.00 NCIS: Los Angeles. Deeks places 
his job in danger when he shoots 
and kills an unarmed man, 
prompting unexpected emotions 
for Kensi as she contemplates 
losing her partner. 

8.00 NCIS. A petty officer is shot dead 
in a manner matching the modus 
operandi of the Tri-State Sniper, 
but said killer is discovered to have 
been in custody on the day of the 
shooting. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Brighton 
& Hove Albion v Burton Albion at 
the AMEX Stadium. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in Leagues One 
and Two, including AFC 
Wimbledon v Charlton Athletic at 
Cherry Red Records Stadium. 
10.30World’s Biggest Diamond Heist. 
The experts try to repeat the 
breathtaking theft of around 
£91 million-worth of diamonds 
from a maximum-security 
underground vault in 2003. 

11.30 Police Interceptors Unleashed. (R) 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Against 
All Flags. (1952) 4.40 Access. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Natural World: Meet the Monkeys 
8.00 A303: Highway to the Sun 9.00 
Treasures of Ancient Egypt 10.00 The 
Young Montalbano 11.45 Top of the 
Pops: 1983 12.50 The Joy of Disco 1.50 
Boogie Fever: A TOTP2 Disco Special 

3.20 Sounds of the 70s 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.15 Ninja Warrior UK 12.15 Take Me 
Out 1.35 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.10 
Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder Emporium 
(2007) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 
4.00 Film: Snow Dogs (2002) 5.00 FYI 
Daily 5.05 Film: Snow Dogs (2002) 6.05 
Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 7.05 FYI 
Daily 7.10 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 
8.00 Scorpion 9.00 Film: Shaun of the 
Dead (2004) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: 
Shaun of the Dead (2004) 11.05 Family 
Guy 12.35 American Dad! 1.30 Release 
the Hounds: Famous & Freaked 2.25 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.40 Film: Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo 
(1990) 1.45 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
3.55 Lewis 5.55 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Doc Martin 9.00 Midsomer Murders 
11.00 Lewis 1.00 Blue Murder 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.05 The Professionals 12.05 Storage 
Wars: Texas 1.05 Storage Wars 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Newbury. Ed 
Chamberlin presents coverage of six 
races from Newbury and Warwick. 4.00 
Film: Every Which Way But Loose (1978) 
5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Every Which 
Way But Loose (1978) 6.10 Storage 
Wars 6.45 Live Snooker: World Grand 
Prix. 11.15 Film: Mars Attacks! (1996) 

12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: Mars 
Attacks! (1996) 1.25 The Wine Show 

2.30 Sporting Funnies 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

2.30 The Goldbergs 5.00 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Bridesmaids (2011) 11.30 
Gogglebox 1.40 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.35 The Inbetweeners 3.30 
Virtually Famous - Tattoo Fixers vs 
Virtually Famous 4.10 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

11.00 Genevieve (1953) 1.00 Inkheart 
(2008) 3.05 ParaNorman (2012) 4.55 
Turner & Hooch (1989) 6.55 Volcano 
(1997) 9.00 Super 8 (201 1)11.15 The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 2 (1986) 1.20 
Machete Kills (2013) 3.35 Close 



THUR 09/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 10/02/17 
CARLA 

SAT 1 1/02/17 
PURE MAGIC PLUS BRIAN 
MAY TRIBUTE 
SUN 12/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 13/02/17 
BENS KARAOKE & DISCO 
TUE 14/02/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 15/02/17 
TYLER JON 
THUR 16/02/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


GREAT \ 
STEAK & 





BOOK NOW FOR 


V7 ^aientlnesy 


Tuesday 14th February 2017 

BACCALA 

Italian Style Gratinated Codfish Cooked In A Creamy 
Sauce With Anchovies, Onions And Mushrooms 
TAGLIATELLE PRIMAVERA (V) 

Pasta Ribbons With Mixed Vegetables In Tomato And 
Cream Sauce 

AGNELLO ROSMARINO 
Rack Of Lamb In A Rich Rosemary Sauce With 
Sundried Tomato And Cappers 

V ALL MAIN COURSES WILL BE SERVED 
WITH POTATOES AND VEGETABLES 7 

DESSERT 

MIXED FOREST FRUITS CHEESECAKE 

A Biscuit Base With A Layer OfRicotta, Topped With 
Wild Mixed Forest Fruits Sauce 

TIRAMISU 

Mascarpone Cream Decorated With Coffee Soaked 
Finger Biscuits And Dusted With Cocoa Powder 

PANNA COTTA 

A Traditional Italian Dessert Made With Cream And 
Vanilla Topped With Caramel Sauce 

V ALL DESSERTS ARE ACCOMPANIED WITH 
A SHOT OF LIMONCELLO LIQUEUR 7 


CAPESANTE BELLAGIO 

Scallops In A Creamy Mustard Sauce With Chopped 
Peppers, Gratinated With Cheese 

SOUP(V) 

Leek And Potato Soup 
CARPACCIO DIMANZO 
Thinly Sliced Cured Beef Topped With Rocket Salad 
And Parmesan Cheese 

FRUTTIDIMARE 

A Selection Of Seafood In A Rich Mediterranean Sauce 
RAVIOLI QUATTRO FORMAGGI 
Fresh Pasta Filled With Cheese 
ANTIPASTO TERRA-MARE (FOR 2 PEOPLE) 

A Sharing Platter With A Selection Of Deep Fried 
Seafood And A Selection Of Cured Italian Meat 

MAIN 

FILETTO ALLO STROGONOFF 

9 Oz Fillet Steak In A Creamy Dijon Mustard Sauce 
With Mushrooms And Shallots 

POLLO PISANO 

Stuffed Breast Of Chicken With Minced Chicken Meat 
On A Bed Of Creamy Celeriac Sauce 

£45.95 PER PERSON 

(Drinks Not Included) 

Please be aware some of our dishes may contain nuts. If you have any allergies please let a member of staff know. 


jtok 


Advance Booking Highly Recommended » 

> - 60 Seagar Street, West Bromwich, West Midlands B71 4AN 

Telephone: 0121 500 2818 

www.thebellagio.co.uk Email: info@thebellagio.co.uk \. Ar\ 
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SUNDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 12” 


CHOICE 



Stephen Fry 


British Academy Film 
Awards 2017 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Stephen Fry hosts the awards 
ceremony live from the Royal 
Albert Hall. This year's 
nominated films include I, 
Daniel Blake, La La Land, 
Arrival, Nocturnal Animals and 
Manchester by the Sea, while 
Meryl Streep, Amy Adams, Dev 
Patel, Natalie Portman, Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Emma Stone, Ryan 
Gosling, Jeff Bridges, Naomie 
Harris and Michelle Williams 
are among the actors in the 
running for awards. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Spy in 
the Wild. (R) 2.15 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. France v Scotland (Kick¬ 
off 3.00pm). 5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 
BBC News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 
6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. New 

series. The nationwide search for 
Britain’s best amateur artist 
returns, with Mariella Frostrup and 
the Rev Richard Coles taking over 
hosting duties. In the first edition, 

10 contestants put their still life 
skills to the test, with some words 
of advice from Diana Ali and 
Pascal Anton. The artists must 
first paint a table laden with 
objects, before being split into two 
groups and challenged to produce 
a homage to either Van Gogh or 
Lichtenstein. Judges Lachlan 
Goudie, Daphne Todd and David 
Dibosa assess their efforts and 
decide who should be eliminated 
from the contest. 

7.00 Countryfile. Reports on the latest 
rural developments. Including 
weather for the week ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. A woman 
expecting her third child realises 
she cannot afford to care for her 
baby, so makes the painful 
decision to give it away to her 
wealthy but childless cousin. 
Shelagh befriends the woman in 
the next hospital bed while 
recovering from her miscarriage, 
and Dr Turner confides in Timothy 
about his worst fears. Sister 
Julienne looks for a new recruit to 
join the midwives, and the 
community prepares to celebrate 
the opening of a new park. 

9.00 British Academy Film Awards 
2017. Stephen Fry hosts the 
awards ceremony live from the 
Royal Albert Hall. This year's 
nominated films include I, Daniel 
Blake, La La Land, Arrival and 
Manchester by the Sea. 

II. 00 BBC News. 

11.20Regional Programme. 

11.30 American High School. New 
series. Cameras follow staff and 
pupils at a majority African- 
American High School in South 
Carolina. A new principal tries to 
improve grades and discipline. 
12.10 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 
1.35 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.45 
Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.45 An 
Island Parish: Anguilla. (R) 8.15 The 
Edible Garden. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. (R) 

9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 
Nigel Slater’s Dish of the Day. (R) 11.45 
Nigellissima. (R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Nitro Athletics: Usain Bolt Takes on 
the World. 2.00 Film: The Winslow Boy. 
(1999) Edwardian drama, starring Nigel 
Hawthorne. 3.40 Money for Nothing. (R) 
4.10 Flog It! (R) 5.00 Ski Sunday. 5.45 
Film: Catch Me If You Can. (2002) Fact- 
based drama, starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Tom Hanks. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Panellists Deborah 
Meaden, Peter Jones, Touker 
Suleyman, Sarah Willingham and 
Nick Jenkins assess the profit¬ 
making potential of a brand of 
wheatgrass tablets, customised 
earphones, a teacher’s online male 
grooming enterprise, and a range 
of baby products created by an 
Irish couple. Presented by Evan 
Davis. 

9.00 Special Forces-Ultimate Hell 
Week. The remaining contestants 
undergo 48 hours of training by a 
former master sergeant of the US 
Army’s Green Berets. The unit’s 
motto is Leave No Man Behind, 
and the gruelling challenges they 
face force the recruits to live up to 
this code by punishing everyone 
for the failure of any individual 
member of the group. 

10.00 Match of the Day 2. Jason 
Mohammad reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, which 
featured Burnley v Chelsea at Turf 
Moor, and Swansea City v 
Leicester City at Liberty Stadium. 

II. 00 Live at the Apollo. Gina Yashere 

introduces surreal Australian 
comedian Sam Simmons and 
rising comedy star Ellie Taylor to 
the stage of London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo. (R) 

11.45 Six Nations Rugby Union. 
Highlights from this year’s 
tournament. 

12.15 Film: All Good Things. (2010) The 
heir of a wealthy family marries a medical 
student, but is suspected of murdering 
her when she disappears without trace. 
Crime drama, starring Ryan Gosling and 
Kirsten Dunst. 1.50 Sign Zone: Question 
Time. Topical debate from Torquay, 
chaired by David Dimbleby. (R) 2.50 
Holby City. A familiar face makes a return 
under shocking circumstances. (R) 3.50 
This Is BBC Two. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled! 7.35 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors. 8.20 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.45 Teen Titans Go! (R) 9.05 Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Gino’s Italian 
Escape: Hidden Italy. (R) 11.30 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.40 Film: Murder on the 
Orient Express. (1974) Agatha Christie 
mystery, starring Albert Finney. 3.05 All 
Star Family Fortunes. (R) 3.50 Ninja 
Warrior UK. (R) 4.50 The Voice UK. (R) 
6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Dance Dance Dance. Alesha 
Dixon and Will Best host the final 
of the celebrity dance contest. Just 
two contestants and their dance 
partners remain in the running, 
and they will have to undergo a 
gruelling rehearsal process before 
trying to impress judges Ashley 
Banjo, Tina Landon and Timor 
Steffens with re-enactments of 
famous performances by Beyonce, 
Lady Gaga and Gene Kelly. Last in 
the series. 

8.00 Lion Country: Night and Day. The 

two prides find their territories 
overlapping. A lioness gives birth 
to a litter of cubs, and a lost 
elephant searching for its family 
strays into the middle of the 
conflict. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. A 

mysterious man is found washed 
up on the beach. Ruby gets to 
grips with her new routine at the 
hospital, but begins to question 
Gabriel’s professional conduct. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Six Nations Highlights. Mark 
Pougatch presents action from the 
three matches in the second round 
of this year’s championship, 
featuring Wales v England, Italy v 
Ireland and France v Scotland. 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present action from the latest top¬ 
flight fixtures, including Exeter 
Chiefs v Wasps, Bath v 
Northampton Saints and 
Worcester Warriors v Saracens. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 2.35 A Place in the 
Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 3.40 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 4.45 Channel 4 
News. 5.15 Film: Mrs Doubtfire. (1993) 
A divorced actor disguises himself as an 
ageing female Scottish housekeeper to 
get a job looking after his own children. 
Comedy, with Robin Williams, Sally Field 
and Pierce Brosnan. Edited for language. 

7.30 The Jump. The contestants’ 
second challenge is to compete in 
snowcross, an event that requires 
them to race downhill on snow 
skates across a winding course 
littered with turns, jumps and 
obstacles. The losers must then 
face The Jump to determine which 
of them will be eliminated from the 
contest. Presented by Davina 
McCall. 

9.00 Homeland. While Carrie handles 
her client, Saul’s trip takes a 
dramatic turn, and Quinn 
investigates. Claire Danes and 
Rupert Friend star. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and-numbersquiz, as Jon 
Richardson and David Mitchell 
take on guest captain Joe 
Wilkinson and Roisin Conaty. (R) 
11.00 Film: 127 Hours. (2010) A 

mountain climber is trapped by a 
boulder in a remote canyon and 
reluctantly takes desperate 
measures to survive. Danny 
Boyle’s fact-based drama, with 
James Franco and Kate Mara. 
12.50 Howto Get Fit Fast. Presenters 
Anna Richardson and Amar Latin reveal 
just what viewers need to do to lose 
weight, strengthen their bodies and 
improve fitness levels. (R) 1.401 Do At 
92. Documentary following three 
pensioner couples set to tie the knot. 
They include Georgina, a widow who is 
marrying Raymond, a former chef 
with terminal cancer. (R) 2.35 Hoarder 
SOS. De-cluttering experts Curtis 
Dowling and Joanna Riley come to the 
aid of a woman in west London whose 
bedroom is so full of clothes she 
struggles to get the door open. 3.25 
Building the Dream. 4.15 Phil: Secret 
Agent Down Under. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Wanda and the 
Alien. (R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.35 
Angelina Ballerina. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.00 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy in Toyland. 

(R) 8.45 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 9.00 Shimmer and Shine. 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 
11.20 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 
11.50 Police Interceptors: Unleashed. 

(R) 12.15 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.15 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.15 Police 
Interceptors: Smash & Grab. (R) 3.10 
Film: Jackie Chan’s The Medallion. 
(2003) Comedy adventure, starring 
Jackie Chan. 5.00 Film: The Last 
Airbender. (2010) Premiere. Fantasy 
adventure, starring Noah Ringer. 

7.00 Magic Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud. Internet videos of magic 
tricks going horribly wrong, 
featuring contributions from 
performers whose routines have 
become popular online, including 
a skydiving magician. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 On Benefits. New series. Telling 
the stories of people struggling to 
live on state welfare. 

9.00 Amy Winehouse: The Last Hours 
Of. On July 23,2011, Amy 
Winehouse was found dead in the 
bedroom of her home in Camden, 
north London, with the coroner 
concluding she had died of alcohol 
poisoning. The singer had fought a 
very long and public battle with 
addiction, but in the weeks leading 
up to her death she had apparently 
made huge progress. Using 
information from her post¬ 
mortem, medical testimony heard 
at the inquest and eyewitness 
accounts, forensic physician Dr 
Jason Payne-James re-examines 
the circumstances surrounding 
the singer’s death. (R) 

10.00 Most Shocking Moments in Pop 
2. Celebrating outrageous events 
from the world of pop music, 
including Grace Jones hitting 
Russell Harty on his chat show, 
and George Michael’s dubious 
driving. (R) 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Secrets of the 
National Trust with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Wagner’s Ring Cycle 9.35 James 
May at the Edge of Space 10.05 The Sky 
at Night 10.35 The Horizon Guide to 
Space Shuttles 11.35 British History’s 
Biggest Fibs with Lucy Worsley 12.35 
Michael Grade’s History of the 
Pantomime Dame 1.35 Len Goodman’s 
Big Band Bonanza 2.35 Horizon: The 
Core 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.40 The Voice UK1.00 2Awesome 

I. 05 2Awesome: Guidance 1.40 
2Awesome: Fame High 2.00 2Awesome: 
Third Wheel 2.30 2Awesome: LA Story 
2.50 Film: The Princess Diaries 2: Royal 
Engagement (2004) 3.50 FYI Daily 3.55 
Film: The Princess Diaries 2: Royal 
Engagement (2004) 5.10 Film: The 
Haunted Mansion (2003) 6.10 FYI Daily 
6.15 Film: The Haunted Mansion (2003) 
7.00 Film: Coyote Ugly (2000) 8.00 FYI 
Daily 8.05 Film: Coyote Ugly (2000) 9.00 
Ibiza Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.30 Ibiza Weekender 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

2.55 Film: Carry On Matron (1 972) 3.55 
FYI Daily 4.00 Film: Carry On Matron 
(1 972) 4.45 Wycliffe 5.55 This Time Next 
Year 7.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 
Tonight at the London Palladium 10.00 
Birds of a Feather 10.30 Joanna Lumley: 
The Search for Noah’s Ark 12.00 ATouch 
of Frost 3.35 May the Best House Win 
5.20 On the Buses 5.45 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

II. 45 Shed and Buried 12.45 Live 
Snooker: World Grand Prix. 5.15 Storage 
Wars 5.40 The Snooker Mavericks 6.45 
Live Snooker: World Grand Prix. 11.15 
Film: Out for Justice (1991) 12.15 FYI 
Daily 12.20 Film: Out for Justice (1991) 

1.05 Hell on Wheels 2.001 Want That Car 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

2.35 The Jump 4.05 The Big Bang 
Theory: Bromance 7.00 Film: Men in 
Black (1997) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 10.00 Film: Your Highness 
(2011) 12.00 Tattoo Fixers 1.05 The 
Inbetweeners 2.15 Gogglebox 3.10 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
Film4 

2.45 Judy Moody and the Not Bummer 
Summer (2011) 4.30 Carry On Spying 
(1964) 6.15 Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime 
Walk Interview Special 6.25 Life of Pi 
(2012) 9.00 Non-Stop (2014)11.05 
Black Mountain Poets (2015) 12.55 
Prevenge Interview Special 1.05 Wish 
You Were Here (1987) 3.00 Close 
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MOTORING NEEDS 



SHEPHARDS 

MOTOR COMPANY 

'tyotvi 'Ve&ccie 6& <ytvi Pateion 

• MOT DVSA Approved 
Testing Station Class 4 

• Petrol & Diesel Vehicle by 
hourly appointment slots 



www.Shephardsmotors.co.uk 

250 Coombs Road 
Halesowen B62 8AA 

0121 561 5222 



Sl BR GLUTiCHES LTD & 
SERVICE CENTRE 


★ 

★ 


★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

^ ★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS ^ 


★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


VW & Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: ^ 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding 

Unit 2, Belper Enterprise Park, PLEASE CALL to talk to our 
Greets Green Road, friendly experienced staff 

West Bromwich B709EN Mob: 07816 951 836 


You know it makes 
sense to use 
TIPTON TYRE BAY ltd 

For all your tyres, brakes and servicing 

07884173289 

Unit 1 c/o 36 Lower 
Church Lane, Tipton DY4 7PG 


I 



Booth Street Accident Repairs 


Services: 

✓ Servicing 

✓ Diagnostics 

(wide range of vehicles) 

✓ Resprays 

✓ Body Repairs 


✓ Exhausts/ 

MOT Work 

✓ Non Fault 
Accident 
Insurance Wor 

✓ Welding 



Tel: 0121 558 1412 Mob: 07830 164725 

Unit 4, Booth Street, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 2PF 
Email: info@boothstreetaccidentrepairs.co.uk 



AUTO CARE 

CAR & LIGHT COMMERCIAL REPAIRS 

rTTTTTVTTrrnTi 


SERVICE £60 

HEALTH CHECKS | ESTIMATE BODY REPAIR 
DIAGNOSTICS CHECK/COMPETITIVE RATES 


EL 


Professional Friendly Staff 

» Diesel Tested & M.0.T work 
undertaken 

Mechanical & Body Repair 
Clutches, Brakes & Exhausts 
Welding & Insurance 
Work 


Auto Care. Unit 2, Alma Street, Smethwick, Warley. B66 2RL. 

Tel: 0121558 0445 

www.autocarebirmingham.co.uk 



i 

We buy Scrap/unwanted Cars and Vans 

Mechanical/Servicing • Supplied + Fitted 



miMo 


* Engines 

* Gear Boxes 

Midland Auto Breakers 

William Street West, Smethwick B66 2NX 

Tel: 0121 296 0758 

www.midlandautobreakers.com 
info@midlandautobreakers.com 


jHm 
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FREE Mot with every Service 
FREE Collection and Delivery 
from Work or~Home 

24 HourBreakdown and 
-Recovery Service 07704 611227 


OWKE LANE, ROWLEY REGIS, WEST MIDLANDS B65 OA 

Tel:0121 559 2087 


Millenium , 
AutoCare Centre 1 


I 


I 



We Stock 

Used German Van Parts Japanese Parts: 
Honda, Toyota, Nissan, 

Mazda and Mitsubishi 


CALL NOW 
MACC 

Unit 1-3, Wellington ST, Birmingham B18 4NN 

Tel: 0121 554 5544 sales@mac-mot.co.uk 





OUR SERVICES: 

. ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS ^ WHJrf.ll*’ 

• ACCIDENT AT WORK 

• CRIMINAL INJURY 

• LOST EARNINGS 

• HIRE CARS/TAXIS/SAME DAY RECOVER 


PLEASE CALL 

to talk to our friendly experienced staff 

T: 0121 4294503 M: 07527 787050 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The Legend of Hercules, Channel 5,10pm 

The son of a Greek God and a mortal queen grows 
up blessed with superhuman strength. He is betrayed 
and sold into slavery by his evil stepfather, but he 
regains his freedom and hones his fighting skills so he 
can return and reclaim his rightful kingdom. 
Mythological adventure, starring Kellan Lutz. (2014) 

TUESDAY 

Pretty Woman, BBC1,10.45pm 

A ruthless millionaire hires a prostitute while on a 
business trip. Realising she may be useful in helping 
him keep up a successful appearance, he pays her to 
accompany him for a week as he associates with the 
rich and powerful - but falls in love despite their many 
differences. Romantic comedy, starring Richard Gere 
and Julia Roberts. (1990) 

WEDNESDAY 

Killer Collector, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two women at an auction unwittingly purchase a 
storage locker belonging to a serial killer that contains 
evidence of his crimes. They soon find themselves in 
a desperate race to uncover the truth before the 
murderer tracks them down. Thriller, directed by and 
starring Casper Van Dien. (2015) 



THURSDAY 

Up in the Air, BBC1,11.45pm 

A corporate downsizing expert loves his life, detached 
from everyday existence and striving to achieve a 
personal goal of 10 million accumulated air miles. 
However, his lifestyle comes under threat by an 
up-and-coming executive with a revolutionary 
approach that would makes his role all but obsolete. 
Comedy drama, starring George Clooney. (2009) 

FRIDAY 

Forbidden Secrets, Channel 5,3.20pm 

A divorced woman returns to her family home to begin 
rebuilding her life, but her stay turns into a nightmare 
when she has frightening visions of her childhood, 
during which her mother tried to drown her. Determined 
to face her fears, she visits the institution where her 
parent resides, and triggers a series of terrifying events. 
Thriller, starring Kristy Swanson. (2005) 


Soap legend takes a 
trip down memory lane 


H ands up who remembers Dot 
Cotton’s first line in 
EastEnders. 

Probably very few who tuned in on 
July 4, 1985, thought that the chain¬ 
smoking, hypochondriac with an ear 
for gossip would go on to become a 
soap legend. 

More than 30 years later, she’s still 
going strong, and to fans of the 
programme, is almost as familiar to 
them as members of their family. 

Dot was not, however, an original 
cast member; although mentioned in 
early episodes due to being the 
mother of ‘Nasty’ Nick Cotton, she 
didn’t pop up in person until the 40th 
edition - but from the very beginning, 
her uniform of ‘Italian boy’ hairstyle 
and brown mac were in place, as 
was the cigarette fixed to her bottom 
lip. 

It’s impossible to imagine anybody 
but June Brown playing her either. 
She was largely unknown when she 
was cast, but is now a household 
name. And, as she celebrates her 
90th birthday, the BBC is paying her 
a deserved tribute via this 


documentary which looks back on 
her life and career. 

“June Brown is a one-off, a genuine 
national treasure,” says executive 
producer Caroline Wright. “It’s been a 
privilege to be given the chance to 
capture her magic.” 

Brown was born in Suffolk on 
February 16, 1927, one of five 
children, although two of her siblings 
died in childhood. She was schooled 
in Ipswich, was evacuated to Wales 
during the war, and later served with 
the Wrens before studying at the Old 
Vic Theatre School. 

Like Dot, she has known personal 
tragedy; her first husband, actor John 
Garley, suffered from depression and 
committed suicide in 1957 A year later 
she wed Dixon of Dock Green regular 
Robert Arnold, with whom she had 
six children; sadly, their second 
daughter was born prematurely and 
passed away at just 16 days old. She 
and Arnold were together for 45 years 
until his death in 2003. 

Brown has spent much of her 
career as a jobbing character actress, 
working on the stage while popping 


up on TV and films such as 
Psychomania, Sunday Bloody 
Sunday, The 14 and Lace. Her 
scenes were cut from the 
controversial Sam Peckinpah movie 
Straw Dogs, but she did appear in 
The Time Warrior, the first Doctor 
Who story to feature intrepid 
journalist Sarah Jane Smith, in 1973. 

It was Leslie Grantham who 
recommended her to EastEnders’ 
producers, and initially Dot was a 
rather unsympathetic, sanctimonious 
character who, over the years, 
became warm and sympathetic. 

Brown was nominated for a Bafta 
for her portrayal of her alter ego in 
2009 thanks to an incredible 
performance in a solo episode in 
which Dot recounts the story of her 
life on cassette for her husband Jim 
to listen to in hospital. 

Despite her age, the actress is 
determined to soldier on, and long 
may she continue to do so. 

And those first words? In case 
you’re still wondering, they were: 
“Give us a tea, Lofty. And a glass of 
water so I can take a paracetamol.” 



June Brown at 90: A Walford Legend, Thursday, BBC1,8.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

First Dates: Valentine’s Special 
Channel 4,9pm 

One assumes that the couples for this Valentine’s 
Day special of the perennial favourite First Dates 
have been chosen well in advance - not only 
because producers will want to save their most 
entertaining duos for this most romantic of 
occasions, but also because it’s impossible to book 
a table at short notice this weekend. Those hoping 
to be lucky in love tonight include comedian Vince, 
who’s rarely received a Valentine’s from anyone 
other than his mum. But will the poor lamb’s luck 
change when he meets Brigitte Bardot lookalike 
Anna? Meanwhile, retired councillor Elaine hopes to 
make up for lost time with twinkle-toed music 
producer Steve, and a former ‘asexual Asian nerd’ 
wants a ‘Norse god’. Thor blimey! 

TUESDAY 

Super Slimmers: Did They Really Keep the 
Weight Off? 

Channel 4,8pm 

Now January is over, that sudden desire to lose 
weight after the excesses of Christmases relaxes a 
little, and it’s easy to slip back into bad habits. 
Around 60 per cent of people in the UK are 
overweight, so many of us need a little inspiration, 


and this documentary provides some of that. 
Cameras follow six folks who lost 80 stone between 
them. But what happened when all the fuss died 
down and the Press photographers left? Did they 
rubberband back to old habits or did the pounds 
stay away? Plus, a telly star who lost 17 stone 
reveals the body’s incredible response to Mk 
dieting that sabotages our efforts to keep 
weight off. Let’s hope there also some 
advice on how to avoid raiding the fridge 
during the ad breaks. 


finding humanity and humour in some uncomfortable 
stories, while on his maternal side, he finds out 
about a postman who lived a double life. 


WEDNESDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 
BBC1, 8pm 

Warwick Davis starts his research 
with his paternal grandmother 
Edith, who led to his big break at 
the age of 11 when she heard a 
radio advert. That advert was 
‘looking for short people to appear in 
Return of the Jedi’, and Warwick was 
catapulted to stardom, continuing his 
acting career in the likes of Labyrinth 
and Willow. He takes a non- 
judgemental approach as he 
researches the family line 
stretching back from Edith, 


THURSDAY 
The Supervet 
Channel 4, 8pm 

New series. The return of the documentary 
1 Jj| (T. following the work of Professor Noel Fitzpatrick 
. ^ <| and his team at their cutting-edge veterinary 

■' practice. Their first patient is a young West 

Highland terrier which has a problem with 
~ , its paws. Two new bionic feet later, and 

11 the poorly pup has a new lease of life. 
A young husky collie is also brought 
in after being hit by a car, only for the 
hip replacement operation to run into 
trouble, and a lazy dachshund 
requires double surgery and lots of 
physiotherapy. 

The Great Pottery Throw Down 
BBC2, 8pm 

The home potters are challenged to 
master the art of Japanese-style 
ceramics. They begin at the wheel, 

making as many 



Who Do You Think You Are?, Wednesday, 
BBC1, 8pm 


I rice bowls as 


they can in 15 minutes, before piercing and carving 
an intricate design into a lantern using a technique 
known as the ‘devil’s work’. For the main challenge, 
they throw a sake set, consisting of one bottle and 
six identical cups. The exciting part, however, 
comes during the firing, when they use a risky 
16th-century method in which they pull their burning 
pieces out of the kiln and plunge them into a bin full 
of combustible materials. 

FRIDAY 

Piers Morgan’s Life Stories 
I TV, 9pm 

While we can be relatively confident that Ewan 
McGregor won’t be appearing on Piers Morgan’s 
flagship interview show any time soon, it is fair to 
say that the former Mirror editor does have an 
uncanny knack for getting the biggest names in the 
worlds of film, TV, music, sport and entertainment to 
join him in his studio before baring all about their 
lives. This week’s guest is no different: 1980s pop 
icon Boy George drops in, to talk about his long 
and illustrious career, and the fascinating life he has 
led alongside it. From his early childhood with a 
violent father and suicidal mother, to his global 
success with Culture Club - and the tensions which 
existed behind the scenes - it seems no subject is 
off-limits. 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


•R Telephone 0121 559 9985 1 11 Sok.| 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HENLEY 
^FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f 11A 

3 child safe T I /II 
verticals L lay 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 


— 0 —— to see our fabric range & 

hnbb other available deals 

0800 0214266 


contact your local advisor 


NORMAN CARLESS 
SOLICITORS 


A 


adcocks 

Wills & Estates I Commercial 
Leasehold Reform I Property 

Legal services available locally 
Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


Sandwell 

age i 


\IS 


•i Free Activities 
February 2017 


Creative Hub for Older People Calendar of Events 

Every Thursday afternoon from 1 pm-3.00pm 

Vintage cafe & Digital drop-in 

Use our touch screen tablets or get help with your own equipment. 

Information & Benefits Advice from Age UK Advisor Gary Overton. 

Thursday 23rd February 1 pm - 3pm 

Healthwatch Sandwell - information and advice on health care in Sandwell. 


All activities and refreshments FREE! 

Wesley Community Centre, High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8ND 
(by Lloyds Bank) B70 8ND Access is at the rear of the building. 

Phone Age UK Sandwell on 0121 314 4526 

Registered charity number 1080517 IDBBOS051 03/12 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PFtlCESU! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or OT9TG 227034 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.415 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

R 

2 

S 

H 

V 

5 

N 

K 

7 

L 

8 

1 

T 

10 

B 

11 

D 

12 

C 

13 

0 

14 

Q 

15 

Y 

16 

P 

17 

G 

18 

F 

19 

u 

20 

M 

21 

w 

22 

z 

23 

E 

24 

A 

25 

X 

26 

J 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Fastener in the 
portal at church (5) 

8. A room rearranged 
by us is romantic 
(7) 

9 & 2Dn. Spirit 
apparatus even 
now not within the 
law (7,5) 

10. It takes place in the 
seventies (5) 

12. How confrontations 
are arranged (4,2,4) 

15. By which a brother 
is dispatched (10) 

18. In ‘Faustus’ a 
tangibly evil 
influence (5) 

19. One broken chair 
in a hundred is 
antique (7) 

21 . Locksmiths (7) 

22. The first person to 
follow the gist of the 
subject (5) 


Down 

1. Obvious quarrels, 
so they make 
accusations (10) 

2. See 9 Across 

3. Showing elegant 
style - the little bird 
has no end (4) 

4. One of the first toys 
to cause annoyance 
( 6 ) 

5. It sounds a very 
short preface! (8) 

6. Staff pet? It’s far too 
malodorous (7) 



Sudoku 


5 




3 


1 





1 

7 

2 



8 

9 


9 

7 



4 


2 


6 



1 

9 







3 




7 

9 



5 



6 

2 



8 


2 


9 



8 



1 




4 

6 



7 



6 


8 




3 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


11. Right-handed key 
(6,4) 

7. Nick (5) 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

13. Was instrumental in 

8. Infested (7) 

fixing the parts (8) 

9. Anger (7) 

14. Cannons linked with 

1 0. Anxiety (5) 

assault (7) 


16. Used to convey one 

12. Sparing (10) 

6. 

in the hunt (6) 

15. Equivalent (10) 

11. 

1 7. See 20 Down 

18. Adhere (5) 

13. 

20 & 17Dn. Chop up 

19. Defame (7) 

14. 

food for the sauce 

16. 

and do something 

21 . Expand (7) 

17. 

grotesque (3,1,5) 

22. Regional (5) 

20. 



9 2 


Niner 


1. Who wrote All Quiet on the Western 
Front? 

2. With Wimbledon, which championships 
form the tennis grand slam? 

3. Who translated the New Testament into 
German in 1522? 

4. What is the male hormone called? 

5. How many arms does a starfish usually 
have? 


6. In computing, what do the letters Al 
stand for? 

7. Of what is malocclusion a defect? 

8. Which TV programme devoted two 
editions to the business affairs of Terry 
Venables? 

9. What is the official language of the New 
Caledonia island group? 

10. Which George Eliot novel is subtitled A 
Study of Provincial Life? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Jordan; 2 TS Eliot; 3 Iowa; 4 Speed 
of light; 5 John Smith House; 6 Junta; 

7 John Cleese; 8 Untouchable; 9 Rowan; 

10 Salisbury Plain. 

Niner: MASCULINE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


67835 gives a profession, 

459719 gives a second profession, 
257319 gives a third profession. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Telegraph; 8 Roe; 9 Latest 
issue; 11 Platoon; 12 Aware; 13 Safari; 

15 Period; 17 Excel; 18 Lullaby; 20 Electric eel; 
22 Ear; 23 Easter egg. Down: 2 Era; 3 Gusto; 

4 Aliens; 5 Hostage; 6 Prevaricate; 7 Yesterday; 
10 Traffickers; 11 Possessed; 14 Relieve; 

16 Plates; 19 Loire; 21 Erg. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Different; 8 Own; 

9 Designation; 11 Duffers; 12 Their; 13 Scorch; 

15 Writhe; 17 Learn; 18 Easiest; 20 Incorrectly; 
22 Ego; 23 Lorgnette. Down: 2 Ice; 3 Eagle; 

4 Elapse; 5 Twitter; 6 Contentment; 7 Intersect; 

10 Suffocation; 11 Disclosed; 14 Cynical; 

16 Terror; 19 Sheen; 21 Let. 


New look at British Queen, 
but same brilliant service 




B * 

CONTACT US 

Name: The British Queen, 133, 
Birmingham Road, Oldbury, B69 4EW 
Phone: 0121 544 7792 
Email: sssidhu58@hotmail.co.uk 
Mobile: 07743 933112 


_ 


The revamped beer garden, complete with play equipment and smoking area 



The refurbished interior of the pub Some of the fine cuisine available 


Commercial feature 

What are you looking for in 
a proper local? Could it be 
quality beer, at the some 
of the lowest prices in the 
area, combined with friendly, 
attentive service? Well look no 
further than the British Queen 
in Birmingham Road, Oldbury. 

Newly-refurbished and with 
an outside play area in the very 
attractive beer garden - which 
includes a smoking area - the British 
Queen has become a favourite haunt 
for many people who like a nice pint 
as well as top pub cuisine. 

With draught and bottled beer, 
cider, wines and spirits on offer as 
well as tea or coffee, there is plenty 
to accommodate every drinker’s 
taste. 

Atmosphere 

Among the British Queen’s menu 
masterpieces are the very popular 
barbecue sizzlers and curries, sea 
food and vegetarian meals, to eat in, 
or even take away, if customers need 
to get back home. 

And the friendly atmosphere inside 
means that there is a warm welcome 
for all, with live football matches 
screened to tempt fans of the 
beautiful game, both on Sky Sports 
and BT Sports, not to mention 
cricket, rugby, darts or snooker, 
depending on what is on at the time. 

There is a pool table and jukebox 
to provide further entertainment 
and our chefs are professional, with 
extensive experience in the trade. 

In fact all the staff are intent 
on maintaining the Queen’s fine 


reputation, which has been established 
over 11 and a half years of tenure for 
the current owners - whose ethos 
has always been to take care of the 
customers. 


So for nice, clean seating inside and 
out, a friendly atmosphere, some of the 
best beer, quality food and service, why 
not try living it up in right royal style at 
the British Queen? 


The British Queen 

Sports Bar & Restaurant 



Opening Hours - Monday - 
Thursday 4pm - 1 lpm 
Friday - Sunday 12pm - Late 


Special Offers 

Carling £2.20 pint - Everyday until 6pm 
Mild/Bitter £2 pint - All day Everyday 



Curries / Mixed Grills / Vegetarian Friendly 


mf sporrrs 


Function Room Available 
to seat 40 people 




Follow us on Facebook @BritishQueenKitchen 

133 Birmingham Road, Oldbury 
Telephone: 07743 933112/ 0121 544 7792 



pay 
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travel 



High life - Hong Kong’s cloud-scraping skyline viewed from 428 metres high on Victoria Peak 


Emperor Minh Mang’s 19th century tomb in Hue 


Ho Chi Minh stands tall in front of the colonial Hotel de Ville de Saigon 



Ship shape - approaching Halong Bay 


Good morning vibrant Vietnam! 


GOOD night Halong Bay, good 
morning Hong Kong. Closing 
the curtains in one country and 
opening them in another is a spe¬ 
cial experience. 

Particularly when it’s your butler 
who’s pulling the curtains and the 
windows open out on to your own pri¬ 
vate balcony It’s a tough life on a lux¬ 
ury cruise aboard the Silver Shadow. 

My voyage began in Ho Chi Minh City - 
or Saigon, as the locals still call it. Arrive 
here and you’re plunged into a hectic hive 
of activity. Bikes, heat, fish, bikes, rice, cars, 
more bikes, beer, dogs, bright lights, more 
bikes. Vietnam’s largest city is a sharp con¬ 
trast to the calm of a cruise ship. 

Docked within a 20-minute walk or 
five-minute moped ride of Saigon’s his¬ 
toric heart, an overnight stay provided just 
enough time to enjoy the town’s excite¬ 
ment. More than 40 years after the scram¬ 
bled American evacuation, the influence of 
the war remains strong, but is just one piece 
in a mesmerising jigsaw of ancient, colonial, 
communist and contemporary influences. 


By Harry Leather 


If it wasn’t for the ceaseless heat and 
swarms of bikes, I could have been in a dif¬ 
ferent century and continent around every 
corner. Leaving was a challenge. But thank¬ 
fully a healthy dose of wining and dining 
helped ease the pain. 

Even that evening’s ‘casual’ dining at the 
pool bar and grill was spectacular - prime 
rib-eye steak and emperor-sized prawns 
grilled at our table on 400C lava rocks. 
Other nights included a la carte Italian La 
Terrazza, in-suite dining and the 400-seater 
main restaurant. And not once was was my 
wine glass empty. 

Some 215 nautical miles later and the 
curtains were opened in Nha Trang, where 
the south-east Asian sun burned away the 
early morning cloud to reveal a high-rise 
city and sand ringed by a row of green hills. 

The lunchtime departure left enough time 
to see the ancient Cham Towers, mooch and 
munch grilled lobster on the beach. Here, as 
ever, the locals did a fine job of competing 
with the Silver Shadow’s classy cookery. 
But not even the tastiest of pho or freshest 


of lobster could compete with the star of the 
Silversea show - Le Champagne. 

The Relais & Chateaux restaurant was 
the only onboard eatery where a cover 
charge was needed, but the mushroom cap¬ 
puccino justified it alone. 

Waking in industrial Chan May next 
morning was less spectacular. But thank¬ 
fully the eyesore port served as a gateway 
to some of Vietnam’s most historical towns. 

I chose Hue and its Imperial City - an¬ 
other location where wildly different sec¬ 
tions of Vietnam’s modern history interact 
to make the town what it is today. 

A mixture of Chinese-style temples, pago¬ 
das and palaces, the Imperial City is where 
Emperor Minh Mang entertained his hun¬ 
dreds of wives, mistresses and children in 
the 19th century. 

Brutally, only around one in seven of 
the city’s buildings survived the first few 
months of 1968 - when American forces 
fought a bloody and costly battle with the 
North Vietnamese - and the ongoing res¬ 
toration work served as a reminder of the 
reconstruction effort needed across the 
country in the decades since the war. 

Next stop Halong Bay. Furry green karst 


islands poked through the shimmering blue 
water, which rippled as the wind broke 
through the humidity and teamed up with 
the sun to usher any clouds away. 

As the rays shone down and we sailed 
through the lagoon-like sea, I felt like I was 
travelling back to a jurassic world. 

Finally we sailed 393 nautical miles to 
Hong Kong. While others enjoyed a sing- 
along and a ‘British pub lunch’, I spent the 
wet and windy final day at sea in the gym, 
the hot tub and the spa, before savouring 
a last six-course feast and a party. A few 
hours later and eggs benedict in front of 
the Hong Kong skyline killed any sign of a 
hangover. 

There was just enough time to pop 428 
metres up Victoria Peak and enjoy one of 
Asia’s best cityscapes. 

* Silversea’s Silver Shadow departs on a 
14-day voyage from Hong Kong to Singa¬ 
pore on October 8 2017. The voyage calls at 
Ha Long Bay; Chan May; Nha Trang; Ho 
Chi Minh City; Bangkok and Koh Samui 
before arriving in Singapore. Fares start 
from £4,550 per person based on double 
occupancy of the Vista Suite. Visit www. 
silversea.com or call 0844 251 0837. 







Your Chronicle 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton* 

‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with yoi 


THE FLYING 
SCOTSMAN 

on the Worth Valley Railway 

Departing Sunday 
9 April 2017 

The poster child of the LNER line runs 
on a film-star heritage steam railway 
this April, and this great Omega break 
includes lots of free time in Haworth 
and York. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Round-trip rail journey (1 hr approx) with 
Flying Scotsman on the Worth Valley Railway 

✓ Free time in Haworth and York 


2 days, by coach 


Only c139 


TALL SHIPS 
PARADE 

at Royal Greenwich 


Quote Code: JXW813 


Departing Saturday 15 April 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 
miles of central London with 3-course 
dinner (on Saturday only) and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Royal Greenwich for the Tall Ships 
Regatta 2017 

✓ Free time in London and Windsor 


3 days, by coach 

only £169 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £60pp. Subject to availability. 


ml 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


Quote Code: LCQ190 


VILLAGE 

and Studio Experience 
& Harrogate 

Departing Saturday 3 June 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV village on 
Saturday 

✓ Timed admission to The Emmerdale Studio 
Experience on Sunday morning 

✓ Free time in Harrogate and Haworth 


2 days, by coach 


£169 


,95pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com LCQT90 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 0me 9 aHols @omegaHois omegaHois 




























































PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 


BUYING AND 
LETTING 


31 


Stunning two-bed BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE £254,950 

apartment close to 

New Street Station to view this property 


A stunning two-bedroomed penthouse-style 
apartment close to The Mailbox and New Street 
Station, 151 Skyline, Granville Street, Birmingham 
City Centre, is for sale through Love Your Postcode 
at offers over £254,950. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises an entrance hall, 
reception room, a kitchen, two bedrooms, an en-suite, a 
family bathroom and a full length balcony. 

The property has an entrance hallway leading to 
a spacious ‘L-shaped’ lounge with floor-to-ceiling 
windows that allow lots of natural light to enter. 

The windows’ sliding door gives access to the full 
length balcony which spans the entire length of the 
property and is also accessible via both bedrooms. 

The lounge leads to the kitchen which is partially 
cordoned off from the lounge creating a seamless 
divide. Furthermore, the kitchen includes integrated 
appliances and plenty of storage. 

Superb 

Additionally, the property includes two double 
bedrooms and a decent sized family bathroom, with the 
master bedroom benefiting from having an en-suite 
with shower room. 

This superb property also includes an allocated 
parking space and is within walking distance to many 
shopping amenities, some of the trendiest bars, 
restaurants and cafes Birmingham has to offer. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: “This property 
is perfect for any investor or city worker looking to reside 
in this stunning central location. 

“Love Your Postcode are a next-generation property 
sales and lettings business with traditional values. 

“The development of their technology, and values/ 
ideas, has fundamentally disrupted the existing model 
by giving the customer everything they have been 
asking for at a fraction of the cost. 

“We genuinely believe that our product is unique and 
performs better when compared with competitors.” 


AGENT: Love Your Postcode 



KEY FEATURES _ 

Top floor penthouse-style apartment 
2 bedrooms 

Close to The Mailbox & New Street Station 
Full length balcony 
In B1 postcode 



^ LOVE YOUR® 

Local homeowners' are in for a treat this winter. 

POSTCODE 

Our trademarked product is completely free for the seller. ^ 

Focus on achieving more™ 

Focus on achieving more - 0% commission 

Speak to our experts on 0121 544 9595 

Terms and conditions apply. 
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40 per cent ownership 
is now available 

BLOXWICH 

£ 44,950 


This stunning ground floor apartment in Eagleworks 
Drive, Bloxwich with its own private access, is for 
sale at 40 per cent shared ownership at £44,950 
with the option to buy the full share. 

This immaculately presented ground floor maisonette 
is close to all local amenities and bus routes. 

Via own entrance its accommodation briefly 
comprises a through hallway, a lounge/diner, a kitchen, 
two double bedrooms and bathroom. 

Externally there is allocated parking and visitor 
parking. Internal viewing is essential to fully 
appreciated just how much this home has to offer its 
new buyers. 

To book that all-important viewing, please contact 
Webbs Estate Agents on 01922 663399. 



This stylish 
contemporary 
home is now 
available 


WALSALL 

£ 161,500 «< 


Having just joined the 
property market, this 
stunning and stylish 
contemporary property in 
Harden Road, Walsall is now 
available to buy through 
Goodchilds at £161,500. 

Plot 204 is in The Curlew 
design. It is an impressive 
three bedroom family home at 
Waters Keep, Walsall. 

It has a lounge with a bay 
window, an open plan kitchen/ 
dining room, an en-suite to the 
master bedroom, a downstairs 
WC, French doors to the 
rear garden, there spacious 
bedrooms, a family bathroom 
and useful storage space. 

The entrance hallway leads 
onto a large lounge with an 
attractive Bay window and 
French doors that open onto 
a private rear garden. There 
is also an open plan kitchen/ 
dining area, useful storage 
space and downstairs W.C on 
the ground floor. 

Call 01922 711444. 



Auctioneers 
of Residential and 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 
Opportunities 


Apsley Road, Oldbury 

Traditional Style Three Bedroomed Semi, In Need Of Some 
Modernisation However Offering Excellent Potential, Situated Within 
This Popular Residential Location, No Chain Involved, EPC - TBC 

• Gas Central Heating • Office/Storage Room 

• Double Glazing • Three Bedrooms (previously 2) 

• Two Reception Rooms • Bathroom 

• Kitchen, Utility Area • Good Sired Rear Garden 


Elsma Road, Oldbury 

Well Presented Traditional Style Three Bedroomed Semi, Situated Within This Most Sought After Respected Road, 
Easy Access To Good Local Schools, Viewing Absolutely Essential, No Chain Involved, EPC - E 

* Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing • Three Bedrooms 

* Lounge, Separate Dining Room • Bathroom, Separate W/C 

* Kitchen, Double Glazed Conservatory • Pleasant Cardens To Front & Rear 

* Downstairs W/C, Utility Area • Garage With Block Paved Driveway 


Trafalgar Road, Tividale 

Superb Traditional Style Three Bedroomed Semi, 
Convenient Residential Location, In Good Order 
Throughout, Viewing Essential, No Chain Involved, EPC - E 

• Gas Central Heating • Double Glazed Conservatory 

• Double Glazing • Three Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Two Reception Rooms • Pleasant Rear Garden 

• Open Plan Kitchen • Off Road Parking 


Barrs Street, Oldbury 

Spacious Traditional Style Terrace, Easy Access To Local M5/ 
VI6Motorway Networks, In Need Of Modest Update, However 
Offering Excellent Potential. NO UPWARD CHAIN EPC - E 

* Gas Central Heating • Two Double Bedrooms 

* Double Glazing • Rear Garden 

• Lounge, Fitted Dining Kitchen • Ideal First Time Purchase OR 

• Downstairs Bathroom '-‘-' ^-. 


Warley Hall Road, Oldbury 

Well Presented Traditional Style Three Bedroomed Semi, Situated within This 
Most Popular Residential Location, Easy Access To Local Amenities, Good 
Local Schools, Walking Distance To Golf Course & Warley Woods. EPC - F 

• Gas Central Heating • Three Bedrooms 

• Double Glazing • Family Bathroom 

• Spacious Through Lounge/Dining Area • Cardens, Blocked Paved Driveway 


L,UWI OLdll 3 UUU IIUUIII II IVC3U I l6nt OppOltUnity 

Offers In The Region Of £89,950 


i Open Plan Kitchen • Off Road Parking 

Offers In The Region Of £13.4,950 


Red Lion Close, Tividale 

Well Presented Spacious One Bedroomed Ground Floor 
Flat, Popular Residential Development, Easy Access To M5/ 
M6 Motorway Networks, NO UPWARD CHAIN EPC - F 

• Double Glazing • Bathroom 

• Lounge • Communal Gardens & Garage En-Bloc 

• Kitchen • Ideal Investment Opportunity 

• Double Bedroom • Ideal First Time Purchase 

| Offes In The Region Of £69,950 | 


Traditional Style Three Bedroomed Extended Property, Most Popular 
Residential Location, Walking Distance To Good Local Schools & 
Local Amenities, Easy Access To M5/M6 Motorway Networks. EPC - D 

• Gas Central Heating • Three Bedrooms 

• Double Glazing • Bathroom 

• Spacious Through Lounge/Dining Area • Gardens To Front & Rear 

• Extended Fitted DiningKitchen • ViewingHighly Recommended 


ED CODE 


Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 




cm 


SnMilE 




Tuesday 28th February 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
. by Auction? 

Call for your 

" No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


BRAITHWAITES 

Rtn«k*fitial Sal** • letting* • Property Management 


• Garage With block Hav 

Offers In The Region Of £199,950 


ers In The Region 


42,500 


• Kitchen, Double Glazed Conservatory • NO UPWARD CHAIN 

Offers In The Region Of £189,950 




Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury 




ers In 


e Region 


£179,950 


64,950 


145 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury, West Midlands B68 OLU 
Telephone: 0121 421 1180 Fax: 0121 421 7071 

www.braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk 0 * 

Email: enquiries@braithwaites-estate-agents.co.uk 
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Stunning home 
is available 
to rent fully 
furnished 


ETCHINGHILL 
£1,595 PCM «< 



This stunning and unique, 
very well presented four- 
bedroomed detached 
home in Henley Grange, 
Etchinghill, Rugeley, is 
available to rent fully 
furnished at £1,595 per 
calender month. 

Available through Anchor 
Estates from February 17, it 
is fully furnished to a good 
standard. It lies in the desirable 
location of Etchinghill,Rugeley. 
On the doorstep of Cannock 
Chase. 


Spacious link detached 
home in prime location 

WILLENHALL 

£187,000 


This spacious extended link detached property in 
a prime location in Farbrook Way, Summer Hayes, 
Willenhall, is for sale through Skitts at £187,000. 


The accommodation briefly 
comprises a conservatory, 
double garage with electric 
doors with an office above, 
a modern fitted kitchen, a 
dining room, a living room, a 
snug, a fitted bathroom, a two 
en-suites, off-road parking 
suitable for several cars. 

No pets, no smokers, no 
DSS. 


It has two reception rooms, a fitted kitchen, 
impressive large conservatory, downstairs WC, 
inner hall, three bedrooms, a shower room, garage, 
driveway, gardens, gas central heating and double 
glazing. 

In more detail there is a Tarmacadam driveway to 
the fore with a lawned fore garden, the dining room 
has a bow window to the front, the lounge has sliding 
patio doors to the conservatory and a fireplace with a 
gas fire and storage cupboard. The kitchen has a gas 
oven and hob and a door to the garage. 


For details or to book a Contact Skitts on 01902 631151 or visit www. 

viewing, call Anchor Estates skitts.net 

on 01922 288800 or visit 
www.anchor-estates.co.uk 


Bearwood 
0121 420 1010 

www.libertyestates.org.uk 



Cape Hill 

0121 565 1010 

info @lib e r ty e states.org. uk 


Pargeter Road, BEARWOOD 



I Terraced property comprising, vestibule, through lounge, refitted 
kitchen, ground floor bathroom, three bedrooms, upstairs toilet, 
double glazed and centrally heated, front and rear gardens. NO 
ONWARD CHAIN! 


Offers Around £175,000 


Offers Around £169,500 


Offers Around £129,950 


Offers Around £170,000 





Kinsey Road, SMETHWICK 


Lewisham Road, SMETHWICK 


Forster Street, SMETHWICK 


Kilderkin Court, SMETHWICK 






Top floor modern apartment comprising, hallway, two double 
bedrooms, bathroom, open plan living/dining/kitchen, balcony, 
double glazing and electric heating. Set in communal grounds 
with allocated parking. Close to schools, shops and amenities. 


Offers Around £99,950 


I Mid terraced property comprising, two reception rooms, refitted 
| kitchen, store room, two double bedrooms, family bathroom, 
ir garden, double glazed and centrally heated. VIEWING 
I RECOMMENDED! 


Offers Around £99,995 


I Five Double Bedrooms! Three Reception Rooms! Fitted Kitchen! 

I Family Bathroom! Two Shower Rooms! Cloakroom! Offering 
I double glazing and central heating and gardens to front and rear. 
I Viewing is highly receommended! 


Offers Around £229,950 


| Town house in desirable location comprising, hallway, fitted 
I kitchen, cloakroom, reception room, two bedrooms, family 
I bathroom, double glazed and centrally heated, front and rear 
I gardens, driveway. 


Offers Around £145,000 


Offices at: 

12 Abbey Road, Bearwood, B67 5RD 33-35 Cape Hill, Smethwick, B66 4RX 



Zoopto 
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DESIRED AND PREFERRED 


di&coveSi 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our thoughtfully 
designed 2 bedroom Ludworth home at Park View from 
only £144,995. See our unrivalled specification and experience 
the lifestyle you can have with the Kier way of living. 

2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from just £143,995 or 
with Help to Buy £115,196* 



WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


PARK VIEW 

off Claypit Lane, West Bromwich B70 9UJ 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 


SHOWHOME OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 247lT or 07773 067 988 
EMAIL: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 



(Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



Photographs of typical Kier showhome interiors. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. tCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


BIGWOOD 

AUCTION 

0121 233 5046 

sdlbigwood.co.uk 

/ v //L7/C7/ /L/o l—KjuUII /y LIUf lUUi o 

23RD FEBRUARY 2017 

y @SDLBigwood 

132 Lots 

To include properties on behalf of: 

at Aston Villa Football Ground 



onctvvell 



Garuiljfifc (T~ 
KiwlWjx 


Plus properties on behalf of 
Receivers/Administrators 

Vacant Residential Properties 

Residential Investment Properties 

Vacant Commercial Properties 

Commercial Investment Properties 

Land/Development Opportunities 

Garages & Freehold Ground Rents 


ENTRIES NOW INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 



6 


17 Wilkinson Road, Moxley 90 Wolverhampton St, Wednesbury 

3 Bedroom End Terraced House 3 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £39,000-£44,000 Guide: £19,000-£24,000 


42 Norton Close, Smethwick 

Mid Town House in Need of 
Extensive Repair 

Guide: £34,000-£38,000 



31 Fraser Street, Bilston 

2 Bedroom Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £19,000-£24,000 


£ 


46a & 46b Wolverhampton Street, 
15 The Rise, Great Barr Wednesbury 

3 Bedroom Semi Detached House Detached House Converted 

Guide: £50,000 plus into Two Flats 

Guide: £94,000-£98,000 


• k - L <k— .L_ 

aft Js*-’ 


Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots 
For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website 
For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, 

catalogue or website 
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SDL 


BIGWOOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


AUCTION 

23rd February 2017 

at Aston Villa Football Ground 




Viewings: Fri 10 Feb 11:45, Mon 13 Feb 11:45 & Wed 15 Feb 14:00 



577 & 578 Parkfield Road, Wolverhampton 

Two Vacant Freehold Terraced Properties, one of which has been 
converted into Two Self-Contained Flats (578a & 578b) and has 
Development Land to the Rear. 

No. 577 ACCOMMODATION: 

Ground Floor: Hall, Two Reception Rooms, Cellar, Kitchen, Shower Room/ 
WC. 

First Floor: Landing, Three Bedrooms, Bathroom/WC. 

The property is in need of refurbishment works throughout. 

No. 578 ACCOMMODATION (Converted into two flats): 

No. 578a: Ground Floor - Hall, Reception Room, Lobby with Store, Bedroom, 
Kitchen, Rear Lobby, Shower Room/WC. 


No. 578b: Ground Floor Entrance, First Floor Landing, Reception Room, 
Inner Hall with Shower Room/WC, Kitchen, Two Bedrooms. 


Both properties benefit from having gardens to rear, gas fired central 
heating system and the majority of the windows are UPVC double glazed 
units. 


PLANNING: 

There is full planning consent for the erection of two detached dormer 
bungalows to the rear of No. 578 and details can be viewed via the legal 
pack or by contacting Wolverhampton City Council - Ref: 11/01047/FUL. 


Guide: £99,000 plus 


View: Fri 10 Feb 10:00 & Mon 13 Feb 10:00 ■ View: Fri 10 Feb 11:00 & Mon 13 Feb 11:00 ■ View: Fri 10 Feb 13:15 & Mon 13 Feb 13:15 ■ View: Fri 10 Feb 14:00 & Mon 13 Feb 14:00 



15 The Rise, Great Barr 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £50,000 plus 


17 Wilkinson Road, Moxley 
3 Bed End Terraced House 
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 


14 Elm Street, Chapel Ash 
3 Bed Dormer Bungalow 
Guide: £49,000 - £54,000 


1 St Martins Close, Parkfields 

2 Bed End Terraced House 

Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 


View: Fri 10 Feb 15:45 & Mon 13 Feb 15:45 ■ View: Thurs 9 Feb 10:45 & Tues 14 Feb 15:30 ■ View: Fri 10 Feb 12:30 & Mon 13 Feb 12:30 ■ View: Fri 10 Feb 15:00 & Mon 13 Feb 15:00 



34 Lindley Avenue, Tipton 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £50,000 plus 


7 Morton Close, Coventry 

2 Bed End Terraced House 

Guide: £50,000 plus 


167 New Hampton Road East, 
Wolverhampton 
2 Bed Detached Bungalow 

Guide: £39,000 - £44,000 


32 Castle Road, Tipton 

Detached Property, Converted 
into Two Self-Contained Flats 

Guide: £50,000 plus 


FURTHER VIEWINGS TIMES AVAILABLE. PLEASE CONTACT US ON 0121 233 5046 FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

^0 @SDLBigwood www.sdlbigwood.co.uk 0121233 5046 

*P/ease note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots **For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website 

For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, catalogue or website 
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Gated entrance to 
unique bungalow 


WILLENHALL 

£269,995 


This unique two-bedroomed bungalow in Sherlock 
Close, Willenhall, lies on a secluded plot behind a 
private gated entrance. 

Having adaptable living accommodation, it is for sale 
through L&S Prestige Estates at £269,995. It briefly 
comprises an entrance hall, a lounge, an impressive 
17ft x 12ft conservatory, a kitchen/diner with fitted 
appliances, two nicely proportioned bedrooms and a 
family bathroom. The property also has double glazing 
and gas central heating throughout. 

Outside there is extensive parking to the fore. 

There is also a garage which offers conversion 
potential (subject to building regulations). To the rear of 
the property is a private enclosed garden. 

Contact L&S Prestige Estates on 01902 606595. 



Well presented 
and modern 
executive style 
family home 

WALSALL 

£289,950 <« 


Situated on a corner plot 
within the popular Turnberry 
Road development, this 
modern executive detached 
property on Ganton Road 
has extremely well presented 
accommodation. 

It is for sale through Skitts at 
£289,950. Downstairs there 
is a through reception hall, a 
lounge and dining room and 
a superb uPvc double glazed 
conservatory. The first floor 
has four bedrooms, the master 
with en-suite and a stylish re¬ 
fitted family bathroom. Outside 
there is a two-car garage along 
with a pleasant enclosed rear 
garden. 

In more detail the lounge 
has a stone-effect fireplace. 
The dining room has a sliding 
patio door to the conservatory. 
The breakfast kitchen has a 
built-in electric fan assisted 
oven, inset four ring gas hob 
and extractor hood above, 
integrated dishwasher, 
refrigerator and freezer. Call 
Skitts on 01922 478104 or visit 
www.skitts.net 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 




SMETHWICK Offers in the 

WEST PARK ROAD region of 

A traditional semi-detached house opposite West 
Smethwick Park in need of updating and modernisation 
and offering good sized accommodation. Benefits from 
separate downstairs W.C. and block paved driveway. 

EPC Rating D 




SMETHWICK 
WEST PARK ROAD 


£325,000 


The opportunity to acquire a unique Arts & Crafts 
Detached family home formally Park Keeper’s home 
situated at the entrance of West Smethwick Park and 
standing on 0.3 acres of land. Benefitting from central 
heating, double glazing, yard with storage sheds, 




OLDBURY 
TITF0RD ROAD 


£305,000 


An opportunity to aquire a mixed Residential and 
Commercial premises comprising of detached family 
residence known as ‘Providence Cottage’ together with 
yard, detached stores/offices and a garage workshop. 
Central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating E 




WEST BROMWICH 
SANDWELL ROAD NORTH 


£209,950 


A detached bungalow situated within half a mile 
of Sandwell Valley Country Park & Dartmouth Park 
benefitting from central heating, double glazing, private 
rear garden and garage and parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. 
EPC Rating D 




ROWLEY REGIS 
WINCHESTER CLOSE 


£65,000 


A recently re-decorated and well-presented second 
floor flat comprising communal entrance, uPVC entrance 
door, hallway, lounge, kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower over bath, double glazing, electric heating, 
allocated and communal parking. EPC Rating E. 





SMETHWICK 
ABBEY ROAD 


£725 pcm 


The opportunity to let a well presented good sized 
terraced house with the benefit of central heating and 
private garden at rear. Deposit £1000. EPC Rating E. 
Admin charges apply 




OLDBURY 
PRYOR ROAD 


£179,950 


Extended semi-detached house with the benefit of a 
conservatory and dressing room, bathroom, central 
heating, double glazing, rear garden with summer house, 
garage and parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D. 



OLDBURY 
STARKIE DRIVE 


£650 pcm 


A unfurnished modern semi-detached property 
benefitting from central heating, double glazing, off-road 
parking, front and rear gardens. Deposit - £950. EPC 
Rating D. Admin charges apply. 




OLDBURY 
EAST AVENUE 


£119,950 


Terraced house in need of general updating offering 
ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity with 
the benefit of central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, parking at rear and low maintenance garden. 
EPC Rating D 




ROWLEY REGIS 
TRURO CLOSE 


£102,500 


Well maintained and presented modern terraced house 
with the benefit of double glazing and gas central 
heating. Conveniently situated and WARRANTING FULL 
INTERNAL INSPECTION. EPC Rating C 




WEST BROMWICH 
LAW STREET 


£575 pcm 


A recently fully re-decorated and re-carpeted mid- 
terraced property offering potential long-term let and 
benefitting from central heating and double glazing. 
Deposit £800. EPC Rating D. Admin charges apply 



Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 


MA NAEA 
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oulsnam 


www.oulsnam.net 
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Branch Manager 
Jenna Hill 
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Senior Sales Negotiator 
Becky Sm<h 


VaiuerfSaiee Negotiator 
Ben Paltrev 


a 

Sees Negotiator 
Jodie Aus&n 


a 

Sales NegD! ator 
Kelly Theodosi 


m 
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Viewing Negotiator 
Kirsty Watkna 


Hagley Road 0121 429 9986 
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pauldubberleyco.uk 


Paul 

Dubberley wednesbury 


Hawthorn Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 150,000 



SPACIOUS family home offering DRIVE WAY, three good size bedrooms, 
MODERN fitted kitchen and bathroom 


Kent Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 135,000 



EXTENDED 3 BED SEMI - DETACHED & NO UPWARD CHAIN. 


Hill Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 165,000 



VICTORIAN DETACHED PROPERTY WITH POTENTIAL. Offering two 
reception rooms, and two double bedrooms with extra accommodation 
above the garage, rear gardens with outbuildings, VIEWING is essential 


Blenheim Drive, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 85,000 



Modern TWO BEDROOM 2nd floor apartment. Close to all local amenities 
and GREAT TRANSPORT 


High Street, Moxley, Wednesbury, 

WS10 £ 100,000 



□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>A well- presented THREE BEDROOM terraced 
family home offering entrance hallway, downstairs WC, CENTRAL 
HEATING and DOUBLE GLAZING (where specified). The property is in 


Cobham Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 120,000 



A WELL PRESENTED END TERRACE PROPERTY BENEFITING FROM 
OFF ROAD PARKING & A CONSERVATORY. 


Charlotte Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 110,000 



End-terraced 3 BEDROOM home with a REAR EXTENSION, property has 
OFF ROAD PARKING to the front, is close to all local amenities and GREAT 
TRANSPORT LINKS. 



INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY. DOUBLE FRONTED property in need of 
modernisation. THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS and 2 RECEPTION ROOMS. 
The property offers easy access to BUS ROUTES, M6 MOTORWAY and 


Vicar Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 109,950 



TRADITIONAL END TERRACED property with 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS. 
The property is located close to Wednesbury town, Offering NO CHAIN 


Manorhouse Close, Walsall, WS1 

£ 140,000 



An attractive contemporary style 3 BEDROOM property, offering ENSUITE 
to master, MODERN KITCHEN, OFF ROAD PARKING, NO CHAIN 


Charlemont Crescent, West Bromwich, 

B71 £ 210,000 



A three bedroom semi-detached house comprising, enatrance hallway, two 
reception rooms, extended kitchen, upstairs family bathroom, gas central 
heating, double glazing, front and rear gardens and off road parking 


Church Vale, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 185,000 



A beautifully designed 3 bed property, which must be viewed to be 
appreciated, comprising, entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen, 
family bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing, off road parking 


Pel Crescent, Oldbury, B68 

£ 180,000 



A three bedroom modern style semi-detached house, entrance hallway, 
downstairs WC, kitchen, lounge, upstairs family bathroom, en-suite to the 
master bedroom, central heating and double glazing, garage 


Temple Meadows Road, West Brom¬ 
wich, B71 £ 170,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property briefly comprising, porch, 
hallway, lounge, kitchen, upstairs bathroom, gas central heating, double 
glazing, front and rear gardens, shared driveway and a garage 


Hampshire Road, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 145,000 



A three bedroom semi detached property comprising, entrance hallway, 
two reception rooms, a ground floor bedroom with en-suite bathroom, 
kitchen, upstairs wet room, central heating, double glazing 


The Broadway, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 139,950 



A three bedroom semi-detached property comprising; entrance hallway, 
two reception rooms, kitchen, conservatory, upstairs family bathroom, 
central heating, double glazing, gardens to front and rear 


Byron Street, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 135,000 



A three bedroom end of terrace property briefly comprising, open plan 
lounge, kitchen, upstairs bathroom, central heating, double glazing, front 
and rear gardens, off road parking and a garage en-bloc 


Summerlee Road, Birmingham, B24 

£ 130,000 



A three bedroom semi detached house, comprising; porch, lounge, 
kitchen, hallway, downstairs bathroom, central heating, double glazing, 
front and rear gardens, off road parking and a garage 



Ash Drive, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 120,000 


A three bedroom traditional style semi detached house briefly comprising; 
porch, lounge, kitchen, conservatory, upstairs family bathroom, gas central 
heating, UPVC double glaing, off road parking, rear garden and a garage 


Princess Road, Oldbury, B68 

£ 120,000 



A three bedroom mid terrace property comprising; entrance hallway, 
lounge, kitchen upstairs bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing, 
gardens to front and rear with off road parking 


0121 505 3533wednesbury@pauldubberley.co.uk 
97 Walsall Street, wednesbury WS10 9BY 



The Property 
Ombudsman 

SALES 



























Paul 

Dubberley 


pauldubberleyco.uk 


GREAT BRIDGE 


Hartland Road, Tipton, DY4 


£ 200,000 


■pp 

'-u 1 


I 


Great Opportunity to purchase a Large Detached Family Home situated on 
a most Sought After Location. Extended family accommodation offering 
the benefit of upvc Double Glazing, gas central heating. 3 Bedrooms 



Superb Detached Family Home situated in a most sought after location. 
Having the benefit of double glazing, gas central heating and offering no 
upward chain. 3 Bedrooms 


Warren Close, Tipton, DY4 


£65,000 



Purpose Built First Floor Flat offering spacious accommodation and 
being ideal for a buy to let investment. Offering the benefit of gas central 
heating, no upward chain. 2 Bedrooms 



End Terrace situated on an excellent corner plot offering scope for 
extensions (STP). Having the benefit of upvc double glazing, blow air 
central heating and making a good family home. 3 Bedrooms 


Churchill Close, Tividale, Oldbury, B69 

£159,950 



Excellent Size Semi Detached Family Home. Offering Superbly Presented 
accommodation and having the benefit of upvc double glazing, gas central 
heating and good location. 3 Bedrooms 


Cupfields Crescent, Tipton, DY4 

£79,950 



PUBLIC NOTICE Paul Dubberley and Co Estate Agents are now in receipt 
of an offer for the sum of £82,000 for 13 Cupfields Crescent, Tipton, West 
Midlands DY4 ORG. Anyone wishing to place and offer on this property 
should contact Paul Dubberley and Co, 73 Great Bridge, Tipton, 0121 522 
3733. 



PERFORMANCE SURVEY & 
CERTIFICATE VALUATIONS 

SALES & LETTINGS 


ONE ROOF 


Cranmore Close, Tipton, DY4 

£ 110,000 



Semi Detached Family Home situated in a quiet cul de sac 
location. Having upvc double glazing, electric heating and spacious 
accommodation. 3 Bedrooms 


Holcroft Street, Tipton, DY4 

£79,950 



End Terrace Having The benefit of gas central heating, upvc Double 
Glazing and No upward Chain. Ideal Buy to Let or good szie family home. 
2 Bedrooms 


Lindley Avenue, Tipton, DY4 

£ 120,000 



Impressive Extended Traditional Semi Detached located in a sought after 
area providing good family accommodation. Offering upvc double glazing, 
gas central heating, no upward chain. 3 Bedrooms 


Middle Meadow, Tipton, DY4 

£78,000 



Ideal INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY Current tenant is on fixed 6 month 
contract &pound;400pcm. Modern FIRST FLOOR Apartment having the 
benefit of Upvc Double glazing, GAS CENTRAL HEATING 


Moncrieffe Close, Dudley, DY2 

£47,950 



NOTICE OF OFFER: 39 Moncrieffe Close, Dudley, DY2 7DF. We advise that 
an offer has been made for the above property in the sum of £42,500. Any 
persons wishing to increase on this offer should notify the agents of their 
best offer Drior to exchanae of contracts. 


Old Port Close, Tipton, DY4 

£65,000 



Modern PURPOSE BUILT GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT having the 
benefit of upvc double glazing, electric heating and having LOVELY CANAL 
VIEWS. Ideal for first time buyer or buy to let investment. 


William Barrows Way, Tipton, DY4 

£170,000 



MODERN SEMI DETACHED FAMILY HOME offering upvc double glazing, 
gas central heating. 4 Bedrooms 


York Close, Tipton, DY4 

£129,950 



Lovely DETACHED Family Home Situated In A Most SOUGHT AFTER 
LOCATION. Having the benefit of upvc double glazing, gas central 
heating, GARAGE CONVERSION. 3 Bedrooms 


Wordsworth Close, Tipton, DY4 

£59,995 



SOLD GUICKLY ... SIMILAR PROPERTIES REOUIRED 


Stella Road, Tipton, DY4 

£135,000 



SOLD CUICKLY ... MORE PROPERTIES REQUIRED .. 
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We Value Your Home SKITTS 

ESTATE "AG ENTS 



Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 
vuednesbury@skitts.net 0121 5051818 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 


dudley@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 


01384 214 996 
01902 353578 
01922 478104 
01902 631151 
01902 732324 


westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 


wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 


Bustleholme Lane, West Bromwich 



Vicar Street, Wednesbury 





Rose Close, Wednesbury 

Rose Close .—---— 


£209,950 





Wednesbury 

Margaret Road 

Mortgagees in possession are now in 
receipt of an offer for the sum of £80,000 
for 17 Margaret Road, Wednesbury, 
WS10 7QT 

Anyone wishing to place an offer on the 
property should contact Skitts Estate 
Agents, 96 Walsall Street, Wednesbury, 
WS10 9BY, 0121 505 1818 before 
exchange of contracts or within the next 
7 days whichever is sooner. 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
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Carpets 


Garage Doors 


J. J. Digital Aerials m 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite JJ 

WE GUARANTEE TO SOFA c 

BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE .... nn . ' 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE£65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST Hein move hi 



Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIR LIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. |~f I Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take s\- ^ ftyp Quotation s and M easu ring. 
away old carpets free of charge we’ii bring 100’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. —I bed and sofa brochures to your door 


HUNTER BUILD# 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Soffits‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 I 0121 556 7203 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sqyd 

was £ 14.99 


■itfft.f.li 


L M S 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doors 
supplied and fittely 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey ajra 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 



£899 


Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.99sq yd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Click giHme for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 

Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 I SUN 10-3PM 
FREEPHONE 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


Decorating 


• WEDNESBURY 

• WALSALL 

• WOLVERHAMPTON 

• SEDGLEY 

• WEST BROMWICH 


• GREAT BARR 

• SMETHWICK 

• GORNAL 

• DUDLEY 


COVERS 

Adrian Bromley 

WE ARE | 

ALL AREAS 

0121 888 7116 

HERE | 



Gardening 



Carpentry 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 





CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


C^~eet 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, Ml 3 S Pract 
Foot Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@ijahoo.co.uk 


Member or the 
Accredited Register of Foot 
Health Practioners 


Co our one 

Interior & exterior pai nting -—* 
and decorating — * 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured ” f ^ 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



Flooring 



jOT Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 


MDB Electrical 

♦ Services 

All Electrical 

i 


Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


MB ) electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mam 

local service call: ^ - 



Fencing 


W 

WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT ALL TYPES OF 
FENCING & SLABBING 
www.sandwellstoneancHencing^ _ 

0121544 7883 £,"£5 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 

• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 

• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 


‘Tree Surgeon Specialist ‘Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped ‘Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUPOF COMPANIES 


■r 

% 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 




T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
, AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 'I 

rscji UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, r^l 
119851 THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK l| 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk - 


* 3 “ 0121-565 4533 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 


Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 


Call Jason for a 
No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 
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LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LEH 
H A I RDRESSEF 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Plumbing 


<®b' 


■HOUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

~ All installations and repairs ^est 
S upply and fit or fit only ^ 1994 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 y 
V,—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Skip Hire 


Plumbing & Heating 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


(01211 520 3388 
07721 387990 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 




07852150057 ss 


Gas Safe registered 120506 



Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter , 

Special Offers: 
Now On! 


Have you had' _ 
your boiler/fire 
checked for Carbon; 
, Monoxide?? , 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


safe 



IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


:RVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc ■ Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


Ornamental 

Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www.holtmamentalironwork.coMk 


Roofing 


ALL 




772 WlS ri = I =1 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 





Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate S. Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip S. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 


Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 




EE 

nn 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

> Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Window Specialists 


W, 




IfB Callus on... ” 

E-mail us at... 

ri Post to... ^ 

|U 01902319590 A 

MWM mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk J| 

wCM Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country 1 
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG A 



Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company 


Family 


ACORN STAIRLIFT 

18 months old, fits any typical 
curved staircase. 
£3,000. 

Removed and refitted by a 
professional stairlift engineer. 

07939 870755. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

RENO electric wheelchair, red, 4 
months old but used twice, £750. 
Heated back seat massager, £30. 
Telephone 01922 626148. 


TWO SEATER SETTEE 

With matching chair, static 
settee, full electric recline and 
lift out chair, cream, top quality 
from Motability shop. 

Was £1,800 new. 

Due to bereavement £375. 
07837 333389. Must collect. 


A 


Leisure 

Time 


COMMUNITY INDOOR CAR 
BOOT SALE 

Saturday, February 11. 

12 noon - 2pm. 

ST. MARKS CHURCH HALL 

Thimblemill Road 
Smethwick 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 
TOP PRICES PAID 
Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 5521170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 

LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



BESCOT 

SUNDAY MARKET 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 


table top sale 


TABLE TOP SALE 

Saturday, February 11. 

11am-2pm 

West Bromwich Baptist Church, 
Tantany Lane, 

B71 1 DU 

Refreshments, cake stall and 
hot meat sandwiches. 




Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 
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01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


THREE SEATER 

Leather settee, one chair. 
Leather by Design. 18 months 
old. Good condition. 

Was £3,500 new. 

Downsizing 
must sell £950 ono. 
01543 506593. Must collect. 



A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec¬ 
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge 
freezers, tumble dryers, built in 
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 

COOK AND LEWIS single oven fan 
and conventional with housing and 
hob, £160. 07909 670048. 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 


Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£16 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 



ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation, wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

'RESULTS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


SOLAR CONSTRUCTION 

Building work, extensions, 
rendering, pointing, damp 
proofing, exterior paintings. 

New roofs, re-slates, 
fascias, soffits, guttering. 

ALL WORK FULLY INSURED 
AND GUARANTEED 

CALL FREEPHONE 

0800 959 6376 


Jk DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, A 
building & plastering work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


^ building supplies 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

- vu'ERmi/sm 

ISATiEUUITiEl&lCCTkVA 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




J v/sa| 

B 




alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


bathrooms 



BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 

JR Bathrooms Over 20 years expe¬ 
rience in bathrooms ana plastering. 
07392 379741 / 01543 529648. 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & ] 

joinery| 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre- 

P rimed doors fully fitted from £370. 
ree quotes call: 07958 552625. 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


v_ 


cleaning 


] 


Sparkle Chart 

Cleaning, Painting & Handyman Services 

A standard of Excellence 
Office or Household cleaning 
Discounted rates for regidar customers 

FREE Enquiries & quotes call 


07818 238893 CRB checked | 


SURE CLEAN SOLUTIONS 

Domestic & Commercial cleaners 
For all general cleaning of: Factories, 
Offices, Houses, Shops, Retail Parks, 
Front of shop cleaning. Also Garden 
maintenance and Graffiti removal. 
01922 334045 


damp proof 
control 


JUST DAMP PROOFING All areas 
covered. Rising damp, penetration 
damp. Call Marx on 07903 029768. 


fencing 

v_ 




PORTWRy 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

6x5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

£12.95 each 

Fitting service available oi 


0121 531 5250 / 07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon hm’ral 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury I r -' 1 1W 


gardening ^ 
services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Sen/ices 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


gas fitting 


BRI’S GAS CENTRAL HEATING 

Central heating and Boiler 
changes for all your heating 
requirements. 


GAS i 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 

\_ 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 0/497 667752. 


handyman 

services 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


blinds 


MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 



MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 

BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 


HILLARYS 



DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 
work, plumbing, decking, supply & 
fit kitchens and bathrooms. Call: 
07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 


\ 

plans prepared 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Plastering, Slabbing and Roofing. 
01902 683100 or 07935 906384. 


house clearances 

\___ 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE Full, part 
and single rubbish removed. 
Garage and sheds cleared. Leather 
3 piece suites / leather chesterfields 
wanted. Call now 01922 492007. 


kitchen fitters 

Y____ 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


plumbers 


LAURIE KENNEDY domestic 
plumbing, no job too small, fully 
insured, contact me 07901 345884. 

plumbing & ^ 

^_ heating _ 


ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All 

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497826697. 


\ 

lock services 

v___ 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

painters / ^ 

v decorators 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


L 

removals 




A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 


Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 


C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


Call Don: 
07749 941319 


LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


v_ 


skip hire 


] 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


waaEsaaiMBiaiiE 

Etrv«>££l Is 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Someday delivery iaster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us!” 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFAS, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 




4 

Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


SHIH TZU two year old male with 
papers. Genuine reason for sale. 
£300. 0782 3557795. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



ESTABLISHED WELL RUN 
COUNTRY PUB AND 
RESTAURANT FOR LEASE 
IN SOUTH SHROPSHIRE. 

£250,000 wet and dry PA. 
Two bedroom private quarters. 
Low in going and rent 
comparaole to turnover. 
Future potential income 
imminent. 

Box Number P20699, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


commercial 

premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 





J9 

Ac c ormnOdAl ion 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*indudes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 



(Dosismmj 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

FIRST FLOOR 2 bed flat, Lichfield, 2 
mins from train stations and town 
centre, available immediately no 
DSS £495pcm. 07836 780188. 

ONE BED FLAT West Brom, near, 
hospital, DG, shower room, electric 
heating, £390pcm. 07758 816458. 

TWO BED FLAT Great Wyrley, fur¬ 
nished kitchen, no DSS or no 
smokers, £475pcm. Available end 
February. 07836 780188. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, February 9, 2017 























































































































































































































Classified Als 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


[Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 

• NOAGENTSFEES I COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
11 FREE SOLICITORS I ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION y” 



For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
^ RESULTS 

“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 




* I J, 

i nM 

For great business results call 

01902 319191 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you all circumstances considered 
make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

With solutions to suit... FREE '™ N AND LEGALS . 

you can clear your debts FRIENDLY ADVICE 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0767 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


jobs. 


•.expressandstar.com 


Jobs 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 



BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY 


Accredited 

ocn 


Learn how to take blood 

Htrainasaphlebotomist 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


More info rfAAim/\A 

ortobook: WWW. gvU|J(lvv .COITI 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


full time - general 


s 

B 

B 

S 


Building & Scaffolding Ltd 


SBBS Building & Scaffolding Ltd, Wednesbury 

require 

SCAFFOLDERS, SCAFFOLDING 
TRAINEES & LABOURERS 

Training will be provided. 

You must be over 18. 

Please Tel: Joe on 07918 742851. 

Email craig@sbbs-site.co.uk 


SKYLINE CATERING 

have a vacancy for a 

FOOD SALES DRIVER 
Mon-Fri 

We are looking for a 
self-motivated sales person 
with a good friendly personality 
to work delivering not / cold 
food to existing customers at 
their work places within our 
van sales team (Jiffy Trucks) 
this will include stock control / 
presentation / cleanliness and 
customer service. 

Hourly pay plus commission. 
Details to: diane@ 
skyline-catering.co.uk 
or call 01902 402940 
(We are a non smoking 
company) 



C & S ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATIONS LTD 

Are currently looking to 
employ 

EXPERIENCED 

ELECTRICIANS 

for various contracts in and 
around the Midlands area. 
Testing experience 
advantageous. 

Good Rates of Pay 
PENSION PROVIDED 

Please apply via 

0121 502 2117 

or CV’s to 

Julie@candselectrical.net 


WESTLEY PLASTICS 
Cradley Heath 

are looking for a reliable 

PART TIME 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Previous office admin 
experience, knowledge of 
MS office and office 
management software (MRP 
etc), required to support 
sales/accounts/HR Depts. 
Salary and hours to be 
discussed at interview. 
Please contact Nicky on 
01384 414840 
or send your CV with a 
covering letter to 
nicky@plasticsuk.com 


YARD FOREMAN required for 
Wednesbury based scaffolding 
company. Duties to include yard 
labouring, storeman, FLT driving 
and general maintenance. Must 
have driving licence and over 18. 

£17.5K p.a. Email CVs to 
stuart@sbbs-site.co.uk 



CLASS 1 DRIVERS - Tramping. 
Nights out. Good rates. Call Dave 
07837 202783 / 0749 5482879 


RYDERS GREEN 
METHODIST DAY CENTRE 

is seeking to employ a 
relief 16 seater 
mini bus driver. 

The person will be needed 
when the existing drivers are 
on leave. The individual will be 
required for approximately 10 - 
1 2 weeks a year, 4 days a 
week and 4 hours per day 
(2 in the morning and 2 in the 
afternoon). 

It is essential for the individual 
to be compassionate towards 
the needs of older disabled 
people. 

The work will involve collecting 
people from their homes and 
taking to the Day Centre, and 
then returning them back 
home. 

Many are in wheelchairs. 

A Degree of flexibility is 
essential, the post may suit a 
retired person however due to 
insurance regulation, the 
person needs to be under 70 
years of age. 

A Clean driving licence is 
essential and checks as stan¬ 
dard will take place, training 
will be provided. 
Applicants please contact 
Pat or Alex on 01215205367. 



ADMIN/RECEPTION/ 
GENERAL OFFICE WORK 
WANTED 

For smart lady, seeks ideally a 
long term permanent role or any 
temporary work. 
Excellent references. Walsall & 
surrounding areas. 

07976 888820/01922 635813. 
goodman1921 @ hotmail.co.uk 



DRIVER/ BEARER/ HANDYPER- 

SON Required 20 hours pw to suit 
companys requirements Applicants 
must be reliable, smart ana physi¬ 
cally fit, hold full clean driving 
licence, have their own transport, 
Due to company insurance policy 
applicants must be over 25, also 
casual driver/bearers required Min. 
aged 25 Tel 0121 533 0241. 


«(•***' 

«..••< * * 

rm ft Star 


NEWS DELIVERY AGENTS 

needed in the all areas of 
Wednesbury & West Bromwich. 

Customer Services 
on 0800174 064. 


B 




Motoring 



VOLTSWAGON SHARAN 

2.0 TDI, 2008, 

Black, 7 seater, Mot, FSH, 
Any trial in good condition. 

£4,750. 

01543 458699. 



AUDI 4A AVANTE ESTATE 

2.0, diesel, silver, 2008. 
95,000 miles. 

Audi service history. 

New cam belt and water pump. 
Good condition. 

£4,750. 

01543 675063. 07979 987285. 



FIAT PANDA ACTIVE 1.1 

2008, 50,000 miles, one owner, 
service history, excellent 
condition. 

£1,650. 

07977 939497. 
HYUNDAI I301400CC 

2012, 46,600 Miles, white, 
electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, 
fsh, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, 


parking sensors 

£4,400 ono 
07948 552962 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN BERLINGO, 2003, 
172,719 miles, beige, MoT, £500 
ono. 07967 138633. 



FORD FIESTA 

1.2 LX, 83,000 miles. New 
exhaust, C.D. electric 
windows. 

MoT October. 

£350 ono 
07955 610318. 



FORD MONDEO ZETEC 1.8 


PETROL 

Red, MoT October 2017, 

5-dr, 53 plate, 60,200 miles, 
excellent condition, new tyres, 
alloy wheels. 

£800 ono 

07415 189836. 


ROVER 25 IMPRESSION 

2002 reg, 3-dr hatchback, 
1.4cc, 64,000 miles, green, 
8 months MoT, PAS, remote 
central locking, alloys, 

very good condition, 
cheap tax, used daily, 60mpg. 

£425. 

07722 921378. 



SEAT LEON SE TDI 

2003, full service history, 
excellent condition, 143,000 


miles, new cam belt, water 
pump, tyres, just fully serviced, 
MoT Oct 2017 

£890. 

Call 07403 052574 


AUTOMATIC 


VW BEETLE 

Late 2001, automatic, black, 
alloys, all usual refinements, 
MoT’d, fsh, all MoT Certificates 
and receipts from new, new 
altenator with receipt, lady 
owner, excellent condition 
throughout. 

POOR 

07445 709081. 


FORD TRANSIT T reg, very clean 
and tidy, 12 months MoT, CD 
player, £575 ono. 

07584 191793. 


VAUXHALL COMBO CDTi van, 09 
reg, 8 months MoT, excellent con¬ 
dition inside and out. £795. 

07495 284545. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 





ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


GENTLEMAN 73 YRS 

Young at heart, outgoing, 
honest, genuine, caring, with 
GSOH, widowed. 
Seeking friendship / compan¬ 
ionship with lady, genuine 
young at heart, up to similar 
age. 

Sharing in friendship, interests, 
days / evenings / occasions, 
chats / coffees. 

Preferable Rugeley within 
10 miles. 

Box Number P20703, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LUCKY BLACK CAT 
BROACH 

Met a lovely Girl in her 20s, 
circa1968, at Tower Ballroom 
Edgbaston, gave her a lift home 
along the Wolverhampton Road 
to a post war terraced house 
with yellow paintwork. We were 
keen to meet again, the dear 
sweet girl handed me her lucky 
black cat broach to ensure we 
met again, although no need. I 
came, but could not find Street/ 
Road after trying several times. 
I would still love the chance to 
explain. 

Box Number P20702, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver- 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 
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Local 

Information 



LEASEHOLD REFORM 
ACT 1967 

17 WINYATE HILL REDDITCH 
WORCESTERSHIRE B98 7JF 

Any person claiming to be the 
freeholder of the above property 
or successor in title to Lodge 
Farm Investment Limited should 
communicate with Silks Solicitors of 
27 Birmingham Street Oldbury West 
Midlands B69 4DY 
(ref MG/LI 3704.30). t 493 04 9 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Park Lane East, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Park 
Lane East, Tipton (Station Street - Slater Road). Traffic will be diverted via Lower Church 
Lane, Dudley Port, Sedgley Road East, Victoria Road and vice-versa. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
is expected to be completed by 06.00hrs on 09/03/17, effective from 22/02/17. Road 
closures between 20.00hrs and 06.00hrs only on 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 27th, 28th February 
2017, and 6th, 7th and 8th March 2017. Purpose - painting of high pressure gas main 
by National Grid Gas Distribution Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Queensway, Oldbury) (Temporary One-Way 
Operation) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Queensway, Oldbury (Tame Road to Aldridge Road) other than in a northerly direction. 
Southbound traffic will be diverted via Aldridge Road, Brennand Road, Perry Hill Road 
and Tame Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 28/03/17, effective 
from 27/02/17. Purpose - work to renew a a gas main by National Grid. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Axletree Way, Wednesbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Axletree Way, Wednesbury between A461 Wood Green Road and the access road to 
Stuart Bathurst School - north / northwest bound carriageway only. Traffic will be 
diverted via Myvod Road, Park Lane and Axletree Way. An additional diversion route will 
be signed via A461 Wood Green Road, M6 J9 roundabout, Wood Green Road and Axletree 
Way underpass. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 24/02/17, effective 
from 20/02/17. Purpose - works asssociated with the upgrading of the signalised 
junction at A461 Wood Green Road/Axletree Way by Sandwell MBC. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hollyhedge Road, West Bromwich) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding 
along Hollyhedge Road, West Bromwich (between Lyndhurst Road and Charlemont Road). 
Traffic will be diverted as follows: traffic approaching Hollyhedge Road from Pennyhill 
Lane will be diverted via Hartland Road and Charlemont Road. Traffic wishing to travel 
north along Hollyhedge Road will be diverted via Hollyhedge Road, Heath Lane, Walsall 
Road and Charlemont Road. Traffic wishing to travel south along Hollyhedge Road will 
be diverted via Charlemont Road, Walsall Road and Lyndhurst Road. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
is expected to be completed by 24/02/17, effective from 21/02/17. Purpose - works 
to install traffic calming measures by Sandwell MBC. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/16/60124 Ms Heather Birch Land Adjacent Proposed residential 

Lovell Partnerships Ltd 3 Ashmole Road And development of 22 No. 
Land Adjacent dwellings. 

1 Poultney Street 
West Bromwich 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell Order (Chester Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closures) 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Chester Road, Oldbury (Surrey Crescent - Crookhay Lane). Traffic will be diverted via 
Chester Road, Pembroke Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed 
by 10/03/17, effective from 16/02/17. Purpose - works to a gas main by Balfour Beatty for 
National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hillfields, Smethwick) (Temporary Road Closures) 
Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Hillfields, Smethwick. Traffic will be diverted via Thimblemill Road with access off the southern 
most entrance to Hillfields. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 03/03/17, effective from 
16/02/17. Purpose - works to a gas main by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hugh Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road Closures) 
Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Hugh 
Road, Smethwick (Auckland Road - Marion Road). Traffic will be diverted via Marion Road, 
Heather Road, Ernest Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work 
necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 26/02/17, 
effective from 26/02/17. Purpose - BT works by Callan Connect. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Windmill Lane, Smethwick) (Temporary One-Way 
Operation) Order 2017, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Windmill Lane, Smethwick between the entrance to the Windmills 
Shopping Centre and Cape Hill other than in a northerly direction. The maximum duration 
is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 12/02/17, effective from 
12/02/17. Alternative route for south bound vehicles via Grove Lane and Cape Hill. 
Purpose - work to a T-mobile phone mast by Blade Access. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Messenger Road and High Street, Smethwick) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2017, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit 
vehicles from proceeding via Messenger Road, Smethwick (Oakfield Road - Thomas 
Street). Anticipated dates 13th February - 3rd March 2017. Traffic will be diverted via 
Thomas Street, Price Street, Cutler Street, Baldwin Street, George Ryder Road and 
vice-versa and also via Oakfield Road. Traffic will in addition be prohibited from entering 
High Street south of its junction of Newlands Green and from travelling in a southerly 
direction at this point. Southbound traffic will be diverted via Bearwood Road, Waterloo 
Road, Cape Hill and vice-versa. Anticipated dates 6th -24th March 2017. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
is expected to be completed by 24th March 2017, effective from 13th February 2017. 
Purpose - gas main renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (London Street, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along London Street, Smethwick from its junction with Grove Lane for 
a distance of 50 metres. Traffic will be diverted via Grove Lane, Cranford Street and 
vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary 
Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 28/07/17, effective from 
13/02/17. Purpose - works associated with the construction of the new Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital - Carillion Construction Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Tibbington Terrace, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Tibbington Terrace, Tipton. Traffic will be diverted via Newhall Street, 
High Street, Upper Church Lane, Salter Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected 
to be completed by 31/03/17, effective from 20/03/17. Purpose - repairs to a sewer 
by Severn Trent Water. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (High Street and Prince Street, Cradley Heath) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit 
vehicles from proceeding via the following roads in Cradley Heath: High Street (St Anne’s 
Road - Newtown Lane), anticipated dates 13/02/17 - 10/03/17. Traffic will be diverted 
via Newtown Lane, Foxoak Street, St Anne’s Road and vice-versa. Prince Street (High 
Street - Pennant Road), anticipated dates 06/03/17 - 31/03/17. Traffic will be diverted 
via High Street, Corngreaves Road, Pennant Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration 
is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is 
expected to be completed by 31/03/17, effective from 13/02/17. Purpose - gas main 
renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 



























































































MOTORING 45 


It's time to buy now 
and avoid extra tax 



Kia is just one of eight manufacturers in the Brindley Group 


If you’re planning to buy a new car this year, don’t 
wait too long. Delay could cost you hundreds of 
pounds in extra tax! 

This is something that the folks at the Brindley 
Garages Group are fully aware of and want to make 
sure you avoid. They know that come April 1, the rules 
regarding Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) or car tax as it’s 
usually known, are changing, and to the detriment of 
most new car drivers. 

According to the gov.uk website, “in the new 
system most motorists will be paying an annual VED 
payment of £140.” Although zero-emission cars 
continue to remain free of tax, the government are 
replacing the current Standard Rate sliding scale so 
that nearly all drivers will have to find the money to 
pay this new annual £140 tax bill. 

These changes mean that even buyers of Britain’s 
most affordable cars will now find an increase in their 
car tax bill. Popular models such as the Vauxhall 
Astra and the Nissan Qashqai that at the moment 
have exemptions or very low duties will now pay 
more. And cars that have a list price of over £40,000 
will attract additional charges. Now is the time to act! 

Brindley Garages is one of the largest family owned 
car dealership groups in the West Midlands. They 
have dealerships in Cannock, Wolverhampton, Tipton 
and West Bromwich. They have a fantastic legacy of 
85 years of superb customer service and high quality 
products - a heritage they are rightly proud of. 


Brindley 

Garages Group 


Driving together since 1931 



A whole host of offers are available 


Brindley Garages give you the choice of brand new 
vehicles from eight major manufacturers: Honda, 
Vauxhall, Kia, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, Mazda, Volvo and 
Nissan. 

They have a whole host of deals on all their new 
models that include low deposit options, 0% finance, 
deposit contributions from the manufacturer and 
added extras before you drive away. 

So, you could soon be driving the all-new Kia Rio 
with its stylishly revamped, sculptured look and range 
of improved specifications. Or, the new Nissan Micra, 
now in its fifth incarnation and which is described by 
Nissan to be “designed and engineered to break away 
from convention,” a great choice. 

Or possibly, the Hyundai ilO, the small 5-door 
city that is in the same segment as the Micra; 
sophisticated, stylish and yet deceptively simple in 
design, a wonderful motor to look over. And Honda 
have refined and restyled their long serving car of 
distinction the Civic to keep it very much a great 
choice for the modern motorist. 

All of these and so many others are available at 
one of the Brindley Garage Group showrooms. They 
can advise you on the funding option that best suits 
you, such as personal contract purchase or a hire 
purchase plan, and tailor an individual package to suit 
your specific needs. 

The unique Brindley experience doesn’t end 
at driving away in your new vehicle. They have a 
comprehensive aftersales service including MOT’S, 
servicing, parts and accessories. And for business 
users, they have a dedicated groupfleet department. 
For those in receipt of disability allowance, they also 
have dedicated Motability specialists at each of our 
dealerships. 

As well as new cars and commercial vehicles, 
they stock of over 600 used cars throughout their 
dealerships. Every vehicle undergoes a multi-point 
check on arrival and all come with a first-class peace 
of mind warranty. 

Remember though, if you’re in the market for a new 
car this year, buy your car now and the new rules 
won’t apply. Make sure you’re no April Fool this year 
and visit the nearest Brindley Garages showroom 
ASAP. 

Visit the Brindley Garage Group website: www. 
brindley.co.uk for your nearest showroom and full 
contact details. Details of the vehicles they have on 
offer can be found there also. 



Walsall Road, Cannock WV11 0JP 

01543 330708 


ORDER YOUR 


NEW 17 PLATE NOW 


Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 514 0581 

West Street, off Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 507566 


iTlSZDd 

West Street, off Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 507624 



Avoid 

THE ROAD TAX 
INCREASE 



Take the Taxman for a ride, 
before he increases the 


West Street, off Stafford Road, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 507653 


road tax charges from 1 st April. 



HYUnDRI 


Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 514 0552 

Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 

01902 507508 


> i 

Main A5, Cannock WV11 1SH 

01543 330737 


A 

MITSUBISHI 

MOTORS 

Main A5, Cannock WV11 0BE 

01543 330795 



KIA MOTORS 

Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 

01902 507537 


Bag yourself a superb deal, 
check out our 17 plate offers 
on our website, give us a ring 
or call in for a chat. 



New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

0121 514 0508 


www.brindley.co.uk 


Main A5, Cannock WV11 0BE 

01543 330766 
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“MOTORING 



The car is also fitted as standard with 19-inch alloy wheels specially created for this model variant 


Scouting off-road 
for Skoda Kodiaq 


Oak Garage® 

.co.uk 

Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

13 Vauxhall Meriva 1,4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Brown Only 5000 Miles 

14 Ford C-max 1.6 TDCi Titanium Red Only 6000 Miles 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGO Blue Only 7000 Miles 

13 Volkswagen Polo 1.4 Match Edition DSG Silver Only 9000 Miles 
65 Peugeot 308 1.6 BlueHDi 120 Allure Grey Only 10000 Miles 

64 Skoda Octavia 1.2 TSI S Blue Only 12000 Miles 

13 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.4 VTi 16V VTR+ Silver Only 12000 Miles 
64 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Elite Brown Only 12000 Miles 
Citroen 



10 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Grey 56k 

59 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V VTR+ Red 58k 
63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V VTR+ 5dr EGS6 Silver 27k 
13 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi Platinum Bronze 35k 

11 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ EGS6 Blue 39k 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Exclusive+ Red 66k £9,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream Exclusive Grey 24K £10,495 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR Blue 69k £7,995 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £11,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black 104k £6,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k £7,995 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 63K £6,495 

13 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream DSport Plus 3dr Red 21K £8,995 

Ford 

63 Ford C-max 1.6 Zetec 5dr Silver 15k £8,995 

62 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr [82] Blue 15k £6,995 

63 Ford Focus 1.6 125 Zetec Est Powershift Red 22k £8,295 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec 5dr Blue 14k £8,995 

14 Ford Grand C-max 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5dr Blue 36k £10,995 

Honda 

60 Honda Accord 2.0 i-VTEC EX 4dr Auto Silver 36K £9,495 

06 Honda Civic 1.8 i-VTEC SE Blue 87k £2,995 

11 Honda Jazz 1.4 i-VTEC EX 5dr CVT Brown 21 k £7,795 

Kia 

60 Kia Rio 1.5 CRDi 2 5dr Silver 105K 

13 Kia Spoilage 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 Silver 40k 

14 Kia Venga 1.6 2 5dr Auto Blue 35k 
Nissan 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta [Start Stop] Black 32K £8,795 

63 Nissan Juke 1.6 Tekna 5dr Black 19k £9,995 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DIG-S Acenta Premium CVT White 42k £7,995 

Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k £8,995 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active 11 EGC Blue 31K £8,495 

14 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC Silver 31 k £9,995 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDi 115 Active II 5dr Blue 13K £9,295 

14 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 115 Active White 43k £7,995 

63 Peugeot 5008 1.6 HDi Active 5dr Blue 42k £9,495 

63 Peugeot Bipper Tepee 1.3 HDi 75 Style EGC Blue 23k £6,995 

Seat 

63 Seat Altea XI 1 .6 TDI CR SE Copa DSG White 46k £7,995 

63 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Silver 21K £7,495 

62 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa 5dr DSG Silver 19K £8,795 

Sales Line Open Till 10pm Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 



Vauxhall 



60 

Vauxhall Astra 1,6i 16V Exclusiv White 63k 

£4,795 


13 

Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V SRi Silver 35k 

£6,995 

£7,795 

63 

Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V SRi [165] Est Auto Grey 13k 

£8,495 

£10,995 

58 

Vauxhall Combo Tour 1.3 CDTi Easytronic Silver 72K 

£3,995 

£9,495 

14 

Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SRi 5dr [AC] Red 61K 

£5,995 

£9,495 

63 

Vauxhall Meriva 1.4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Silver 13k 

£7,795 

£11,295 

1 57 

Vauxhall Meriva 1.6i 16V Design Blue 64k 

£2,795 

£9,495 

60 

Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V [130] SE Silver 32k 

£5,995 

£6,995 

63 

Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design Nav Silver 40k 

£7,995 

£9,295 

1 Others 



* 63 

Audi A1 1.2 TFSI S Line 3dr White 30k 

£11,995 

£4,995 

06 

Renault Clio 1.6 WT Privilege Blue 26k 

£2,995 

£4,995 

63 

Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Blue 27K 

£7,495 

£7,495 

64 

Volkswagen Golf 2.0 TDI GTD DSG White 17K 

£18,995 

£10,495 

57 

Volkswagen Polo 1.2 E 60 Red 55k 

£2,995 

£7,995 

06 

Volvo S60 D5 SE 4dr Geartronic [185] Green 91k 

£3,795 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 

Finance Arranged 
Within 60 Mins 


From 


4 . 99 % 


Flat Rate / APR Variable 

For A Quick Decision Call Us Now 

01384 906030 

Application Requirements 

* Driving Licence 

# Bank Details 
® 2 Proofs Of Address 

* Employers Details 

• Self Employed Available 

• Retired Facility Available 
Loans Subject To Status 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 


Skoda will launch a more rugged Scout version of its 
new Kodiaq SUV at the Geneva Motor Show in March. 

Set apart by silver-coloured details such as the front 
and rear skid plates and chrome window edging, as well 
as 19-inch alloy wheels, the newcomer is expected to hit 
the roads towards the end of 2017. 

Inside, the Scout is based on the mid-range SE trim, 
with a multi-function steering wheel, Alcantara upholstery 
and rear parking sensors included as standard, along 
with Off-Road Assist and a selection of driving modes 
including Sport, Comfort and Snow configurations. 

At the same time, Skoda will also reveal a Sportline 
version of the Kodiaq with black trim accents and silver 
touches inside. 

Both cars will be offered with a choice of four 
powertrains: two petrols and two diesels, all with four- 
wheel drive. 

The basic unit will be the 1.4-litre petrol with 148bhp. As 
well as managing the 0-60mph sprint in 9.6 seconds, the 
engine will also achieve 41.5mpg on the combined cycle 
and 153g/km C02 emissions. 

The other petrol engine will be the 2.0-litre 178bhp four- 
cylinder, which is around two seconds faster to 60mph 
than its smaller stablemate, but also around 3mpg less 
efficient. 



The car has short overhangs 


Diesel options are likely to constitute the most popular 
engines in the range, with the 2.0-litre 148bhp engine 
returning 53.3mpg despite being capable of beating the 
1.4-litre petrol to 60mph. 

The range will be capped off, though, by the 2.0-litre 
178bhp engine, which hits 60mph in just under nine 
seconds and achieves 49.6mpg. 

Besides the underbody protection, the Skoda Kodiaq 
Scout is recognisable from the outside by the tinted 
rear window and rear side windows and silver-coloured 
details, creating a robust impression and highlighting 
the powerful character of the Czech manufacturer’s new 
large SUV. 

The radiator grille is framed by a silver-coloured trim. 
The roof rails, housing of the wing mirror, the side 
window trims as well as the front and rear underbody 
protection, which is positioned beneath the bumpers and 
visually split into three parts, are also silver. 

The side view of each of the models is characterised 
by short overhangs, their sloping roofline that is 
visually extended by a line in the D-pillar, and the 
tapered rear. The car is also fitted as standard with 
19-inch alloy wheels specially created for this model 
variant. Furthermore, it bears a small badge with the 
model designation on the front wing and the glove 
compartment. 

The equipment and interior design are also tailored to 
the robust character. They are based on the SE trim level. 
The Kodiaq Scout comes with Off-Road Assist, a Rough- 
Road package with underbody and engine protection 
as well as a front and rear Park Assist. The generous 
array of standard equipment includes Driving Mode 
Select (Eco, Comfort, Normal, Sport, Individual, Snow), 
which can be used to control the engine, automatic 
transmission, power steering and air conditioning. Snow 
mode adjusts the ABS, ASR, ACC (where present) 
systems and the engine management to the specific 
conditions of the snow-covered or slippery road. 

Standard equipment in the interior includes a 
multifunction steering wheel, LED ambient lighting in ten 
colours, a Modular Infotainment Matrix (MIB) with eight 
speakers, Alcantara-covered seats with the Kodiaq logo, 
door trims in the Alcantara design, steel pedals, textile 
floor mats and the Kodiaq logo in the front door sills. 

The Scout also feels at home on off-road terrain. With 
a ground clearance of 194 mm, it can negotiate larger 
bumps with ease. It has a ramp angle of 19.7 degrees; 
the approach and departure angles are an impressive 
22.0 and 23.1 degrees due to the short overhangs. In 
addition, the Rough-Road package, which comes as 
standard, protects against damage to the underbody, 
engine, brake and fuel lines as well as cables. 























The Kingsmead School pupil, far left, shows off his podium medal Thumbs up from Josh Hiatt after a podium finish Josh is to mount a BSB series challenge this year after deciding to make the switch 



Josh stormed back on to the podium during round seven at red Lodge 


Josh hitting the Hiatts 
after run of misfortune 


THE future should look a lot brighter for 
rider Josh Hiatt after finishing a season 
he would probably rather forget. 

The 14-year-old suffered numerous mechan¬ 
ical failures competing in the FAB-Racing Me- 
trakit 70 class. 

Early promise was blighted by bike problems as the 
team, including his father Nigel, struggled to work 
out why the engine and gears kept failing. 

But once the Metrakit GP70 was up and purring, 
the Heath Hayes teenager showed why he is one for 
the future by climbing back on the podium despite a 
severe lack of track time. 

The eight-round series, mainly contested on 
go-karting tracks around the UK, ended with a sec¬ 
ond trip to Red Lodge before the final races at Mal¬ 
lory Park - a full race circuit used by the top British 
Superbike riders. 

Serious 

It was on the big tracks that Josh, who attends 
Kingsmead School in Hednesford, really felt at home 
and gave his team serious food for thought over the 
2017 campaign. 

Nigel said: “We were back at Red Lodge for round 
seven and straight away he was on it, qualifying on 
pole. 

“He came second in the first race and was just 
chuffed to bits to be back on the podium, especially 
after all the bike issues he’d had to deal with during 
the season. 

“Everything looked like it was going down the pan 
until Red Lodge when finally it came together and he 
showed what he was capable of. 

“He did particularly well because he had a bad start 
and had to fight his way back up to second again.” 

But Josh’s favourite race was certainly the last as 
he tackled Mallory. 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By James Driver-Fisher 


“Everything looked like it 
was going down the pan un¬ 
til Red Lodge when finally it 
came together.” 


The Leicestershire track is one of the country’s 
most renowned circuits. 

“The last race was his favourite because it was a 
proper track some of the BSB riders use, rather than 
a go-kart track like a lot of the others,” said Nigel. 

“He qualified fifth and came home in fourth. He 
had got into third place but he was pipped at the line 
and missed out on the podium. 

“His bike just wasn’t as quick as the others pulling 
out of the corners. 

“He loved making the step up to the next level, 
competing on the bigger track,” his father added. 

Red Lodge was a good circuit all year for Josh, who 
secured a third place during round two earlier in the 
year before mechanical problems began to surface. 

Everything went pear-shaped during round three 
at Rowrah, in the Lake District, when problems on 
the 70cc bike ended in a ‘Did Not Finish’ and a non¬ 
starter for race two. 

He was also running third in the second race at Lla¬ 
ndudno in the wet when he came off, causing engine 
problems and first gear issues. 

Nigel said: “We had high hopes for round five at 
Whitton Mill, Northampton, because it’s where Josh 


practises most Tuesday nights. Unfortunately, we 
suffered gearbox and engine problems and spent the 
entire weekend stripping the bike to try and find the 
problem. 

“We ended up doing no racing at all. 

“Lydd in Kent was round six but yet again we had 
the same engine problems. 

“This time we managed to sort it out, but Josh was 
off the pace a bit because he had been off the bike for 
so long. 

“Things went worse when he came off the bike 
again and smashed it up a bit, as well as hurting his 
leg, but he was okay. 

“He tried to do the second race but was in too much 
pain so we ended up with another DNF.” 

Now Hiatt is revving up for a new challenge. He is 
making the step up to race in the a British Superbike 
support series this year after securing a ride in the 
British KTM Cup. 

Supported 

The youngster had options to return to the Me¬ 
trakit series or join the Aprilla Championships. 

The move from Josh, who has been supported by 
the Wigley twins during his burgeoning race career, 
is a move up from the FAB-Racing Metrakit 70 class 
he raced in last year. 

Josh’s mother, Tracy, said: “The new bike has been 
purchased and he had a track day at Mallory Park. 

“Josh loved the bike and got on well with it.” 

Nigel said: “We’d like to thank Phil Turrell from 
Lower Road Service Centre, Hednesford, for provid¬ 
ing us with tyres all season, which has saved us an 
absolute fortune. 

“They cost us £130 a time and sometimes we can go 
through two sets a meeting, so his contribution has 
been absolutely brilliant.” 

Hiatt is still after more sponsors, however. Anyone 
interested can call 07809 606248. 



Testing went well for Josh before the start of an eventful Metrakit campaign 


Josh on the bike he will be riding in the British Superbike support series this year 
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Youngster Josh racing 
towards a bright future 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Evans out to 
demonstrate 
his potential 

WEDNESBURY boxer Sam Evans steps 
back into the ring next weekend looking 
to display the potential that persuad¬ 
ed Ricky Hatton to take him under his 
wing. 

Former two-weight world title winner 
Hatton promotes the show Saturday 
February 18 at Fenton Manor Sports 
Complex, Stoke-on-Trent, as well as 
working the corner for the 20-year-old 
welterweight. 

‘Taffy’ first has the experienced Chris 
Jenkinson to deal with and hopes that 
he will learn again from on-the-job train¬ 
ing. 

Evans said: “I’m looking forward to 
this, Jenkinson is tough and durable so 
it will be a good little test for me, but I 
want to put on a show for my supporters. 

“We have a game plan which I plan to 
stick to, I’m still getting learning fights 
under my belt and most journeymen 
come to survive. 

“When I step up to taking on some 
prospects, I’ll know I’ll find the openings 
and that’s when I’ll be getting my oppo¬ 
nents out of there more often. 

“I follow the game plan that Ricky and 
the rest of the coaches lay out for me, 
but getting a TKO win is always a bonus. 

I can feel myself going up levels with the 
tactics we are using in every camp and 
from each opponent. I’m always improv¬ 
ing and, by the end of the year, I want 
some sort of title.” 

Stafford’s Rob Hunt, a pro for nearly 

II years, is also on the card. He is look¬ 
ing to bounce back from a points defeat 
to William Warburton last October. The 
31-year-old was area boss for six months 
in 2016 and is preparing for his 31st paid 
contest, but has yet to be told of an oppo¬ 
nent for a four-rounder. 

Tickets are £30 standard and £60 
ringside. Call Rob on 07769 254545 or 
Sam on 07585 906792. 

Heathens team to 
ride in for 2017 
season unveiling 

CRADLEY HEATHENS will officially 
unveil their 2017 team next month. 

All seven riders will be on stage at 
Cradley Heath Liberal Club on Friday, 
March 10, for the season launch night, 
with every penny made being split be¬ 
tween them to help with pre-season 
preparations. 

Hosted by club presenter Ian Jones, 
riders will chat to fans and there will be 
autograph and picture opportunities. A 
raffle and race jacket auction will be held 
to bolster funds. 

Details were announced in front of a 
capacity crowd at the Danny Ayres night 
at the Liberal Club and a similar turnout 
is expected on March 10. 

New signing Ayres said: “I can’t wait 
to meet up with the rest of the boys on 
March 10. I’ve already been made to feel 
very welcome by the fans and it will be 
great for all the boys to meet up with the 
fans like I did.” 

The Heathens opening home league 
fixture will be at Perry Barr on Wednes¬ 
day March 29. The club will be racing on 
all four Bank Holidays during the season 
at Wolverhampton. 


Racing duo pushing it to the limit 



Pete Wright, left, and Martyn Silviter 


THERE are no limits to what the 
Double22two-racing team can 
achieve as the new season beck¬ 
ons. 

Pete Wright, aged 51, and Mar¬ 
tyn Silviter, 42, are looking to step 
up in class after a victorious debut 
season in the No Limits Racing 
Endurance Cup in 2016. 

Last year saw Wright, from Tiv- 
idale, and team-mate Silviter, from 
Blackheath, get on the podium in 
all three endurance classes, from 
all-comers up to the premier 600cc 


class. “This year we’ll be compet¬ 
ing in the club class endurance se¬ 
ries, using two Kawasaki ZX636s,” 
said Wright, who has taken deliv¬ 
ery of a brand new bike and spent 
a week in January testing it in 
Spain with his team-mate. 

“We’ve also just sent off our 
registration forms to compete this 
year.” 

The new No Limits Racing cam¬ 
paign will include the first ever 
1,000km UK race. With such a 
schedule to try to fit around their 


usual jobs, Double22two-racing 
have secured the services of up- 
and-coming talent, Harry Blades, 
22, from Hampshire. 

He will be racing for the team in 
between doing rounds in the Brit¬ 
ish Superstock 600 series. 

“This is only our second year of 
racing. We never throught we’d 
win the championship in our first 
year,” said Wright. 

The first race race of the season 
takes place at Silverstone, March 
25-26. 


PULIS STOKES 
SAIDO FIRES 


Albion 1 Stoke City 0 

AFTER this game, Tony Pulis 
refused to refer to Saido Bera- 
hino by name, instead calling 
him ‘another fella they bought 
for £15m\ 

It was a remark delivered with the 
tiniest hint of a smirk, and a wicked 
glint in the eye. 

Albion obviously feel they’ve offloaded a prob¬ 
lem, and got a handy monetary reward too, writes 
Matt Wilson. 

It was fitting really that Berahino remained 
anonymous off the pitch, because he was pretty 
irrelevant on it too. 

Even though Mark Hughes gave him more 
than half an hour to make a difference, the 
23-year-old didn’t touch the ball for 21 minutes. 
When Craig Dawson turned him on the byline, it 
summed up the afternoon. 

All the build-up to Saturday’s match was fo¬ 
cused on one man, and there’s no doubt his re¬ 
turn added even more spice to a game that is now 
the closest thing Albion have to a derby in the 
Premier League. 

Style 

But he had no real influence on the pitch. The 
Baggies continued to do what they have done 
all season. They outplayed their rivals at home, 
and they took all three points, courtesy of a sixth 
minute James Morrison goal. 

Six of the last seven league matches at The 
Hawthorns have ended in victory. Berahino is 
the past. The Baggies have moved on, and they’re 
doing it in style. 

Now is surely the time to start discussing 
whether this is the best Albion team of the Pre¬ 
mier League era. 

Steve Clarke’s side finished eighth four sea¬ 
sons ago but it had Romelu Lukaku and Shane 
Long firing on all cylinders up front. The 2016/17 
vintage is more balanced and shares the goals 
around more freely. 

Slowly but surely, Pulis is building a formi¬ 
dable team, improving each window with astute 
purchases. And if you had any concerns about the 
future, remember, Albion sold Berahino for more 
than they paid for Jake Livermore. 



Whetting appetite for speedway campaign 


BIRMINGHAM boss Graham 
Drury will be taking questions 
from supporters in a special 
pre-season event next week. 

The Welshman will be giv¬ 
ing his views at Aston Manor 
Cricket Club on Thursday, Feb¬ 
ruary 16, from 7.30pm. 

Admission will be £3 on the 
door, with all monies raised 


going towards the Birmingham 
Speedway Supporters’ Club. 

Said Drury: “I’m really look¬ 
ing forward to this event and 
it’s a great way to get everybody 
in the mood for another exciting 
year at Perry Barr. 

“It’s certainly been a busy 
winter behind the scenes and 
some tough decisions have had 


to be made along the way. I’ll be 
talking the supporters through 
everything in a forthright man¬ 
ner and I’ll be open to questions. 

“I urge as many of our fans 
to come along who can do so to 
help raise a bit of money for the 
Supporters’ Club whilst whet¬ 
ting the appetite for the season 
ahead.” 


Team-mates 
back Ron to 
end drought 

SALOMON Rondon’s team-mates are 
confident the goals will start to flow 
again for Albion’s hard-working striker. 

The Venezuelan powerhouse has now 
gone nine matches without finding the 
net, his longest drought of the season. 

Should he fail to get on the scoresheet 
against West Ham on Saturday, it will 
be the longest run of games he’s played 
for the Baggies without scoring since he 
joined for £12million in 2015. 

Last Saturday against Stoke, his self¬ 
less link-up play with those around him 
drew praise from coaches and team¬ 
mates alike. 

Only a sharp Lee Grant save in the 
first half denied him a well-deserved 
goal on an afternoon when he refused 
to shy away from the titanic battle with 
The Potters’ commanding captain Ryan 
Shawcross. 

“The work he does for us is unques¬ 
tionable and we really appreciate it all,” 
said Gareth McAuley. 

“He always gives the opposition de¬ 
fenders a game. They know they’ve been 
in a game when they play against Sa¬ 
lomon. Things are not quite falling for 
him. He’s a little bit frustrated himself, 
but the goals will come. 

“He’s showing his qualities and can 
score goals. If he gets in the right posi¬ 
tions hopefully he can notch a few for 
us.” 

Head coach Tony Pulis will be desper¬ 
ate to get Rondon firing again, because 
the Baggies boss has a small frontline at 
his disposal with just Hal Robson-Kanu 
the only other out-and-out striker in the 
squad. 

But Pulis and the team are willing to 
be patient with Rondon - who remains 
top scorer - because plenty of those be¬ 
hind him have had an eye for goal this 
season. 

Albion have shared the goals around, 
and on Saturday, James Morrison joined 
McAuley and Matt Phillips on five for 
the term. 

McAuley said: “There’s a real confi¬ 
dence in the team. Loads of things have 
come together in the last few months 
and given us a foot up.” 

Town hit back for 
League Cup victory 

TIPTON Town enjoyed a successful 
weekend as they came from a goal down 
to beat Kington 3-1 in the Midlands Pre¬ 
mier League Division One League Cup. 

Callum Craddock had fired the visitors 
in front but Tipton were level by half¬ 
time thanks to a goal from Rob Hill. 

Jon Patrick made it 2-1 on 53 minutes 
with Sam Hesson sealing the win. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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plastic ceiling with 
chrome inserts + 4 x led spot lights 
with all full bathroom conversions 
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SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 


Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatcic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


ONLY £1895 

including VAT 


SPECIAL OFFER 
LUXURY 
MAKEOVER 


Remove Existing Bath 
Replaster where needed 
Supply & Fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(up to 8 sqm) 

All Rubbish Removed 


ONLY FROM £2995 

including VAT 


D PROPERTY 
L J MAINTENANCE 

West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Fully Fitted Kitchens>^£4,995 

FREE DESIGN AND PLANNING 

Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 n 

www.db-maintenance.co.uk 





















